
SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE
Wednesday, March 11

7 am - 6:30 pm Badge Pickup/
Registration

7 am - 6:30 pm CEC Hub Open

9 am - 12 pm Pre-Convention 
Workshops (separate 
ticket purchase required)

9 am - 4 pm Pre-Convention 
Workshop (separate 
ticket purchase required)

1 pm - 5 pm Expo Hall Open

1:30 pm - 2:30 pm First Time Attendee 
Orientations

1 pm - 4:30 pm Convention 
Programming included 
in registration begins

•	1-2 pm
•	2:15-3:15 pm
•	3:30-4:30 pm

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm First Time Attendee 
Orientations

5 pm - 6:30 pm OPENING KEYNOTE 
Dr. Jody Britten 
“Opportunity in the Shift: 
Honoring IDEA’s Legacy 
and the Future You’re 
Leading and Learning in 
the Age of AI”

6:30 pm - 10:00 pm Opening Reception

Thursday, March 12
7:30 am - 5:30 pm Badge Pickup/

Registration

7:30 am - 5:30 pm CEC Hub Open

8 am - 9 am Pre-Service Teacher 
Mentoring Breakfast

8 am - 10 am Coffee in the Expo Hall

8 am - 4 pm Expo Hall Open

8 am - 3:15 pm Programming
•	8-9am
•	9:15-10:15am
•	10:30 - 11:30am
•	11:45-12:45pm
•	1-2pm
•	2:15-3:15pm

9:15 am - 10:15 am Early Career Mentoring 
Breakfast

11 am - 1 pm Food Concessions Open 
in Expo Hall with snacks 
and lunch options 
available 
(cost on own)

11:30 am - 1 pm Awards & Recognition 
Luncheon (separate 
ticket purchase 
required)

4 pm - 5 pm KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Kim Strobel “The 
Science of Happiness”

Friday, March 13
7:30 am - 4 pm Badge Pickup/

Registration

7:30 am - 1 pm CEC Hub Open

8 am - 1 pm Expo Hall Open

8 am - 10 am Coffee in the Expo Hall

8 am - 3:15 pm Programming
•	8-9am
•	9:15-10:15am
•	10:30 - 11:30am
•	11:45-12:45pm
•	1-2pm
•	2:15-3:15pm

11 am - 1 pm Food Concessions 
Open in Expo Hall with 
snacks and lunch options 
available 
(cost on own)

11:45 am - 2 pm Representative Assembly

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm Yes I Can Awards 
Ceremony

6 pm - 8 pm CEC Celebration 
(separate ticket purchase 
required)

Saturday, March 14
7:30 am - 11:30 am Badge Pickup/

Registration

8 am - 11:30 am Programming
•	8-9am
•	9:15-10:15am
•	10:30 - 11:30am

8:30 am - 11:30 am Post-Convention 
Workshops (separate 
ticket purchase required)

CEC 2026 CONVENTION APP

  Download to stay 
  updated on schedule 
  changes, special 
  announcements, 
  and more.

CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS

All attendees are welcome at:
Opening Reception 
Yes I Can Awards Ceremony

Visit the Special Events desk for tickets to: 
Awards Recognition & Luncheon
CEC Celebration

You won’t want to miss:
Student Run Enterprises, sponsored by 
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Learning 
Stage

9:00 AM

Pre-Convention 
Workshop 1: 

Legally 
Defensible 

IEPs

Pre-Convention 
Workshop 3: 

Success 
through 

UDL, HLPs, 
Evidence-

Based 
Practices and 

AI tools

Pre-Convention 
Workshop 2: 

Co-Teaching 
Evolved: 

Strategies, 
Structures, 
and Smart 

Tech

Pre-Convention 
Workshop 4: 

From Support 
to Success: 

Tools for 
Teachers and 
Administra-
tors to Build 

Paraeducator 
Capacity

Pre-Convention 
Workshop 6: 

From Struggle 
to Strategy: 
Supporting 

ADHD, 
Executive 
Function, 

and Student 
Mindset in the 

Classroom

Pre-Convention 
Workshop 5: 

Empowering 
Special 

Education 
with AI: A 
Hands-On 
Workshop

Pre-Convention 
Workshop 7: 
The Power 

of Induction: 
Supporting 

New Special 
Ed Teachers 

with the 
Survival 

Guide for 
New Special 
Education 

Teachers 3rd 
edition.

Pre-Convention 
Workshop 10: 

TURN Around 
Behavior: 

Implementing 
a Behavioral 
Framework 
to Reduce 

Exclusionary 
Discipline, 
Promote 
Inclusion, 

& Build 
Relationships 
w/ Students

Pre-Convention 
Workshop 9: 
Specially 
Designed 

Instruction 
in Action: 

Strategies and 
Techniques 
to Improve 

Student 
Outcomes

Pre-Convention 
Workshop 11: 

Inclusive 
by Design: 
Embedding 

Inclusion into 
the DNA of 
Your School

Pre-Convention 
Workshop 8: 
From Dots 

to Decisions: 
Making 

Student Data 
Work for Real 

Kids

Pre-Convention 
Workshop 13: 

Specially 
Designed 

Instr. & Legal 
Compliance: 

From IEP Align.
to System-

Wide
Integration

Pre-Convention 
Workshop 14: 

Using Early 
Warning 

Indicators 
to Improve 
Graduation 

Outcomes for 
Students with 

Disabilities

Pre-Convention 
Workshop 16: 

Strategies 
to Increase 

Positive 
Behaviors: 

Antecedents, 
Instruction, and 
Consequences

9:30 AM

10:00 AM

10:30 AM

11:00 AM

11:30 AM

12:00 PM

1:00 PM Together 
We Learn: 
Building 
Inclusive 

Collaboration 
Skills in Post-

Secondary 
Education

Ten Years 
of Teacher 
Residency 

Preparation 
and 

Partnerships: 
Impact and 

Lessons 
Learned

Disproportion-
ality in Testing 
Accommoda-

tions

Creating Calm 
Classrooms: 

Inclusive 
Sensory 

Strategies 
for Effective 
Behavioral 

Management

Bridging the 
Gap: Applying 
the Science 

of Reading to 
Learners with 

Intellectual 
and Devel-
opmental 

Disabilities

Teacher 
Exchange:
Precision 

Teaching for 
Elem. Teachers: 
Practical Tools, 
Phonics, SEL, 
& Differentia-
tion for Every 

Learner

Bridging the 
Cliff: Student-

Centered 
Innovations 
in Transition 
Planning and 
Employability

Expanding 
Pathways for 
Communica-
tion: Inclusive 
Strategies to 
Support All 
Learners

Stimulus 
Preference 

Assessment 
for Individuals 
with Severe, 

Multiple 
Disabilities: 

Case Studies,  
Results, and 
Implications

Implementing 
Math 

Strategies 
to Support 
Elementary 

English 
Language 

Learners With 
Disabilities

Infant & Early 
Childhood 

Mental Health: 
Advancing 
Practices in 
Personnel 

Preparation

Taming the 
“Beast”: Using 
Close Reading 

to Help 
Secondary 
Students 

Tackle 
Complex 

Texts

Inclusion-
Oriented 

Practice for 
Students 

With ESN: A 
Pragmatic 

Approach to 
the Challenge 
of Meaningful 

Inclusion

Preparing 
Teacher Candi-

dates to Support 
Students w/ 
Speech-Lan-

guage Impair-
ments: Insights 

from Mixed-
Reality Simula-

tion Study

Bridging Gaps 
in Teacher 

Preparation 
for Bilingual 

Learners With 
and Without 
Mathematics 

Disabilities

Deep Dive: 
Identifying 

Dyslexia and 
DLD Using 
Dynamic 

Assessments 
of Language 
and Literacy

AI for MTSS: 
Using Artificial 

Intelligence 
to Support 
Students At 
Risk or With 
Disabilities

Empowering 
Paraed-
ucators 

Through Evi-
dence-Based 

Practices 
for Autistic 
Students

Hot Topic:
Building 

Expertise: 
Training the 

ECI Workforce 
in Critical 
Service 
Delivery 

Components

Bridging 
Realities: 
Practical 
Tools for 

Social Skill 
Generalization 
at Home and 

at School

1:15 PM

1:30 PM

First Time 
Attendee 

Orientation

1:45 PM

2:00 PM

2:15 PM From 
Opportunity to 
Action: Using 

AI to Track 
and Monitor 

Teachers' 
Delivery of 

OTRs

Strategic 
Leadership 

and Disability 
Compliance: 

Making Sense 
of Reading 

Policy

Culturally 
Responsive-
Sustaining 
Transition: 
Supporting 
Students 

and Families 
Praxis

Increase 
Accessibility 

With Low-
Cost Assistive 
Technologies

IEP CoPilot: 
Leveraging 

Open-Source 
Resources 
to Improve 

Outcomes for 
Students with 

Disabilities

Possible 
Selves: 

Helping Your 
Student 
Through 

Transition

Improving the 
Outcomes 
of Young 

Children with 
Attention 
Deficit/

Hyperactivity 
Disorder 
(ADHD)

Social 
Competence 
and Inclusion 
for Individuals 
with Autism/

Dev. 
Disabilities

Promoting 
Equity, 

Advocacy, 
and Civil 
Rights in 
Special 

Education

Planning and 
Providing 

Professional 
Development 

for Para-
educators

Exploring the 
Experiences 

of Twice-
Exceptional 
Youth with 

Section 504 
Plans

Collaborating 
Across Early 
Childhood 

and Special 
Education 
to Advance 

Inclusive Liter-
acy Practices 

in Teacher 
Preparation

Mentoring 
That Matters: 

Research-
Informed and 
Practitioner-

Tested 
Approaches

DADD: 
Bridging 

Research to 
Practice: Role 
of Research-

Based 
Curriculum 
to Support 
Systematic 
Instruction

Virtual Learn-
ing Commu-
nity:  A Mul-
tidisciplinary 
Approach to 
Addressing 
Challenging 

Behavior

Unlocking 
the Power of 
Data Based 
Individual-

ization (DBI) 
for Specially 

Designed 
Instruction 

(SDI)

Program 
Chairs Spot-
light Session: 

Empower-
ing Early 

Career Special 
Educators 
by Building 

Communities 
of Practice

President 
Theme: Inno-

vative Ways to 
Provide Rural 
Communities 

Access to 
Mental Health 
Services Thru 

Tech.& the 
MTSS Model

Hot Topic:
Supporting 

AI Integration 
in Your 

School and 
Classroom

2:30 PM

2:45 PM

3:00 PM
Deep Dive: 

Implementing 
Peer-

Mediated 
Interventions 
with Students 
with Diverse 

Learning 
Needs in 

High School 
Classrooms

3:15 PM

3:30 PM From Average 
to Excellent: 
Leveraging 
Collective 
Efficacy 
and Data 

Ownership to 
Support All 
Learners

Teaching 
at the 

Intersections: 
Love and 
Rigor for 

Students of 
Color with 
Disabilities

Preparing 
Teachers with 

Disabilities: 
Voices and 

Visions

Accessible 
Digital 

Content that 
Works for 

Learners with 
Disabilities

Increasing 
Special 

Education 
Teacher 

Retention 
Through 
Targeted 
Coaching: 

Focusing on 
HLPs

Are Word 
Problems 

a Problem? 
Evidence-

Based 
Strategies for 
Word-Problem 

Solving

Advancing 
Equity with 
the WESS-

SP: The First 
Spanish 

SEL Survey 
Assessing 
Students 

with Learning 
Disabilities

Bridging 
Language, 
Spirit, and 

Resistance: 
Transforming 

Bilingual 
Special 

Education

Trauma, 
Voice, and 

Connection: 
Supporting 

Students and 
Families

Teacher 
Exchange: 

Empowering 
Connections: 

Family 
Advocacy, 

Collaboration, 
and Identity 
in Special 
Education

Reframing 
Challenges: 

Strategies for 
Working with 
2e Students

Promoting 
Positive 

Behavior in 
Middle School 

Students at 
Risk for EBD 
Using Class-

Wide FIT

State Policy 
Advocacy: 

The Birth of 
Educators 
United for 

Action 
Wisconsin

A Meta-
Analysis of 

Interventions 
for Algebraic 

Concepts 
and Skills of 
Secondary 

Students with 
Mathematics 

Disabilities

Let’s Go! 
Teaching 

Travel Skills to 
Young Adults 

with IDD

Special 
Education 

(SPED) and 
English 

Language 
Teaching 

(ELT) 
Implementing 
Differentiated 

Literacy

What’s 
Happening in 
Washington, 

DC

Beyond the 
Basics : 

Promoting 
Rigor and 

Growth in Self-
Contained 

Classrooms

AI Tools 
in Special 
Education: 
Translation, 

Assessment, 
and Ethical 

Use

Innovation 
Showcase: 

Smarter IEPs, 
Faster Decisions: 

Districts Using AI... First Time 
Attendee 

Orientation

3:45 PM

4:00 PM

4:15 PM

4:30 PM

4:45 PM

5:00 PM

5:00 PM - 
6:30 PM

Opening Keynote: Opportunity in the Shift: Honoring IDEA’s Legacy and the Future You’re Leading and Learning in the Age of AI
(Expo Hall - Main Stage)

6:30 PM - 
10:00 PM

CEC 2026 Opening Reception - All Welcome
(Ballrooms A-F)

WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE - MARCH 11, 2026

 Concurrent Session  Data Blitz  Deep Dive  Division Showcase

 Exhibitor Showcase 
 (not eligible for CEU hours)

 Hot Topic  Teacher Exchange  President’s Theme

 Program Chairs’s Theme  Workshops 
 (separate ticket purchase required)
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Learning 
Stage

9:00 AM

Pre-Convention 
Workshop 1: 

Legally 
Defensible 

IEPs

Pre-Convention 
Workshop 3: 

Success 
through 

UDL, HLPs, 
Evidence-

Based 
Practices and 

AI tools

Pre-Convention 
Workshop 2: 

Co-Teaching 
Evolved: 

Strategies, 
Structures, 
and Smart 

Tech

Pre-Convention 
Workshop 4: 

From Support 
to Success: 

Tools for 
Teachers and 
Administra-
tors to Build 

Paraeducator 
Capacity

Pre-Convention 
Workshop 6: 

From Struggle 
to Strategy: 
Supporting 

ADHD, 
Executive 
Function, 

and Student 
Mindset in the 

Classroom

Pre-Convention 
Workshop 5: 

Empowering 
Special 

Education 
with AI: A 
Hands-On 
Workshop

Pre-Convention 
Workshop 7: 
The Power 

of Induction: 
Supporting 

New Special 
Ed Teachers 

with the 
Survival 

Guide for 
New Special 
Education 

Teachers 3rd 
edition.

Pre-Convention 
Workshop 10: 

TURN Around 
Behavior: 

Implementing 
a Behavioral 
Framework 
to Reduce 

Exclusionary 
Discipline, 
Promote 
Inclusion, 

& Build 
Relationships 
w/ Students

Pre-Convention 
Workshop 9: 
Specially 
Designed 

Instruction 
in Action: 

Strategies and 
Techniques 
to Improve 

Student 
Outcomes

Pre-Convention 
Workshop 11: 

Inclusive 
by Design: 
Embedding 

Inclusion into 
the DNA of 
Your School

Pre-Convention 
Workshop 8: 
From Dots 

to Decisions: 
Making 

Student Data 
Work for Real 

Kids

Pre-Convention 
Workshop 13: 

Specially 
Designed 

Instr. & Legal 
Compliance: 

From IEP Align.
to System-

Wide
Integration

Pre-Convention 
Workshop 14: 

Using Early 
Warning 

Indicators 
to Improve 
Graduation 

Outcomes for 
Students with 

Disabilities

Pre-Convention 
Workshop 16: 

Strategies 
to Increase 

Positive 
Behaviors: 

Antecedents, 
Instruction, and 
Consequences

9:30 AM

10:00 AM

10:30 AM

11:00 AM

11:30 AM

12:00 PM

1:00 PM Together 
We Learn: 
Building 
Inclusive 

Collaboration 
Skills in Post-

Secondary 
Education

Ten Years 
of Teacher 
Residency 

Preparation 
and 

Partnerships: 
Impact and 

Lessons 
Learned

Disproportion-
ality in Testing 
Accommoda-

tions

Creating Calm 
Classrooms: 

Inclusive 
Sensory 

Strategies 
for Effective 
Behavioral 

Management

Bridging the 
Gap: Applying 
the Science 

of Reading to 
Learners with 

Intellectual 
and Devel-
opmental 

Disabilities

Teacher 
Exchange:
Precision 

Teaching for 
Elem. Teachers: 
Practical Tools, 
Phonics, SEL, 
& Differentia-
tion for Every 

Learner

Bridging the 
Cliff: Student-

Centered 
Innovations 
in Transition 
Planning and 
Employability

Expanding 
Pathways for 
Communica-
tion: Inclusive 
Strategies to 
Support All 
Learners

Stimulus 
Preference 

Assessment 
for Individuals 
with Severe, 

Multiple 
Disabilities: 

Case Studies,  
Results, and 
Implications

Implementing 
Math 

Strategies 
to Support 
Elementary 

English 
Language 

Learners With 
Disabilities

Infant & Early 
Childhood 

Mental Health: 
Advancing 
Practices in 
Personnel 

Preparation

Taming the 
“Beast”: Using 
Close Reading 

to Help 
Secondary 
Students 

Tackle 
Complex 

Texts

Inclusion-
Oriented 

Practice for 
Students 

With ESN: A 
Pragmatic 

Approach to 
the Challenge 
of Meaningful 

Inclusion

Preparing 
Teacher Candi-

dates to Support 
Students w/ 
Speech-Lan-

guage Impair-
ments: Insights 

from Mixed-
Reality Simula-

tion Study

Bridging Gaps 
in Teacher 

Preparation 
for Bilingual 

Learners With 
and Without 
Mathematics 

Disabilities

Deep Dive: 
Identifying 

Dyslexia and 
DLD Using 
Dynamic 

Assessments 
of Language 
and Literacy

AI for MTSS: 
Using Artificial 

Intelligence 
to Support 
Students At 
Risk or With 
Disabilities

Empowering 
Paraed-
ucators 

Through Evi-
dence-Based 

Practices 
for Autistic 
Students

Hot Topic:
Building 

Expertise: 
Training the 

ECI Workforce 
in Critical 
Service 
Delivery 

Components

Bridging 
Realities: 
Practical 
Tools for 

Social Skill 
Generalization 
at Home and 

at School

1:15 PM

1:30 PM

First Time 
Attendee 

Orientation

1:45 PM

2:00 PM

2:15 PM From 
Opportunity to 
Action: Using 

AI to Track 
and Monitor 
Teachers' 
Delivery of 

OTRs

Strategic 
Leadership 

and Disability 
Compliance: 

Making Sense 
of Reading 

Policy

Culturally 
Responsive-
Sustaining 
Transition: 
Supporting 
Students 

and Families 
Praxis

Increase 
Accessibility 

With Low-
Cost Assistive 
Technologies

IEP CoPilot: 
Leveraging 

Open-Source 
Resources 
to Improve 

Outcomes for 
Students with 

Disabilities

Possible 
Selves: 

Helping Your 
Student 
Through 

Transition

Improving the 
Outcomes 
of Young 

Children with 
Attention 
Deficit/

Hyperactivity 
Disorder 
(ADHD)

Social 
Competence 
and Inclusion 
for Individuals 
with Autism/

Dev. 
Disabilities

Promoting 
Equity, 

Advocacy, 
and Civil 
Rights in 
Special 

Education

Planning and 
Providing 

Professional 
Development 

for Para-
educators

Exploring the 
Experiences 

of Twice-
Exceptional 
Youth with 

Section 504 
Plans

Collaborating 
Across Early 
Childhood 

and Special 
Education 
to Advance 

Inclusive Liter-
acy Practices 

in Teacher 
Preparation

Mentoring 
That Matters: 

Research-
Informed and 
Practitioner-

Tested 
Approaches

DADD: 
Bridging 

Research to 
Practice: Role 
of Research-

Based 
Curriculum 
to Support 
Systematic 
Instruction

Virtual Learn-
ing Commu-
nity:  A Mul-
tidisciplinary 
Approach to 
Addressing 
Challenging 

Behavior

Unlocking 
the Power of 
Data Based 
Individual-

ization (DBI) 
for Specially 

Designed 
Instruction 

(SDI)

Program 
Chairs Spot-
light Session: 

Empower-
ing Early 

Career Special 
Educators 
by Building 

Communities 
of Practice

President 
Theme: Inno-

vative Ways to 
Provide Rural 
Communities 

Access to 
Mental Health 
Services Thru 

Tech.& the 
MTSS Model

Hot Topic:
Supporting 

AI Integration 
in Your 

School and 
Classroom

2:30 PM

2:45 PM

3:00 PM
Deep Dive: 

Implementing 
Peer-

Mediated 
Interventions 
with Students 
with Diverse 

Learning 
Needs in 

High School 
Classrooms

3:15 PM

3:30 PM From Average 
to Excellent: 
Leveraging 
Collective 
Efficacy 
and Data 

Ownership to 
Support All 
Learners

Teaching 
at the 

Intersections: 
Love and 
Rigor for 

Students of 
Color with 
Disabilities

Preparing 
Teachers with 

Disabilities: 
Voices and 

Visions

Accessible 
Digital 

Content that 
Works for 

Learners with 
Disabilities

Increasing 
Special 

Education 
Teacher 

Retention 
Through 
Targeted 
Coaching: 

Focusing on 
HLPs

Are Word 
Problems 

a Problem? 
Evidence-

Based 
Strategies for 
Word-Problem 

Solving

Advancing 
Equity with 
the WESS-

SP: The First 
Spanish 

SEL Survey 
Assessing 
Students 

with Learning 
Disabilities

Bridging 
Language, 
Spirit, and 

Resistance: 
Transforming 

Bilingual 
Special 

Education

Trauma, 
Voice, and 

Connection: 
Supporting 

Students and 
Families

Teacher 
Exchange: 

Empowering 
Connections: 

Family 
Advocacy, 

Collaboration, 
and Identity 
in Special 
Education

Reframing 
Challenges: 

Strategies for 
Working with 
2e Students

Promoting 
Positive 

Behavior in 
Middle School 

Students at 
Risk for EBD 
Using Class-

Wide FIT

State Policy 
Advocacy: 

The Birth of 
Educators 
United for 

Action 
Wisconsin

A Meta-
Analysis of 

Interventions 
for Algebraic 

Concepts 
and Skills of 
Secondary 

Students with 
Mathematics 

Disabilities

Let’s Go! 
Teaching 

Travel Skills to 
Young Adults 

with IDD

Special 
Education 

(SPED) and 
English 

Language 
Teaching 

(ELT) 
Implementing 
Differentiated 

Literacy

What’s 
Happening in 
Washington, 

DC

Beyond the 
Basics : 

Promoting 
Rigor and 

Growth in Self-
Contained 

Classrooms

AI Tools 
in Special 
Education: 
Translation, 

Assessment, 
and Ethical 

Use

Innovation 
Showcase: 

Smarter IEPs, 
Faster Decisions: 

Districts Using AI... First Time 
Attendee 

Orientation

3:45 PM

4:00 PM

4:15 PM

4:30 PM

4:45 PM

5:00 PM

5:00 PM - 
6:30 PM

Opening Keynote: Opportunity in the Shift: Honoring IDEA’s Legacy and the Future You’re Leading and Learning in the Age of AI
(Expo Hall - Main Stage)

6:30 PM - 
10:00 PM

CEC 2026 Opening Reception - All Welcome
(Ballrooms A-F)

WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE

More to Learn & Explore in the Expo Hall

Browse the Topics in the App

POSTER SESSIONS
Wednesday, March 11

1:30 - 2:15 pm
2:45 - 3:30 pm

Thursday, March 12
9:15 - 10:00 am
10:30 - 11:15 am
11:45 - 12:30 pm
1:00 - 1:45 pm

Friday, March 13
9:15-10:00 am
10:30-11:15 am
11:45-12:30 pm
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TransitionCurriculum.com
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Prepare students for  
success with NextUp  
transition curriculum

Get your  
FREE lesson!

• Weekly Video Lessons

• Customizable Lesson Plans
and Activities

• LMS Compatibility

• Standards Aligned

• Assessment Tools

• IEP Goal Bank

• Student Business Platform

• Online Job Application Simulator

• Teacher & Family Webinars
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EXPO HALL HIGHLIGHTS

STUDENT-RUN ENTERPRISES

Stop by the Student-Run Enterprise booths in the Expo Hall near the General Session entrance and
Teachers Lounge to support local students gaining real-world business experience.

Students from Alpine School District will offer handmade bracelets, earrings, lotion bars, lip balm,
candles, eyeglass lanyards, and sensory “picky pads,” while developing entrepreneurship and
workplace skills.

Students at Spectrum Academy build practical vocational and customer service skills through this
hands-on experience. They are known for their pop-up cafés featuring “Utah’s Own” Dirty Sodas with
gourmet syrups and creamers, plus varieties of pastries. Stop by to learn more about their initiatives.

Get ready to engage, explore, and energize in the heart of the CEC Convention & Expo Hall!
This year, we're bringing you a variety of innovative and interactive activations designed to
inspire and enhance your convention experience.

WELLNESS PAVILION TEACHER'S LOUNGE

Thank you to our sponsors: 
The Namaste Project 
& Inside Out Development

Thank you to our sponsor: 
School Outfitters

Thank you to
our sponsor:

CEC ADVOCACY
ACTION STATION

Thank you to our sponsors:

LOCATED IN BOOTH 1411

The Advocacy Action Station is an interactive space
where you can learn about key issues impacting
special education and take meaningful action in just
minutes. 

Explore CEC’s advocacy initiatives, access practical
tools and resources, and send personalized
messages to policymakers to help advance inclusive
education for all students. Join fellow educators and
advocates in turning passion into impact.

You are invited to visit our calm,
supportive space designed to help
you reconnect with yourself, manage
stress, and access practical tools for
emotional well-being. Experience
somatic-based practices,
breathwork, and nervous system
education.

Take a meaningful pause during a
busy convention day while
connecting with fellow educators.
Thoughtfully designed & furnished by
our Premier Silver Sponsor, School
Outfitters, the space also includes
our CEC sticker bar, interactive IDEA
Mosaic Wall, and morning coffee.
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8:00 AM Building Strong 
Foundations & 
Empowering 

Paraprofessionals: 
BST and Antecedent 

Interventions for 
Reducing Challenging 

Behavior

Educator Preparation: 
"A Whole New Game"

PD That Works: 
Customizing Learning 

for Educators by 
What, Who, and How

Understanding 
the Reading and 

Language Needs of 
English Learners with 

Dyslexia

Greater Than the Sum 
of its Parts: Adding 
Math-Vocabulary 

Instruction to a Word-
Problem Intervention

Enhancing Learner 
Success with the 
Neuroinclusion 

Framework

Lovin’ LIFE and 
Empowered to 

Work: Strengthening 
Employability 

Through Inclusive 
Postsecondary 

Programs

Using the Latest 
Online Resources 

from the IRIS Center

Empowering 
Educational 

Assistants in Rural 
Communities through 
Targeted Professional 

Development

Three Steps Toward 
Inclusion: Practical 

Strategies for Private 
School Educators

A Framework 
to Support 

Neurodiversity in a 
Global Context

Empowering Access: 
Driving Subgroup 
Academic Growth 
Through Data and 
Coaching Cycles

8:15 AM

8:30 AM

8:45 AM

9:00 AM

9:15 AM

Making Math Click: 
Multiple Representa-

tions in
Intervention

Teacher Exchange:
Stronger Every Day: 

Reading and Survival 
Tips for Educators

Defining Excellence 
in Transition: The 

Updated CEC/DCDT 
Competencies 
to Transform 

Postsecondary 
Outcomes

From Data to 
Direction: Advancing 

Special Education 
Teacher Preparation 

Through the 2025 
State of the Profes-

sion Report

Creating Connection: 
Multi-Modal 
Pathways for 

Inclusive Learning

Evidence-Based 
Strategies to Prevent 

Maltreatment 
and Support 

Students Who Have 
Experienced Trauma

From Silos to 
Systems: Building 
Inclusive MTSS

DDEL Showcase: 
Interrogating and 

Animating Inclusion 
in Diverse Educational 

Contexts

Empowering Early 
Childhood: DEC 

Resources to Support 
Quality Practices 
from Preschool 

Through the Early 
Grades

Expo Showcase: Free, 
Flexible, Effective: 
ANTON for Diverse 

Learning Needs

Retaining High-
Quality Teachers in 

Deaf Education

Expo Showcase: 
Beyond the Budget 

Cut: Creative 
Solutions for 

Sustaining Special 
Education Programs

Confusion to Clarity: 
Building a Shared 

Language for Special 
Education Services

9:30 AM

9:45 AM

10:00 AM

10:15 AM

10:30 AM

Collaboration in 
Action: Developing 
Best Practices for 

Interagency Teams

Making Learning 
Accessible: Research-
Driven Practices for 
Math and Literacy 

Success

Self-Assessing 
for Program 

Improvement: A High 
Leverage Framework 
for Evaluating Your 
Special Education 

System

Facilitating 
Kindergarten 

Transition: 
Practitioners Address 

Hopes, Fears, and 
Needs of Families 

with Disabilities

Implementing 
an Early Warning 

System to Support 
On-Time Graduation 

of Students with 
Disabilities

Staying Power: 
Navigating and 

Promoting Resilience 
and Teacher 
Leadership

TAG Showcase: 
Trellis and Blossom 

with Roots: Designing 
for Strengths 

and Supports in 
Twice-Exceptional 

Education

Measuring What 
Matters: Turning 

Behavior Data into 
Effective Behavior 

Practices

Empowering Every 
Reader: Strategies 

for Differentiated and 
Personalized Literacy 

Instruction

Beyond Behavior: A 
Trauma-Informed 

Approach to Learning 
and Connection

Expo Showcase: 
Manipulatives Bring 
Algebra Success for 

All Students

DVIDB Showcase: 
The Impact of Dual 
Math Braille Codes: 
UEB and Nemeth in 
the United States

Expo Showcase: 
Transforming 

Group Instruction to 
Support Inclusion and 

Behavior

Children with 
Autism Will Never be 
"Normal": Praise be to 

Gauss!

All Are Welcome: 
Expanding Inclusion 
in Early Childhood

10:45 AM

11:00 AM

11:15 AM

11:30 AM

11:45 AM
No More 

“Frankensteining” 
Literacy: 
Effective 

Reading Instruction 
for Students with Sig-

nificant Disabilities

Empowering 
Transitions: A 

Statewide Model 
to Enhance post-
School Outcomes 
for Students with 

Disabilities

Mitigating the Impact 
of Bullying: The 

Protective Role of 
Family Strengths 

for Youth With 
Disabilities

Teaching 
Computational 

Thinking to Special 
Education Students 

and Research 
Demonstrating its 

Efficacy

Leveraging Virtual 
Mentoring to Retain 

Rural Special-
Education Teachers 
through a Residency 

Model

Multilingualism & 
Dyslexia: Essential 

Literacy Practices for 
Emergent Multilingual 

Learners with 
Dyslexia

Transition Planning 
for Students with 

Deafblindness: What 
Do Teachers, Parents, 

and IEPs Tell Us?

Teacher Exchange:
Unlocking 

Language Success: 
Orthographic 

Mapping, Data-Driven 
Coaching, and 

Strategies for Every 
Learner

Unlocking 
Writing Success 
for Elementary 

Students with LD: 
Lessons Learned 
from Professional 

Development in SRSD

Supporting Young 
Children’s Emotional 

and Behavioral 
Communication 

through Evidence-
Based Read Alouds: 

Project GROW

Expo Showcase: 
Reimagining Intensive 
Literacy Intervention 

& Making It Work

Using Data-Based 
Individualization to 
Support Students 

with Dyslexia

Breaking Barriers: 
Expanding Access for 

Gifted and Twice-
Exceptional Learners 

through MTSS 
Integration

How to Create 
a Classroom to 
Provide Positive 
Reinforcement

Data Blitz:
Supercharge Special 
Education: Cutting-

Edge AI and Assistive 
Technologies in 

Action

12:00 PM

12:15 PM

12:30 PM

12:45 PM

1:00 PM
Mind the Gaps: 

Auditing Individual 
Education Plans 

(IEPs) for Meaningful 
Alignment

Getting Writing 
on the Radar for 
Students with 

Significant Physical, 
Communication 
and Intellectual 

Disabilities

Future-Ready: 
Leveraging Assistive 

Technology 
for Successful 

Transitions

Leveraging Behavior 
Intervention Plans 

and Crisis Response 
Plans to Foster 

Consistency Across 
Educational Settings

From Margins to 
Momentum- Leading 
Systemic Change and 

Improving LRE

Word Problem 
Worries? Know What 

to Expect on State 
Tests and How to 
Support Students

Stability Before 
Standards: Trauma-

Informed, Data-
Driven Approach to 

Supporting Students 
with Significant 
Emotional and 

Behavioral Needs

Teacher Exchange: 
Beyond the Bell: 

Navigating the Middle 
School Maze through 
Financial Fluency and 

Life Skills

Expo Showcase: 
Training as Turnover 
Mitigation: Building 

District Capacity That 
Outlasts Staffing 

Changes

Meeting Children's 
Needs in a Holistic, 

Least Restrictive 
Environment: A Focus 

on Clinical Practice

Let’s Get Curious 
About Children with 

Cerebral/Cortical 
Visual Impairments 

(CVI)

Expo Showcase: 
Leading with Clarity: 

Evaluating and 
Implementing AI in 
Special Education 

Responsibly

Supporting Gifted 
Multiple Language 

Learners Using 
Specially Designed 

Academic-Instruction 
in English (SDAIE) 

and Parenting 
Classes

Moving Beyond Land 
Acknowledgments: 

Collaborative Frame-
works for Inclusive, 

Culturally Responsive 
Global Professional 

Development

1:15 PM

1:30 PM

1:45 PM

2:00 PM

2:15 PM
Effective Principal 

Leadership: 
Assessing, Reflecting, 

and Strengthening 
IDEA Implementation

Growing a Teacher 
Pipeline in ECSE: 

Preservice to 
Leadership

Bridging the Gap: 
Identifying and 

Supporting Students 
with Disabilities 

Transitioning from 
Alternate to General 

Assessments

Cooking Up 
Confidence: A Cross-
Curricular Approach 

to Life Skills and 
Vocational Readiness

Friends Matter!: 
The Relationship 

Between Peer Social 
Support and Peer 
Victimization for 

Students with EBD

Supporting Functional 
Communication in 

the Classroom

Data Blitz:
Inclusive Innovation: 
Advancing Autism 

Supports from 
Preschool to 
Adolescence

Science Word Work: 
Morphology and 

Vocabulary Strategies 
That Stick

Advanced Standards 
in Gifted Educator 

Preparation: Update 
and Next Steps

Expanding Tele-TAPP: 
Using Technology 

to Deliver Evidence-
Based Behavioral 

Interventions in Rural 
Schools

Activating the 
Value of Your CEC 

Membership

Planning for the 
Future: Estate 

Planning and Special 
Needs Trusts Made 

Simple

Expo Showcase: 
Storytelling to Help 
Students Cope with 
Everyday Challenges

Using the SESSS to 
Build Data-Informed 
Behavior Expectation 

Matrices

2:30 PM

2:45 PM

3:00 PM

3:15 PM - 
4:00 PM

4:00 PM -
5:00 PM Thursday Keynote: The Science of Happiness (Expo Hall - Main Stage) Thursday Keynote: The Science of Happiness (Expo Hall - Main Stage)

THURSDAY SCHEDULE (PART 1) - MARCH 12, 2026 

 Concurrent Session  Data Blitz  Deep Dive  Division Showcase  Exhibitor Showcase 
 (not eligible for CEU hours)
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150 A/B/C 150 D/E/F 150 G 151 A/B/C 151 D/E/F 151 G 250 A 250 B 250 C 250 D 250 E 250 F 251 A 251 C 251 D

8:00 AM Building Strong 
Foundations & 
Empowering 

Paraprofessionals: 
BST and Antecedent 

Interventions for 
Reducing Challenging 

Behavior

Educator Preparation: 
"A Whole New Game"

PD That Works: 
Customizing Learning 

for Educators by 
What, Who, and How

Understanding 
the Reading and 

Language Needs of 
English Learners with 

Dyslexia

Greater Than the Sum 
of its Parts: Adding 
Math-Vocabulary 

Instruction to a Word-
Problem Intervention

Enhancing Learner 
Success with the 
Neuroinclusion 

Framework

Lovin’ LIFE and 
Empowered to 

Work: Strengthening 
Employability 

Through Inclusive 
Postsecondary 

Programs

Using the Latest 
Online Resources 

from the IRIS Center

Empowering 
Educational 

Assistants in Rural 
Communities through 
Targeted Professional 

Development

Three Steps Toward 
Inclusion: Practical 

Strategies for Private 
School Educators

A Framework 
to Support 

Neurodiversity in a 
Global Context

Empowering Access: 
Driving Subgroup 
Academic Growth 
Through Data and 
Coaching Cycles

8:15 AM

8:30 AM

8:45 AM

9:00 AM

9:15 AM

Making Math Click: 
Multiple Representa-

tions in
Intervention

Teacher Exchange:
Stronger Every Day: 

Reading and Survival 
Tips for Educators

Defining Excellence 
in Transition: The 

Updated CEC/DCDT 
Competencies 
to Transform 

Postsecondary 
Outcomes

From Data to 
Direction: Advancing 

Special Education 
Teacher Preparation 

Through the 2025 
State of the Profes-

sion Report

Creating Connection: 
Multi-Modal 
Pathways for 

Inclusive Learning

Evidence-Based 
Strategies to Prevent 

Maltreatment 
and Support 

Students Who Have 
Experienced Trauma

From Silos to 
Systems: Building 
Inclusive MTSS

DDEL Showcase: 
Interrogating and 

Animating Inclusion 
in Diverse Educational 

Contexts

Empowering Early 
Childhood: DEC 

Resources to Support 
Quality Practices 
from Preschool 

Through the Early 
Grades

Expo Showcase: Free, 
Flexible, Effective: 
ANTON for Diverse 

Learning Needs

Retaining High-
Quality Teachers in 

Deaf Education

Expo Showcase: 
Beyond the Budget 

Cut: Creative 
Solutions for 

Sustaining Special 
Education Programs

Confusion to Clarity: 
Building a Shared 

Language for Special 
Education Services

9:30 AM

9:45 AM

10:00 AM

10:15 AM

10:30 AM

Collaboration in 
Action: Developing 
Best Practices for 

Interagency Teams

Making Learning 
Accessible: Research-
Driven Practices for 
Math and Literacy 

Success

Self-Assessing 
for Program 

Improvement: A High 
Leverage Framework 
for Evaluating Your 
Special Education 

System

Facilitating 
Kindergarten 

Transition: 
Practitioners Address 

Hopes, Fears, and 
Needs of Families 

with Disabilities

Implementing 
an Early Warning 

System to Support 
On-Time Graduation 

of Students with 
Disabilities

Staying Power: 
Navigating and 

Promoting Resilience 
and Teacher 
Leadership

TAG Showcase: 
Trellis and Blossom 

with Roots: Designing 
for Strengths 

and Supports in 
Twice-Exceptional 

Education

Measuring What 
Matters: Turning 

Behavior Data into 
Effective Behavior 

Practices

Empowering Every 
Reader: Strategies 

for Differentiated and 
Personalized Literacy 

Instruction

Beyond Behavior: A 
Trauma-Informed 

Approach to Learning 
and Connection

Expo Showcase: 
Manipulatives Bring 
Algebra Success for 

All Students

DVIDB Showcase: 
The Impact of Dual 
Math Braille Codes: 
UEB and Nemeth in 
the United States

Expo Showcase: 
Transforming 

Group Instruction to 
Support Inclusion and 

Behavior

Children with 
Autism Will Never be 
"Normal": Praise be to 

Gauss!

All Are Welcome: 
Expanding Inclusion 
in Early Childhood

10:45 AM

11:00 AM

11:15 AM

11:30 AM

11:45 AM
No More 

“Frankensteining” 
Literacy: 
Effective 

Reading Instruction 
for Students with Sig-

nificant Disabilities

Empowering 
Transitions: A 

Statewide Model 
to Enhance post-
School Outcomes 
for Students with 

Disabilities

Mitigating the Impact 
of Bullying: The 

Protective Role of 
Family Strengths 

for Youth With 
Disabilities

Teaching 
Computational 

Thinking to Special 
Education Students 

and Research 
Demonstrating its 

Efficacy

Leveraging Virtual 
Mentoring to Retain 

Rural Special-
Education Teachers 
through a Residency 

Model

Multilingualism & 
Dyslexia: Essential 

Literacy Practices for 
Emergent Multilingual 

Learners with 
Dyslexia

Transition Planning 
for Students with 

Deafblindness: What 
Do Teachers, Parents, 

and IEPs Tell Us?

Teacher Exchange:
Unlocking 

Language Success: 
Orthographic 

Mapping, Data-Driven 
Coaching, and 

Strategies for Every 
Learner

Unlocking 
Writing Success 
for Elementary 

Students with LD: 
Lessons Learned 
from Professional 

Development in SRSD

Supporting Young 
Children’s Emotional 

and Behavioral 
Communication 

through Evidence-
Based Read Alouds: 

Project GROW

Expo Showcase: 
Reimagining Intensive 
Literacy Intervention 

& Making It Work

Using Data-Based 
Individualization to 
Support Students 

with Dyslexia

Breaking Barriers: 
Expanding Access for 

Gifted and Twice-
Exceptional Learners 

through MTSS 
Integration

How to Create 
a Classroom to 
Provide Positive 
Reinforcement

Data Blitz:
Supercharge Special 
Education: Cutting-

Edge AI and Assistive 
Technologies in 

Action

12:00 PM

12:15 PM

12:30 PM

12:45 PM

1:00 PM
Mind the Gaps: 

Auditing Individual 
Education Plans 

(IEPs) for Meaningful 
Alignment

Getting Writing 
on the Radar for 
Students with 

Significant Physical, 
Communication 
and Intellectual 

Disabilities

Future-Ready: 
Leveraging Assistive 

Technology 
for Successful 

Transitions

Leveraging Behavior 
Intervention Plans 

and Crisis Response 
Plans to Foster 

Consistency Across 
Educational Settings

From Margins to 
Momentum- Leading 
Systemic Change and 

Improving LRE

Word Problem 
Worries? Know What 

to Expect on State 
Tests and How to 
Support Students

Stability Before 
Standards: Trauma-

Informed, Data-
Driven Approach to 

Supporting Students 
with Significant 
Emotional and 

Behavioral Needs

Teacher Exchange: 
Beyond the Bell: 

Navigating the Middle 
School Maze through 
Financial Fluency and 

Life Skills

Expo Showcase: 
Training as Turnover 
Mitigation: Building 

District Capacity That 
Outlasts Staffing 

Changes

Meeting Children's 
Needs in a Holistic, 

Least Restrictive 
Environment: A Focus 

on Clinical Practice

Let’s Get Curious 
About Children with 

Cerebral/Cortical 
Visual Impairments 

(CVI)

Expo Showcase: 
Leading with Clarity: 

Evaluating and 
Implementing AI in 
Special Education 

Responsibly

Supporting Gifted 
Multiple Language 

Learners Using 
Specially Designed 

Academic-Instruction 
in English (SDAIE) 

and Parenting 
Classes

Moving Beyond Land 
Acknowledgments: 

Collaborative Frame-
works for Inclusive, 

Culturally Responsive 
Global Professional 

Development

1:15 PM

1:30 PM

1:45 PM

2:00 PM

2:15 PM
Effective Principal 

Leadership: 
Assessing, Reflecting, 

and Strengthening 
IDEA Implementation

Growing a Teacher 
Pipeline in ECSE: 

Preservice to 
Leadership

Bridging the Gap: 
Identifying and 

Supporting Students 
with Disabilities 

Transitioning from 
Alternate to General 

Assessments

Cooking Up 
Confidence: A Cross-
Curricular Approach 

to Life Skills and 
Vocational Readiness

Friends Matter!: 
The Relationship 

Between Peer Social 
Support and Peer 
Victimization for 

Students with EBD

Supporting Functional 
Communication in 

the Classroom

Data Blitz:
Inclusive Innovation: 
Advancing Autism 

Supports from 
Preschool to 
Adolescence

Science Word Work: 
Morphology and 

Vocabulary Strategies 
That Stick

Advanced Standards 
in Gifted Educator 

Preparation: Update 
and Next Steps

Expanding Tele-TAPP: 
Using Technology 

to Deliver Evidence-
Based Behavioral 

Interventions in Rural 
Schools

Activating the 
Value of Your CEC 

Membership

Planning for the 
Future: Estate 

Planning and Special 
Needs Trusts Made 

Simple

Expo Showcase: 
Storytelling to Help 
Students Cope with 
Everyday Challenges

Using the SESSS to 
Build Data-Informed 
Behavior Expectation 

Matrices

2:30 PM

2:45 PM

3:00 PM

3:15 PM - 
4:00 PM

4:00 PM -
5:00 PM Thursday Keynote: The Science of Happiness (Expo Hall - Main Stage) Thursday Keynote: The Science of Happiness (Expo Hall - Main Stage)

THURSDAY SCHEDULE (PART 1)

 Concurrent Session  Data Blitz  Deep Dive  Division Showcase  Exhibitor Showcase 
 (not eligible for CEU hours)

 Hot Topic  Teacher Exchange  President’s Theme  Program Chairs’ Theme
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251 E 251 F 253 A Ballroom A Ballroom B Ballroom C Ballroom D Ballroom E Ballroom F Ballroom G Ballroom H Ballroom I Ballroom J Technology 
Playground Learning Stage

8:00 AM
Helping Parents 

Thrive: A Relation-
al Approach to 

Family Education 
and Support for Early 

Intervention

Finding, Selecting, 
and Using Children's 
Books to Promote 

Inclusion and Equity 
for Students with 

Disabilities

Virtual Connections: 
Using VR to 
Boost Social 

Communication 
in Transition-Aged 
Youth with Autism

From Anxious 
Thoughts to Action 

Plans: "Testing. 
Recognize. Relax. 

Record," A Teacher-
Led Tier 2 Intervention

Students Can Praise 
Their Peers! Three 
Student-Delivered 

Strategies Supporting 
Classroom 

Management

Pre-Service 
Mentoring 
Breakfast

Regulations, Roles, 
and Supervision 
Structures for 
Paraeducators 
in Schoolwide 

Implementation of 
Multitiered Systems 

of Support

A School Leader's 
Guide to Navigating 

Uncomfortable 
Conversations

Effective Early 
Literacy Intervention 

for Students with 
Disabilities: Building 
Reading Fluency and 

Comprehension

8:15 AM

8:30 AM

8:45 AM

9:00 AM

9:15 AM
Maximize Behavioral 

Outcomes Using 
Trauma-Informed, 

Neuroscience-
Aligned, 

Neurodivergence-
Affirming FBA & BSP

Think Tank Thursday

Designed for 
networking, 

brainstorming, and 
solution-sharing

AI and Education: Use 
Cases, Toolkits, and 

Resources

CASE Showcase: 
90 Tips in 120 

Minutes

Supporting Students 
with Intellectual 

Disabilities Through 
Explicit Instruction - 

HLP 16

DEBH Showcase: 
Defining Emotional 

and Behavioral 
Disorders: 

Challenges, 
Perspectives, and 
Pathways Forward

Early Career 
Mentoring 
Breakfast

President Theme: 
A Collective Effort: 

Navigating Research 
to Implementation of 
Innovative Transition 

Strategies" with 
Melanie Allen

Linking Classroom 
Strategies, Coaching, 
and Extracurriculars: 
Pathways to Student 

Outcomes

Understanding the 
State’s Role: How 

SEAs Shape Gifted 
Education Policy and 

Practice

Strategic AI 
Integration to 

Improve IEP Quality: 
Early-Stage Modeling 

from a Systems 
Perspective

Writing Without 
Limits: Tools and 

Strategies for 
Learners Who Haven't 
Spelled or Scribbled, 

Yet!

9:30 AM

9:45 AM

10:00 AM

10:15 AM

10:30 AM
DISES Showcase: 

Reimagining 
Inclusion: Global 
Perspectives on 

Expanding Access 
and Participation in 

Education

Teacher Exchange:
Breaking Barriers 

and Building Brains: 
Engaging Math 

Myths, Community, 
Stories, and 

Problem Solving for 
Elementary Learners

Biliteracy in Practice: 
Using Bilingual Books 
to Support Biliteracy 
Development and 

Morphological 
Awareness

Resilient Schools: 
Evaluating the 
Outcomes of 

Community Engaged 
Research to Mitigate 
ACEs and Advance 

PCEs

Hot Topic:
Foundations of 

Multi-Tiered System 
of Support (MTSS) 
in the Classroom: 

Integrating Academic 
and Behavior Support

Reimagining Access: 
Building Special 

Education Workforce 
Capacity Through 

Mentorship of Faculty 
at MSIs

Adapting and 
Using CW-FIT in 

Special Education 
Classrooms Deep Dive: 

Laugh and Learn! 
Special Education 

Law & Advocacy 101

AI Revolution: 
Strategic 

Implementation for 
Special Education 

Professionals

How Educators 
Can Support PK-12 

Students Who 
Are Using Digital 
Math Tools in the 

Classroom

Transition Planning 
Made Powerful: 
Inside LCE 2.0

Overcoming 
Barriers to Progress 
Monitoring with Free 

Resources

10:45 AM

11:00 AM

11:15 AM

11:30 AM

11:45 AM
Empowering School 
Leaders to Observe 
and Coach Teacher 

Use of Feedback 
and Opportunities to 

Respond

Innovations in 
Supporting Children 

with Autism & 
Literacy-Related 

Disabilities

Student Well-Being 
Through Co-

Regulation, Executive 
Function Coaching, 

and Trauma-Informed 
Practices

From Chaos to Clarity: 
AI for Self-Contained 

Special Education 
Teachers

Strengthening the 
Special Education 
Workforce with the 
SPARC Center and 

LEAD IDEA

Townhall: 
Strengthening 

Family-Professional 
Partnerships “with” 

Families

Creating Change 
Through Transition-

Specific Collaboration 
Using Person-Driven 
Planning to Promote 

Dignity, Advocacy, 
Determination, and 

Justice

Picking Up the Pace: 
Effective Approaches 
to Accelerate Fluency 
and Comprehension 

in Students with 
Disabilities

Assessing Math 
Writing and 

Implementing 
Interactive Reading 
for Diverse Learners

Bridging Executive 
Function and 

Behavioral Support 
for Culturally Diverse 

Students

Getting to the Core 
of Students’ Fraction 

Misconceptions

Innovation Showcase: 
Smarter IEPs, Faster 
Decisions: Districts 
Using AI to Redefine 
Special Education

From Screen to 
Sentence: Boosting 
Expressive Writing 

with Video Modeling 
and STOP & LIST

12:00 PM

12:15 PM

12:30 PM
Deep Dive: 

Student Outcomes 
When Co-Teaching Is 
Used with Fidelity in 

Secondary Education: 
Learn how it works!

12:45 PM

1:00 PM
From Burnout to 
Breakthrough: 

Cultivating a Healthy 
Special Education 

Workforce

Critical Conversations 
Toward Equity: 

Unmasking Bias in 
Education Research

Infusing Physical 
Activity into the 

School Day: Research-
Based Strategies for 
the K-12 Classroom

Safe Space Solutions: 
Using Behavioral 

Science Strategies to 
Promote Emotional 

Regulation in the 
Classroom

Bridging the Gap: 
Improving IEP 

Implementation 
with the IEP Cycle 
Measurement Tool

Hot Topic:
A New Pathway for 
School Leadership: 

Registered 
Apprenticeships and 
Disability-Inclusive 

Practice

Making it Special: 
Practical Approaches 

for Adapting 
Instructional Content, 

Methodology, and 
Delivery

The State of the Spe-
cial Education Profes-
sion 2025: Advancing 
Leadership Through 
General And Special 
Education Adminis-
trators' Perspectives

Hot Topic:
Let’s do From Insight 
to Action: Using AI to 
Enhance Teaching 
and Learning for All 

Students

Exploring Shifts in 
Educational Leaders’ 
Learning Outcomes: 

Impact of the Enhanced 
Ci3T Professional 
Learning Series

AI for Special 
Education: Using 

Artificial Intelligence 
to Develop and 

Implement High-
Quality Educational 

Programming

Level Up Learning: 
Where AI, XR, and 

Universal Design for 
All Align

Use of Project 
ECHO® to Foster 

Interdisciplinary Col-
laboration and Neu-
rodiversity Affirming 
Practices for Autistic 

Students

1:15 PM

1:30 PM

1:45 PM

2:00 PM

2:15 PM
Learning from 

German Schools: 
Study Aboard Course 
Design for Inclusive 

Education

Emotional, Creative 
& Regulation Skills 
for Improved Life 

Outcomes

Think Tank Thursday

Designed for 
networking, 

brainstorming, and 
solution-sharing

Thriving with CEC’s 
New 3rd Edition of 
the Survival Guide 
for New Special 

Education Teachers

Beyond Zero 
Tolerance: Centering 
Culturally Responsive 

Social Emotional 
Learning for Equitable 

Outcomes and 
Dismantling Disparity

Project SUSTAIN: 
Developing and 
Implementing 
a Collaborative 
Intervention to 

Enhance Special 
Educators’ Working 

Conditions

Hot Topic:
Navigating Workload 
in Schools: Tips and 
Tools for Success

CEC-DLL Showcase: 
How School 

Leadership Teams 
can Strengthen 

Meaningful 
Partnerships with 

Culturally and 
Linguistically Diverse 

Families

Beyond Survival 
Mode: Empowering 
First-Year Special 

Education Teachers

Program Chairs 
Spotlight Session: 
Transform, Adapt, 

Inspire: The Power of 
Professional Identity 

in Education

What’s Happening in 
Washington, DC

Meet Me at the 
Intersection of 

Autism and Visual 
Impairment: An 
Exploration of 

Educational Needs

Are We Writing 
Meaningful Goals? 
Lessons from an 

analysis of IEP Goals 
from 1,103 IEPs

ISET Showcase: 
Utilizing AI Chatbot as 

a Math Tutor

Write That Down!  
Supporting Emergent 
Writing for Students 

with Multiple 
Challenges

2:30 PM

2:45 PM

3:00 PM

3:15 PM - 
4:00 PM

4:00 PM -
5:00 PM Thursday Keynote: The Science of Happiness (Expo Hall - Main Stage) Thursday Keynote: The Science of Happiness (Expo Hall - Main Stage)

THURSDAY SCHEDULE (PART 2) - MARCH 12, 2026 

 Concurrent Session  Data Blitz  Deep Dive  Division Showcase  Exhibitor Showcase 
 (not eligible for CEU hours)
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251 E 251 F 253 A Ballroom A Ballroom B Ballroom C Ballroom D Ballroom E Ballroom F Ballroom G Ballroom H Ballroom I Ballroom J Technology 
Playground Learning Stage

8:00 AM
Helping Parents 

Thrive: A Relation-
al Approach to 

Family Education 
and Support for Early 

Intervention

Finding, Selecting, 
and Using Children's 
Books to Promote 

Inclusion and Equity 
for Students with 

Disabilities

Virtual Connections: 
Using VR to 
Boost Social 

Communication 
in Transition-Aged 
Youth with Autism

From Anxious 
Thoughts to Action 

Plans: "Testing. 
Recognize. Relax. 

Record," A Teacher-
Led Tier 2 Intervention

Students Can Praise 
Their Peers! Three 
Student-Delivered 

Strategies Supporting 
Classroom 

Management

Pre-Service 
Mentoring 
Breakfast

Regulations, Roles, 
and Supervision 
Structures for 
Paraeducators 
in Schoolwide 

Implementation of 
Multitiered Systems 

of Support

A School Leader's 
Guide to Navigating 

Uncomfortable 
Conversations

Effective Early 
Literacy Intervention 

for Students with 
Disabilities: Building 
Reading Fluency and 

Comprehension

8:15 AM

8:30 AM

8:45 AM

9:00 AM

9:15 AM
Maximize Behavioral 

Outcomes Using 
Trauma-Informed, 

Neuroscience-
Aligned, 

Neurodivergence-
Affirming FBA & BSP

Think Tank Thursday

Designed for 
networking, 

brainstorming, and 
solution-sharing

AI and Education: Use 
Cases, Toolkits, and 

Resources

CASE Showcase: 
90 Tips in 120 

Minutes

Supporting Students 
with Intellectual 

Disabilities Through 
Explicit Instruction - 

HLP 16

DEBH Showcase: 
Defining Emotional 

and Behavioral 
Disorders: 

Challenges, 
Perspectives, and 
Pathways Forward

Early Career 
Mentoring 
Breakfast

President Theme: 
A Collective Effort: 

Navigating Research 
to Implementation of 
Innovative Transition 

Strategies" with 
Melanie Allen

Linking Classroom 
Strategies, Coaching, 
and Extracurriculars: 
Pathways to Student 

Outcomes

Understanding the 
State’s Role: How 

SEAs Shape Gifted 
Education Policy and 

Practice

Strategic AI 
Integration to 

Improve IEP Quality: 
Early-Stage Modeling 

from a Systems 
Perspective

Writing Without 
Limits: Tools and 

Strategies for 
Learners Who Haven't 
Spelled or Scribbled, 

Yet!

9:30 AM

9:45 AM

10:00 AM

10:15 AM

10:30 AM
DISES Showcase: 

Reimagining 
Inclusion: Global 
Perspectives on 

Expanding Access 
and Participation in 

Education

Teacher Exchange:
Breaking Barriers 

and Building Brains: 
Engaging Math 

Myths, Community, 
Stories, and 

Problem Solving for 
Elementary Learners

Biliteracy in Practice: 
Using Bilingual Books 
to Support Biliteracy 
Development and 

Morphological 
Awareness

Resilient Schools: 
Evaluating the 
Outcomes of 

Community Engaged 
Research to Mitigate 
ACEs and Advance 

PCEs

Hot Topic:
Foundations of 

Multi-Tiered System 
of Support (MTSS) 
in the Classroom: 

Integrating Academic 
and Behavior Support

Reimagining Access: 
Building Special 

Education Workforce 
Capacity Through 

Mentorship of Faculty 
at MSIs

Adapting and 
Using CW-FIT in 

Special Education 
Classrooms Deep Dive: 

Laugh and Learn! 
Special Education 

Law & Advocacy 101

AI Revolution: 
Strategic 

Implementation for 
Special Education 

Professionals

How Educators 
Can Support PK-12 

Students Who 
Are Using Digital 
Math Tools in the 

Classroom

Transition Planning 
Made Powerful: 
Inside LCE 2.0

Overcoming 
Barriers to Progress 
Monitoring with Free 

Resources

10:45 AM

11:00 AM

11:15 AM

11:30 AM

11:45 AM
Empowering School 
Leaders to Observe 
and Coach Teacher 

Use of Feedback 
and Opportunities to 

Respond

Innovations in 
Supporting Children 

with Autism & 
Literacy-Related 

Disabilities

Student Well-Being 
Through Co-

Regulation, Executive 
Function Coaching, 

and Trauma-Informed 
Practices

From Chaos to Clarity: 
AI for Self-Contained 

Special Education 
Teachers

Strengthening the 
Special Education 
Workforce with the 
SPARC Center and 

LEAD IDEA

Townhall: 
Strengthening 

Family-Professional 
Partnerships “with” 

Families

Creating Change 
Through Transition-

Specific Collaboration 
Using Person-Driven 
Planning to Promote 

Dignity, Advocacy, 
Determination, and 

Justice

Picking Up the Pace: 
Effective Approaches 
to Accelerate Fluency 
and Comprehension 

in Students with 
Disabilities

Assessing Math 
Writing and 

Implementing 
Interactive Reading 
for Diverse Learners

Bridging Executive 
Function and 

Behavioral Support 
for Culturally Diverse 

Students

Getting to the Core 
of Students’ Fraction 

Misconceptions

Innovation Showcase: 
Smarter IEPs, Faster 
Decisions: Districts 
Using AI to Redefine 
Special Education

From Screen to 
Sentence: Boosting 
Expressive Writing 

with Video Modeling 
and STOP & LIST

12:00 PM

12:15 PM

12:30 PM
Deep Dive: 

Student Outcomes 
When Co-Teaching Is 
Used with Fidelity in 

Secondary Education: 
Learn how it works!

12:45 PM

1:00 PM
From Burnout to 
Breakthrough: 

Cultivating a Healthy 
Special Education 

Workforce

Critical Conversations 
Toward Equity: 

Unmasking Bias in 
Education Research

Infusing Physical 
Activity into the 

School Day: Research-
Based Strategies for 
the K-12 Classroom

Safe Space Solutions: 
Using Behavioral 

Science Strategies to 
Promote Emotional 

Regulation in the 
Classroom

Bridging the Gap: 
Improving IEP 

Implementation 
with the IEP Cycle 
Measurement Tool

Hot Topic:
A New Pathway for 
School Leadership: 

Registered 
Apprenticeships and 
Disability-Inclusive 

Practice

Making it Special: 
Practical Approaches 

for Adapting 
Instructional Content, 

Methodology, and 
Delivery

The State of the Spe-
cial Education Profes-
sion 2025: Advancing 
Leadership Through 
General And Special 
Education Adminis-
trators' Perspectives

Hot Topic:
Let’s do From Insight 
to Action: Using AI to 
Enhance Teaching 
and Learning for All 

Students

Exploring Shifts in 
Educational Leaders’ 
Learning Outcomes: 

Impact of the Enhanced 
Ci3T Professional 
Learning Series

AI for Special 
Education: Using 

Artificial Intelligence 
to Develop and 

Implement High-
Quality Educational 

Programming

Level Up Learning: 
Where AI, XR, and 

Universal Design for 
All Align

Use of Project 
ECHO® to Foster 

Interdisciplinary Col-
laboration and Neu-
rodiversity Affirming 
Practices for Autistic 

Students

1:15 PM

1:30 PM

1:45 PM

2:00 PM

2:15 PM
Learning from 

German Schools: 
Study Aboard Course 
Design for Inclusive 

Education

Emotional, Creative 
& Regulation Skills 
for Improved Life 

Outcomes

Think Tank Thursday

Designed for 
networking, 

brainstorming, and 
solution-sharing

Thriving with CEC’s 
New 3rd Edition of 
the Survival Guide 
for New Special 

Education Teachers

Beyond Zero 
Tolerance: Centering 
Culturally Responsive 

Social Emotional 
Learning for Equitable 

Outcomes and 
Dismantling Disparity

Project SUSTAIN: 
Developing and 
Implementing 
a Collaborative 
Intervention to 

Enhance Special 
Educators’ Working 

Conditions

Hot Topic:
Navigating Workload 
in Schools: Tips and 
Tools for Success

CEC-DLL Showcase: 
How School 

Leadership Teams 
can Strengthen 

Meaningful 
Partnerships with 

Culturally and 
Linguistically Diverse 

Families

Beyond Survival 
Mode: Empowering 
First-Year Special 

Education Teachers

Program Chairs 
Spotlight Session: 
Transform, Adapt, 

Inspire: The Power of 
Professional Identity 

in Education

What’s Happening in 
Washington, DC

Meet Me at the 
Intersection of 

Autism and Visual 
Impairment: An 
Exploration of 

Educational Needs

Are We Writing 
Meaningful Goals? 
Lessons from an 

analysis of IEP Goals 
from 1,103 IEPs

ISET Showcase: 
Utilizing AI Chatbot as 

a Math Tutor

Write That Down!  
Supporting Emergent 
Writing for Students 

with Multiple 
Challenges

2:30 PM

2:45 PM

3:00 PM

3:15 PM - 
4:00 PM

4:00 PM -
5:00 PM Thursday Keynote: The Science of Happiness (Expo Hall - Main Stage) Thursday Keynote: The Science of Happiness (Expo Hall - Main Stage)

THURSDAY SCHEDULE (PART 2)

 Concurrent Session  Data Blitz  Deep Dive  Division Showcase  Exhibitor Showcase 
 (not eligible for CEU hours)

 Hot Topic  Teacher Exchange  President’s Theme  Program Chairs’ Theme
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Explore the program 
go.osu.edu/ABAonline

Help learners thrive.
Expand your impact.
Learn while you work
with Ohio State’s online 
Applied Behavior Analysis 
master’s degree.

ABA master’s degree
100% online
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSOR:

FRIDAY
MARCH

13

3:30 PM -
4:30 PM

MAIN
STAGE

YES I CAN AWARDS
JOIN US FOR A CELEBRATION 

OF CHILDREN & YOUTH WHO SHINE 

KYLE
ABPLANALP

AMELIA 
CRESPO DELGADO

LILYAN
FARRIS

RYAN
KOVACH

BENNETT
LEHMAN

JARED
PETERS

DALE JEREMIAH
ROBINSON

MATTHEW
ROMERO

TRAE
SCHWEND

JUSTICELYNN
SLAYTON

ALEAH
STIGALL

BRETT
WYATT
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321 Insight 1008

AB Staffing Solutions 1228

AbleSpace 420

ADAPTS portable transfer sling 1332

AdvocaSAY 902

Albion Center for Professional 
Development

1422

Alliance for a Healthier Generation 1424

Alliant University 1410

Amergis Educational Staffing 323

American Speech-Language Hearing 
Association

1102

ANTON 622

Arts Attack 1202

Attachment & Trauma Network, Inc 1042

Attain Therapies 809

Attainment Company, Inc. 1119

Aya Education 222

Barrows Barometer for Special Education 1319

Beacon College 1334

BlackBack Writing 910

Bloomsbury Academic 1001

Boom Learning 811

Borenson Math 1110

Bowman Consulting Group 113

Brookes Publishing 220

Cal Poly School of Education 1220

CareStaff Partners 1124

CAST Tech.D

CEC Advocacy Station 1411

CEEDAR Center 1303

Central Institute for the Deaf 1131

CentralReach Education 335

Charging Station by eLuma 1331

Clark County School District 534

Class-wide FIT--Brigham Young University 1325

Clix Therapy 1009, 
1329

CoIEP (Collaborative Intelligence for IEP 
Development)

522

Columbia Southern University 1120

Columbus, CEC2027 1200

Cornerstone Educational Solutions 1412

Council of Administrators of Special 
Education

941

Crisis Prevention Institute (CPI) 901

Cross Country Education 1203

Curriculum Associates, LLC 1023

DADD Division On Autism And 
Developmental Disabilities

114

Davidson Institute 1133

Daylight Computer Co 1033

DCDT/LCE 523

Demme Learning 1229

Described and Captioned Media Program 1122

Diffit for Teachers 740

Division for Early Childhood (DEC) 331

Division for Emotional & Behavioral Health 1222

Drexel University 1311

Education Associates 1221

EXPO HALL & EXHIBITORS

ELEVATOR AND ESCALATOR
UP TO BREAKOUT SESSIONS

ENTRANCE / EXIT ⇵

645 744

643 742

641 740

743 842

741 840

841

942

940

943 1042

941 1040

335

333 432

331 430

329

435 534

433 532

431 530

429 528

535 634

533 632

531 630

529 628

1035 1134

1033 1132

1031 1130

1029 1128

1135 1234

1133 1232

1131 1230

1129 1228

1235 1334

1233 1332

1231 1330

1229 1328

1023

1124

1122

1021 1120

1019 1118

1125

1123 1222

1121 1220

1119

1225 1324

1223 1322

1221 1320

1219 1318

123 222

121 220

223

221 320

323 422

321 420

423 522

421

523 622

521

1430

1329 1428

1431 1530

1429 1528

819 919

813 912

811 910

809 908

805 904

803 902

801 900

905 1004

903 1002

901 1000

1005 1104

1003 1102

1001 1100

1105 1204

1103 1202

1101 1200

1205 1304

1203 1302

1201 1300

1305 1404

1303 1402

1301 1400

1405

1403

1401

1313 1412

1311 1410

1309 1408

1013

1011 1110

1009 1108

1113

1111 1210

1109 1208

1325 1424

1323 1422

1321 1420

1319 1418

909

1010

1008

1211

1209 1308

115 114 113 112 111 110

TECH PLAYGROUND

CEC HUB  
& STORE

REGISTRATIO
N

↑MAIN STAGE ENTRANCE

STUDEN
T RUN

 
EN

TERPRISES

POSTERS

CONCESSIONS

LEARNING 
STAGE

WELLNESS 
PAVILLION

TEACHER 
LOUNGE

ENTRANCE / EXIT ⇵

CONCESSIONS

1409

ADVOCACY
ACTION

STATION

CHARGING 
STATION
by eLuma



Ella Tech.F

eLuma 421

EPS Learning 1209

Euna Solutions 121

Everway (formerly n2y and Texthelp) 329

First Student 1005

Floreo VR Tech.G

Friends on the Block 529

Fun and Function, LLC 643

gadgetly 1104

Glean Education 1210

Goalbook 321

Grant Leads AI 940

Great Leaps 423

Handle With Care 1118

Hi Rasmus 435

Holyoke Public Schools (Massachusetts) 1235

Hope Learning Academy 1232

Imagine Learning 1233

IMSE-Institute for Multi-Sensory Education 532

IRIS Center 841

JKM Training, Inc. - Safe Crisis 
Management Training Programs

1205

Jordan School District 1040

Journify Learning Inc Tech.C

Judge Educational Services 115

Jurassic Sands 645

K Altman Law 533

Kelly Education 1129

KidLink Treatment Services 1230

Kodiak Island Borough District 1132

Lakeshore Learning Materials 909

Landmark College 803

Language Dynamics Group 1211

Lead IDEA Center at American Institutes 
for Research (AIR)

641

Learning Ally 422

Lessi AI Tech.A

LessonPix 1013

Let's Go Learn 521

Lexikeet Language Services 1002

LifeCourse Nexus 1320

Lift with Boys Town | Education 1204

Lighthouse Therapy 1130

Math Teachers Press, Inc. 628

Maxim Healthcare Services 1318

McGraw Hill 1113

Midwestern University 1103

MIYO Health 1135

Montana School Recruitment Project 110

Motivity 1128

My Full Life™ 1313

National Center on Improving Literacy 1420

National Center on Intensive Intervention 1134

National Library Service for the Blind and 
Print Disabled, Library of Congress

430

Nevada General Curriculum Access Center 
(UNLV)

333

New Story 1004

Next Level Speech Therapy, P.C. 912

NextUp Transition Curriculum 805

Nova Southeastern University 634

Novel Ideas, Inc 1219

OATECA 320

OMNI 1101

Ori Learning 530

Ozzystory Tech.B

Paxton/Patterson 429

Playaway Products LLC 1021

Playlearn 0

Plural Publishing 801

Plusoptix 1330

PowerGistics 221

PRC-Saltillo 840

Presence 1010

PROGRESS Center at American Institutes 
for Research

903

PTS Coaching: ADHD Education & Support 531

Purpose Driven Educator Entrepreneurs 1305

Quantum Education Professionals 431

Read Naturally 905

Reading Horizons 904

Reflection Sciences 1208

Rethink Ed 1428

Riverside Insights 1123

RoboKind 1121

Safety-Care by QBS 1109

Scanning Pens Inc Tech.E

School Outfitters 1418

Smartbox Assistive Technology 1225

Sora 433

SOS Play 943

South Dakota School for the Blind and 
Visually Impaired / NSU

942

Southern Utah University 1322

SpedTree 432

Speech Kingdom 741

Springbrook Autism Behavioral Health 742

STAR Autism Support 819

Strides Therapy & Educational Services 632

Student Transportation of America 1234

TactStaff EDU 842

TAESE 743

Talk To Me Technologies 1324

Tandem 1231

TeachTown 535

The Apple Group/Connections:OG in 3D 1125

The Autism Project 1011

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints

123

The Color-Coded Chef 1019

The Daily Mile 112

The Executive Function Project 1035

The LD Expert 630

The Learn Academy 1029

The Master Teacher 813

The Neurodiversity Alliance 1223

The Southport CoLAB 1031

The Stepping Stones Group 900

Time Timer, LLC. 1309

Tobii Dynavox 1105

Total Care ABA 1328

TouchMath 223

Transition Planning Tool 1003

Ukeru Systems (Grafton Integrated Health 
Network)

1108

University of Arkansas Online 111

University of Florida Literacy Institute 
(UFLI)

528

University Startups 1321

Vasco Electronics LLC 1111

Wilson Language Training Corp. 919

Window Rock Unified School District 1323

WPS 908



Thursday, March 12
9:15 am – 
10:15 am

251 A Beyond the Budget Cut: Creative Solutions for Sustaining 
Special Education Programs

Monica Cortez, TeachTown

9:15 am – 
10:15 am

250 D Free, Flexible, Effective: ANTON for Diverse Learning 
Needs

Amy Sturgeon, ANTON

10:30 am – 
11:30 am

250 E Manipulatives Bring Algebra Success for All Students Rob Marold, Math Teachers Press

10:30 am – 
11:30 am

251 A Transforming Group Instruction to Support Inclusion and 
Behavior

Shelli Cerveka-Glenndening, STAR 
Autism

11:45 am – 
12:45 pm

250 E Reimagining Intensive Literacy Intervention & Making It 
Work

Gerrett Ivey & Karis Sullivan, EPS 
Learning

1:00 pm – 
2:00 pm

250 D Training as Turnover Mitigation: Building District Capacity 
That Outlasts Staffing Changes

Nate Marsden, STAR Autism

1:00 pm – 
2:00 pm

251 A Leading with Clarity: Evaluating and Implementing AI in 
Special Education Responsibly

Mara Steiu, Journify Learning

2:15 pm – 
3:15 pm

251 C Storytelling to Help Students Cope with Everyday 
Challenges

Ido Zaltzman & Henry Spierer, 
OzzyStory

Friday, March 13
9:15 am – 
10:15 am

250 D How NextUp Transition Curriculum Can Enhance Your 
School’s Transition Program and Services

Corey Fineran & Lindsay Zerull, 
Transition Curriculum Inc. (NextUp)

9:15 am – 
10:15 am

251 A Building Inclusive Classrooms for Students with Autism: 
Integrating Behavior Supports and Evidence-Based 
Practices

Kristi Porter, STAR Autism

1:00 pm – 
2:00 pm

251 A The Impact of Raising Children on Technology Tristan Scott, Daylight Computer Co

EXHIBITOR SHOWCASES

Smarter IEPs, Faster Decisions: Districts Using AI to Redefine Special Education

Join us in the Tech Playground and see how districts—including Mineral County School District (NV) and
Ann Arbor Public Schools (MI)—are using Let’s Go Learn’s custom AI Assistant to transform special
education. In this session, current district leaders demonstrate how AI turns diagnostic data into stronger
present levels, clearer IEP goals, and faster instructional decisions, saving educators time while improving
outcomes for all students.

New This Year: Innovation Showcase

Wednesday, March 11
3:30 pm – 4:00 pm

Thursday, March 12
11:45 am – 12:15 pm
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TECH PLAYGROUND
The Technology Playground is an immersive hands-on experience in the Expo Hall where 
you can interact with vendors, educators, and students who will share current assistive and 
instructional technology that can support your students.

You can earn up to 1 CEU Hour in the Tech Playground.

•	 Interactive Assistive and Educational Technology Displays from EKU, GMU, MDTAP, 
and AT Sales & Services

•	 Educator Share Fair sessions
•	 30 Tech Blitzes - 15-minute sessions
•	 Make n’ Takes: Low Tech Projects to Take With You
•	 Makerspace - Thursday 1 - 4 - Come and make friendship bracelets, AAC spinners, 

Page fluffers, fidget toys and more
•	 Student Showcase - Thursday 1-3, Talk with students about how they use 

technology in school 
•	 Tech Challenge - Complete the challenge for a chance to win a $50 gift card
•	 Playground vinyl communication board giveaway on Friday at 12:00
•	 Technology vendors display their products and share in the Vendor Sandbox

Visit our Technology Playground Partners. Search for all these sessions in the mobile app 
under the “Tech Playground” track:

Plus! Join real educators like you for sessions in the Playground on topics including:

Wednesday, 1 pm - 5 pm
Thursday, 8 am - 12 pm

Wednesday, 1 pm - 5 pm
Thursday, 8 am - 4pm
Friday, 8 am - 12 pm 

Wednesday, 1 pm - 5 pm
Thursday, 8 am - 4pm
Friday, 8 am - 12 pm

Wednesday, 1 pm - 5 pm
Thursday, 8 am - 4pm
Friday, 8 am - 12 pm

Wednesday, 1 pm - 5 pm
Thursday, 8 am - 4pm
Friday, 8 am - 12 pm

Thursday, 8 am - 12 pm

Wednesday, 1 pm - 5 pm
Thursday, 8 am - 4pm
Friday, 8 am - 12 pm

Thursday, 12 pm - 4pm

Wednesday, 1 pm - 5 pm
Thursday, 8 am - 4pm
Friday, 8 am - 12 pm

Thursday, 12 pm - 4pm

Thursday, 12 pm - 4pm
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Join CEC in a Heartfelt Thanks
to Our Elizabeth Farrell Society

Learn More
exceptionalchildren.org/donate/elizabeth-farrell-society

Bill Bogdan*   
Mary Lynn Boscardin 
Christy Chambers Burke 
Mary Ruth Coleman 
Marilyn Friend 
Susan Fowler* 
Mikki Garcia 
Jeremy Glauser 
Jim Heiden* 
Kurt Hulett* 
Andrea & Deverett Jasper  
Danielle & Mike Kovach* 
Stephen Kroeger

*indicates a legacy commitment 

Jennifer Lesh* 
Joan McDonald 
Wendy Murawski 
Luann Purcell 
Chad Rummel 
Kareem Thompson 
Laurie VanderPloeg 
Michael & Linda Weinroth 
Mitchell Yell 

 
In Memoriam  
Thomas Hardman* 

Through estate gifts or meaningful lifetime commitments, 
members ensure enduring support for students and educators.
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SCAN FOR FREE
ACCESS FOR
CEC MEMBERS

Less Paperwork, More Teaching.
DETAILED ONLINE
DIAGNOSTICS
Online K-12 adaptive reading
and math diagnostics aligned to
national and state standards for
25 students. Identifies all
present levels in math and
reading as well as exact
skills/concepts gaps.

AI-POWERED
INSTRUCTIONAL
ASSISTANTS
Our AI assistants empower
teachers by using contextual and
de-identified student data to
instantly write present level
statements, SMART goals, and
short-term objectives.

AUTOMATIC PROGRESS
MONITORING
Automatic progress monitoring
allows teachers to easily
measure student growth and be
100% compliant. All concept
and skill quizzes automatically
overlay on to baseline data.

INDIVIDUALIZED
SUPPLEMENTAL LEARNING
PATHS
Using present level data from
the diagnostics and progress
monitoring, each student is
assigned an individualized,
supplemental learning paths
utilizing 100s of interactive
online SDI lessons with explicit
instruction and gamified
practice.
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150 A/B/C 150 D/E/F 150 G 151 A/B/C 151 D/E/F 151 G 250 A 250 B 250 C 250 D 250 E 250 F 251 A 251 C 251 D

8:00 AM
Co-Teaching: 

Research
Based 

Recommendations 
for Implementation

Exploring Measures 
for the Quantity and 

Quality of High-
Leverage Practices 
in Tiered Reading 

Instruction

From Paras to Pros: 
Training and Re-

taining High-Impact 
Paraprofessionals

Expanding the IRIS 
Behavior Series: 
New Resources 
on Functional 

Assessment and 
Intervention

Ten Conditions for 
Learning:  Supporting 

Comprehensive 
Literacy

Multisensory 
Instruction + AI: One 

District’s Success 
Story

Publishing Journal 
Articles, Books, and 
Other Materials with 

CEC

Turning the Page on 
Dyslexia: Equitable 

Strategies for Diverse 
Learners

The Power of 
Partnership: What 

PLCs & Instructional 
Coaching Teach Us 
About Transforma-

tional Practice

Beyond the 
Classroom: Family-
School Partnerships 
that Multiply Math 

Opportunities

Classwide 
Intervention to 
Increase Social 

Engagement with 
Socially Isolated 

Preschool Students

Vocational 
Rehabilitation 
Services and 
Employment 

Outcomes of Foster 
Youth with Disabilities 

in the United States

What Can Your 
School SLP Do for 

You?

Relating in the 
Classroom: 

Engaging Educators 
in Intervention 
Development 

and Coaching for 
Collaboration

8:15 AM

8:30 AM

8:45 AM

9:00 AM

9:15 AM
Expanding Commu-
nication: Narrative 

Language and Social 
Media Participation 
for Individuals with 

IDD and CCN

Collab. AAC Imple-
ment. for Students 

with Multiple 
Disabilities and Visual 

Impairment

Making Teacher 
Licensure Possible: 

Paraeducator to 
Intervention Specialist 
Preparation Program

Igniting Outcomes: 
Empower Secondary 

Transition Special-
ists and Admins to 
Revolutionize Adult 

Outcomes

Supporting Black 
Families Raising 
Autistic Children 

through an Online 
Psycho-

educational Training

AI in Education: 
From Research 

on Safeguards to 
Practical Classroom 
Implementation and 
Progress Monitoring

Aligning 
Reading Comp. In-

struction in Core and 
Intervention Settings

"On the Road to 
Equity: Transporta-
tion Solutions for 

Students with IEPs"

Leveraging Student 
Voice Within 

Transition-focused 
FBA-BIP Development

Expo Showcase: 
How NextUp 

Transition Curriculum 
Can Enhance Your 
School’s Transition 

Program and Services

Breaking New 
Ground: Transforma-
tive Lessons from the 

CEC Accreditation 
Process

Orton-Gillingham 
Training for Pre-
Service Special 

Education Teachers: 
A Collaborative Model

Expo Showcase: 
Building Incl. 

Classrooms for 
Students w/Autism: 
Behavior Supports 
& Evidence Based 

Practices

Left out of the 
Narrative: Including 

Gifted and 2e Readers 
in the Literacy Reform 

Conversation

DARTS Showcase: 
Accessible Arts 

through AT

9:30 AM

9:45 AM

10:00 AM

10:15 AM

10:30 AM
Build A Game 

Changing 
Special 

Education Teacher 
Pipeline: The Aspiring 

Special Educator 
Pathway Project!

From Compliance 
to Connection: 

How Principals can 
Champion Family 

Engagement in 
Special Education

Creating Access 
for All: Embedding 
Inclusive Practices 
Across the School 

Day

From Compliance to 
Connection: Elevating 

Student Voice for 
Equity, Access, and 

Engagement

Bullying, Family 
Support, and Suicide 
Risk among Students 

With Disabilities: 
Evidence and 

Strategies for Schools

Empowering 
Communities, 

Elevating 
Awareness: The 

Role of Grassroots 
Organizations in 

Special Education

Graduate Student 
Research Colloquium: 

Exploring the 
Hallmarks of 

Excellent Special 
Education Research

Teaching Self-
Determination Skills 
to Young Children: 

Integrating Disability, 
Culture, and Diversity

Goal Chasers in 
Action: Applying the 
SDLMI-R to Intensify 
Reading Intervention

GTCrit: Identifying 
& Empowering 

Marginalized Gifted 
Learners in Trying 

Times of Raids & Fear

Moving Beyond 
Borders and a Savior 
Mentality: African and 

Diasporic Families’ 
Experiences with 

Inclusive Education

Beyond Band-Aids: 
The School Nurse’s 
Role in the Special 
Education Process

Level Up: An 
In-District, Evidence-
Based Alternative to 
Outside Placement

10:45 AM

11:00 AM

11:15 AM

11:30 AM

11:45 AM
Unlocking Potential, 

Honoring Differences: 
Empowering Autistic 

Students Through 
UDL

Bridging the Silos: 
Improving Educator 

and Student 
Outcomes Through 

SLP-Teacher 
Collaboration

The Assessment 
Escape Room: 

Unlocking the Power 
of Data Without the 

Stress

Out of Sight, Out of 
Mind? Exposing and 
Addressing Informal 
Removals in Special 

Education

Building Bridges, 
Not Barriers: 

Strengthening 
Partnerships Through 
Trust, & Collaboration

Voices That Matter: 
Empowering 

Students to Engage in 
Disability Policy

Creating Trauma 
Informed 

Environments for 
Students on the 

Spectrum

Adapting Check-in/
Check-out (CICO) for 

High School Contexts: 
Research Findings 

and Implications for 
Practice

Maximizing Reading 
Intervention 

Effectiveness for 
Students with 

Disabilities Using 
High-Leverage 

Practices

Evidence-Based 
Strategies for 

Teaching Fractions

Understanding 
and Supporting 

Multilingual Learners 
in the Classroom: 

Teacher Perspectives

Octopus Coaching: 
A Deep Dive into 
Guiding Teachers 
Through Effective 
Observations in 

Private Day Schools

Responsive Roots: 
Where Culture Meets 
Collaboration in SPED 

Preparation

12:00 PM

12:15 PM

12:30 PM

12:45 PM

1:00 PM

Teaching UDL 
Differently: An Inquiry-

Based UDL Unit for 
Beginning Educators

A Modular Approach 
to Support Teach-
ers Implementing 

Evidence-Based Prac-
tices for Students 

with ASD

Navigating Teacher 
Preparation in a 
Shifting Policy 

Landscape: 
Implementing the 
SAFE Framework

Moving the Needle: 
Changing Postsec-
ondary Readiness 
for Students with 
Extensive Support 

Needs

Beyond 
Behavior Charts: 

Reframing &
Rethinking Behavior 
Through a Neurodi-

versity Affirming Lens

Transform Writing 
Outcomes with 

Strategic, Adaptive, 
and Technology-
Based Instruction

Teacher Exchange:
Bridging Bias to 

Belonging: Equity in 
Behavior Support

Math Words: Five 
Ways to Practice 
Math Vocabulary!

More Than Words: 
What Effective Pre-

teaching Really Looks 
Like

Caring Under 
Pressure

Does Student Voice 
Matter? Findings 

from a Meta-
Analysis on Student 
Voice in Behavioral 

Self-Regulation 
Interventions

Data Blitz:
Shared Vision, 

Shared Success: 
Collaborative 

Inclusion for All 
Students

Expo Showcase: 
The Impact of 

Raising Children on 
Technology

Roles of Educators in 
Supporting Students 

with Using Image 
Descriptions to 

Access Curriculum 
Content

Data in Action: 
Decision-Making for 
Intensive Reading 

Intervention

1:15 PM

1:30 PM

1:45 PM

2:00 PM

2:15 PM
Changing Mindsets, 

Changing 
Classrooms: Building 

SDI Confidence in 
General Educators

“I’m Interested in 
Starting an Inclusive 

Postsecondary 
Education Program. 
Where do I start?”

Preparing Future 
Education Teachers: 
A Reflection of Three 
Years of Developing 

Future Special 
Educators Grant

Feelings Shouldn’t 
Be Political: Making 

the Case for 
Social Emotional 

Development

Who Gets to Be 
Gifted? Teacher 

Race, District 
Demographics, 

and Student 
Representation in 

Florida

Empowering Student 
Writers: Perspectives 

on Self-Regulated 
Strategy Development 

Writing Instruction 
from High Schoolers

Enhance 
System-wide PD with 
Dynamic Online Tools 
that Support Educa-
tors, Coaches, and 
Student Learning

Evaluating the Effects 
of a Social Studies 

Curriculum for 
Elementary Students 

with ESN

Teacher Exchange: 
Purposeful Learning: 
Empowering SEL, Du-
al-Identified Students, 
CBI, and Collaboration 
in Special Education

Unlocking Communi-
cation: A Beginner’s 
Guide to Augmen-
tative and Alterna-
tive Comm. in the 

Classroom

What Matters Most: 
A School-wide 
Framework for 

Teachers of Students 
with/at Risk for 

Learning Disabilities

2:30 PM

2:45 PM

3:00 PM

3:30 PM - 
4:30 PM Yes, I Can! Awards Ceremony (Main Stage) Yes, I Can! Awards Ceremony (Main Stage)

6:00 PM -
8:00 PM CEC Celebration at Flanker Kitchen + Sporting Club (separate ticket purchase required) CEC Celebration at Flanker Kitchen + Sporting Club (separate ticket purchase required)

FRIDAY SCHEDULE (PART 1) - MARCH 13, 2026 

 Concurrent Session  Data Blitz  Deep Dive  Division Showcase  Exhibitor Showcase 
 (not eligible for CEU hours)
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150 A/B/C 150 D/E/F 150 G 151 A/B/C 151 D/E/F 151 G 250 A 250 B 250 C 250 D 250 E 250 F 251 A 251 C 251 D

8:00 AM
Co-Teaching: 

Research
Based 

Recommendations 
for Implementation

Exploring Measures 
for the Quantity and 

Quality of High-
Leverage Practices 
in Tiered Reading 

Instruction

From Paras to Pros: 
Training and Re-

taining High-Impact 
Paraprofessionals

Expanding the IRIS 
Behavior Series: 
New Resources 
on Functional 

Assessment and 
Intervention

Ten Conditions for 
Learning:  Supporting 

Comprehensive 
Literacy

Multisensory 
Instruction + AI: One 

District’s Success 
Story

Publishing Journal 
Articles, Books, and 
Other Materials with 

CEC

Turning the Page on 
Dyslexia: Equitable 

Strategies for Diverse 
Learners

The Power of 
Partnership: What 

PLCs & Instructional 
Coaching Teach Us 
About Transforma-

tional Practice

Beyond the 
Classroom: Family-
School Partnerships 
that Multiply Math 

Opportunities

Classwide 
Intervention to 
Increase Social 

Engagement with 
Socially Isolated 

Preschool Students

Vocational 
Rehabilitation 
Services and 
Employment 

Outcomes of Foster 
Youth with Disabilities 

in the United States

What Can Your 
School SLP Do for 

You?

Relating in the 
Classroom: 

Engaging Educators 
in Intervention 
Development 

and Coaching for 
Collaboration

8:15 AM

8:30 AM

8:45 AM

9:00 AM

9:15 AM
Expanding Commu-
nication: Narrative 

Language and Social 
Media Participation 
for Individuals with 

IDD and CCN

Collab. AAC Imple-
ment. for Students 

with Multiple 
Disabilities and Visual 

Impairment

Making Teacher 
Licensure Possible: 

Paraeducator to 
Intervention Specialist 
Preparation Program

Igniting Outcomes: 
Empower Secondary 

Transition Special-
ists and Admins to 
Revolutionize Adult 

Outcomes

Supporting Black 
Families Raising 
Autistic Children 

through an Online 
Psycho-

educational Training

AI in Education: 
From Research 

on Safeguards to 
Practical Classroom 
Implementation and 
Progress Monitoring

Aligning 
Reading Comp. In-

struction in Core and 
Intervention Settings

"On the Road to 
Equity: Transporta-
tion Solutions for 

Students with IEPs"

Leveraging Student 
Voice Within 

Transition-focused 
FBA-BIP Development

Expo Showcase: 
How NextUp 

Transition Curriculum 
Can Enhance Your 
School’s Transition 

Program and Services

Breaking New 
Ground: Transforma-
tive Lessons from the 

CEC Accreditation 
Process

Orton-Gillingham 
Training for Pre-
Service Special 

Education Teachers: 
A Collaborative Model

Expo Showcase: 
Building Incl. 

Classrooms for 
Students w/Autism: 
Behavior Supports 
& Evidence Based 

Practices

Left out of the 
Narrative: Including 

Gifted and 2e Readers 
in the Literacy Reform 

Conversation

DARTS Showcase: 
Accessible Arts 

through AT

9:30 AM

9:45 AM

10:00 AM

10:15 AM

10:30 AM
Build A Game 

Changing 
Special 

Education Teacher 
Pipeline: The Aspiring 

Special Educator 
Pathway Project!

From Compliance 
to Connection: 

How Principals can 
Champion Family 
Engagement in 

Special Education

Creating Access 
for All: Embedding 
Inclusive Practices 
Across the School 

Day

From Compliance to 
Connection: Elevating 

Student Voice for 
Equity, Access, and 

Engagement

Bullying, Family 
Support, and Suicide 
Risk among Students 

With Disabilities: 
Evidence and 

Strategies for Schools

Empowering 
Communities, 

Elevating 
Awareness: The 

Role of Grassroots 
Organizations in 

Special Education

Graduate Student 
Research Colloquium: 

Exploring the 
Hallmarks of 

Excellent Special 
Education Research

Teaching Self-
Determination Skills 
to Young Children: 

Integrating Disability, 
Culture, and Diversity

Goal Chasers in 
Action: Applying the 
SDLMI-R to Intensify 
Reading Intervention

GTCrit: Identifying 
& Empowering 

Marginalized Gifted 
Learners in Trying 

Times of Raids & Fear

Moving Beyond 
Borders and a Savior 
Mentality: African and 

Diasporic Families’ 
Experiences with 

Inclusive Education

Beyond Band-Aids: 
The School Nurse’s 
Role in the Special 
Education Process

Level Up: An 
In-District, Evidence-
Based Alternative to 
Outside Placement

10:45 AM

11:00 AM

11:15 AM

11:30 AM

11:45 AM
Unlocking Potential, 

Honoring Differences: 
Empowering Autistic 

Students Through 
UDL

Bridging the Silos: 
Improving Educator 

and Student 
Outcomes Through 

SLP-Teacher 
Collaboration

The Assessment 
Escape Room: 

Unlocking the Power 
of Data Without the 

Stress

Out of Sight, Out of 
Mind? Exposing and 
Addressing Informal 
Removals in Special 

Education

Building Bridges, 
Not Barriers: 

Strengthening 
Partnerships Through 
Trust, & Collaboration

Voices That Matter: 
Empowering 

Students to Engage in 
Disability Policy

Creating Trauma 
Informed 

Environments for 
Students on the 

Spectrum

Adapting Check-in/
Check-out (CICO) for 

High School Contexts: 
Research Findings 

and Implications for 
Practice

Maximizing Reading 
Intervention 

Effectiveness for 
Students with 

Disabilities Using 
High-Leverage 

Practices

Evidence-Based 
Strategies for 

Teaching Fractions

Understanding 
and Supporting 

Multilingual Learners 
in the Classroom: 

Teacher Perspectives

Octopus Coaching: 
A Deep Dive into 
Guiding Teachers 
Through Effective 
Observations in 

Private Day Schools

Responsive Roots: 
Where Culture Meets 
Collaboration in SPED 

Preparation

12:00 PM

12:15 PM

12:30 PM

12:45 PM

1:00 PM

Teaching UDL 
Differently: An Inquiry-

Based UDL Unit for 
Beginning Educators

A Modular Approach 
to Support Teach-
ers Implementing 

Evidence-Based Prac-
tices for Students 

with ASD

Navigating Teacher 
Preparation in a 
Shifting Policy 

Landscape: 
Implementing the 
SAFE Framework

Moving the Needle: 
Changing Postsec-
ondary Readiness 
for Students with 
Extensive Support 

Needs

Beyond 
Behavior Charts: 

Reframing &
Rethinking Behavior 
Through a Neurodi-

versity Affirming Lens

Transform Writing 
Outcomes with 

Strategic, Adaptive, 
and Technology-
Based Instruction

Teacher Exchange:
Bridging Bias to 

Belonging: Equity in 
Behavior Support

Math Words: Five 
Ways to Practice 
Math Vocabulary!

More Than Words: 
What Effective Pre-

teaching Really Looks 
Like

Caring Under 
Pressure

Does Student Voice 
Matter? Findings 

from a Meta-
Analysis on Student 
Voice in Behavioral 

Self-Regulation 
Interventions

Data Blitz:
Shared Vision, 

Shared Success: 
Collaborative 

Inclusion for All 
Students

Expo Showcase: 
The Impact of 

Raising Children on 
Technology

Roles of Educators in 
Supporting Students 

with Using Image 
Descriptions to 

Access Curriculum 
Content

Data in Action: 
Decision-Making for 
Intensive Reading 

Intervention

1:15 PM

1:30 PM

1:45 PM

2:00 PM

2:15 PM
Changing Mindsets, 

Changing 
Classrooms: Building 

SDI Confidence in 
General Educators

“I’m Interested in 
Starting an Inclusive 

Postsecondary 
Education Program. 
Where do I start?”

Preparing Future 
Education Teachers: 
A Reflection of Three 
Years of Developing 

Future Special 
Educators Grant

Feelings Shouldn’t 
Be Political: Making 

the Case for 
Social Emotional 

Development

Who Gets to Be 
Gifted? Teacher 

Race, District 
Demographics, 

and Student 
Representation in 

Florida

Empowering Student 
Writers: Perspectives 

on Self-Regulated 
Strategy Development 

Writing Instruction 
from High Schoolers

Enhance 
System-wide PD with 
Dynamic Online Tools 
that Support Educa-
tors, Coaches, and 
Student Learning

Evaluating the Effects 
of a Social Studies 

Curriculum for 
Elementary Students 

with ESN

Teacher Exchange: 
Purposeful Learning: 
Empowering SEL, Du-
al-Identified Students, 
CBI, and Collaboration 
in Special Education

Unlocking Communi-
cation: A Beginner’s 
Guide to Augmen-
tative and Alterna-
tive Comm. in the 

Classroom

What Matters Most: 
A School-wide 
Framework for 

Teachers of Students 
with/at Risk for 

Learning Disabilities

2:30 PM

2:45 PM

3:00 PM

3:30 PM - 
4:30 PM Yes, I Can! Awards Ceremony (Main Stage) Yes, I Can! Awards Ceremony (Main Stage)

6:00 PM -
8:00 PM CEC Celebration at Flanker Kitchen + Sporting Club (separate ticket purchase required) CEC Celebration at Flanker Kitchen + Sporting Club (separate ticket purchase required)

FRIDAY SCHEDULE (PART 1)

 Hot Topic  Teacher Exchange  President’s Theme  Program Chairs’ Theme
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251 E 251 F Ballroom A Ballroom B Ballroom C Ballroom D Ballroom E Ballroom F Ballroom G Ballroom H Ballroom I Ballroom J Technology 
Playground Learning Stage

8:00 AM
Bridging Digital 

Learning and Real-
Life Socialization: 

Evaluating a Social 
Skills App for Students 

with Autism

Designing Accessible 
and Engaging Online 
Learning for Students 

with Autism and 
Developmental 

Disabilities

Co-Teaching with an AI 
Upgrade

Person-Centered 
Planning for Justice-
Involved Youth with 

Disabilities

Behind the Curtain 
– Dev.Pipelines for 
Non-Trad. Students 
to Address Teacher  

Shortages & Teacher 
Retention

Why Smart Strategies 
Can Fall Short: The 
Overlooked Barriers 

Driving Student 
Behavior and 

Academic Struggle

Developing IEPs for 
English Learners with 

Language and Reading 
Disabilities

Turning Data into Growth: 
Engaging Students To-
wards Independence

Utilizing a High-Leverage 
Practices Continuum 
to Prepare Educators 

to Teach and Reach All 
Students

Use of Generative AI 
to Improve Geometric 

Reasoning for High 
School Students with 
Learning Disabilities

Strategies to Facilitate 
Student Engagement 

and Voice in the Develop-
ment and Implementa-

tion of IEPs

Using Data-Based 
Individualization to 

Support the Identification 
of Students with Specific 

Learning Disabilities

8:15 AM

8:30 AM

8:45 AM

9:00 AM

9:15 AM

Keeping the “In” in 
Inclusion Means 

Belonging

Teacher Exchange:
Collaborate to Elevate: 
AI, ABA, DIR, and Social 

Skills Support for 
Diverse Learners

Coaching Co-Teachers 
with PASS: Practical, 
Actionable Strategies 
for Success (Back by 

Demand!)

Leaders Unlocking 
Potential: 

Strengthening Services 
for Students with 

Disabilities

Practical Pathways 
to Inclusion: 

Communication, 
Independence, and 
Family Engagement

Give Me a Break! A 
Proactive, SEL-Based 

Intervention for 
Supporting Behavior 

Change

Word
Problem 

Warriors: 5 Evidence- 
Based Math Practices 
within Word Problem 

Intervention

Having Trouble 
Teaching Mathematics 
Intervention? Here Are 6 
Instructional Strategies.

What Every Aspiring Spe-
cial Education Admin. 

Needs to Know

Bridging Academics & 
Transition: 

Inclusive, Standards- 
based Strategies for 

Students with Intell. & 
Dev. Disabilities

A Cultural Approach to 
Inducting and Mentoring 

Beginning Special 
Education Teachers

Special Education Case 
Management is Hard: 
Preparing Pre-Service 

Special Education Teach-
ers for this Complex 

Responsibility

Strengthening IEP 
Compliance and Quality: 

Validated Rubrics and 
Practical Tools for 

Educators

9:30 AM

9:45 AM

10:00 AM

10:15 AM

10:30 AM

Learning Braille 
Through Play

Linking Data and 
Practice: Assessment 
and MTSS for Diverse 

Learners

Promoting Inclusion 
of Students with 

Challenging Behavior: 
A Framework 
for Classroom 
Management

Unlocking Potential: 
Engagement 

Strategies for Diverse 
Learners

Question: Where Is 
Your IEP Progress 

Data? Answer: Let Me 
Show You.

From Word Problems 
to Real Life: Meaningful 
Finance Instruction for 
Students w/ Intell./Dev.

Disabilities

Math Fluency Matters: 
Essentials for Math 

Intervention

Analyzing and Refining 
Your Co-Teaching: 

An Observation Tool 
to Ensure Fidelity of 

Practice

Hot Topic:
Let’s Talk About MTSS: 
A Panel Presentation by 
Members of the MTSS 

Leadership Collaborative

Getting “Unstuck”: 
Strategies for 

Responding When 
an Intervention Isn't  

Working

FLIP Recess: Promoting 
Social Skills and 

Belonging for Students 
with Extensive Support 

Needs at Recess

Incorporating the 
Contributions of 
Individuals with 
Disabilities into 

Classroom Instruction

Using AI in Writing 
Feedback: Improving 

Student Writing 
Outcomes with 

Automatic Scoring

Digital Media Literacy for 
Youth: A Scoping Review 

of Programs

10:45 AM

11:00 AM

11:15 AM

11:30 AM

11:45 AM
Impacts of Integrated 

Handwriting Instruction 
on Literacy Skills of a 
Middle Schooler with 
Complex Difficulties

Empowerment in 
Action: Centering 
Student Voice and 
Elevating Learning 

Experiences

Evidence-Based 
Instructional Practices 
that Promote Access 

and Progress in 
General Education

Understanding 
Teacher Wellness 

Strategies: A Focus 
Group Investigation 

into Current Practices 
and Needs

Individualized 
Education Programs 
(IEPs) that Elevate 

Student Success with 
the General Education 

Curriculum

Workload 
Management 
for Itinerant 

Special Education 
Professionals

Science of Reading 
in Practice: Building 

Educator Knowledge and 
Instructional Practices to 

Support Readers

Representative 
Assembly (RA) 

Meeting

President Theme: 
Innovative Ways to 

Engage, Empower, & 
Excite Students with 
Disabilities and their 

Peers

Hot Topic:
Get the Tea from 

Teachers!

Beyond Compliance: Us-
ing Educational Benefit 
Reviews to Strengthen 

FAPE & Drive Meaningful 
Student Outcomes

Student Vocabulary 
Gains from AI-Generated 
vs. Researcher-Created 

Modules: A Randomized 
Control Trial

12:00 PM

12:15 PM

12:30 PM

12:45 PM

1:00 PM

Thriving with AI: 
Responsive Literacy 
Practices for Twice-

Exceptional Learners

Resilience in 
Education: Advancing 

Literacy, Behavior, 
and Professional Well-

Being

From Barriers to 
Bridges: Community 

Collaboration for Youth 
with Disabilities in 

Arkansas

Small Steps, Big 
Future: The Power 
of Early Transition 

Planning

Designing with 
Dragons: Co-Teaching 

Reimagined

A Deep Dive into AI 
Prompt Engineering: 
Hands-on Activities 

to Bring Back to Your 
Classroom

Providing Culturally 
Relevant Inclusive 

Education and 
Co-Teaching PD for 

International Teachers 
in the U.S.

The Road to Inclusion: 
A District Journey in 
Innovating Special 
Education Itinerant 

Services

Hot Topic:
Informed Parents, 

Empowered Choices: 
Understanding School 

Choice Options

The THRIVE Framework: 
Building Systems Where 

All Students Succeed
Exceptional Lives, 

Exceptional Stories

1:15 PM

1:30 PM

1:45 PM

2:00 PM

2:15 PM
Building Pathways 
to Postsecondary 
Success for Rural 

Students With 
Disabilities

Our Stories, Our 
Choices: Centering 

Student Voice through 
Self- 

Determination

Doing More by Doing 
Less: Promoting 

Effective and 
Sustainable Job 

Coaching in Secondary 
Transition...

Cultivating Inclusive 
Instruction, Content 
Area, and Positive 
School Climate for 
Emergent Bilingual 

Students with 
Disabilities

Elevating Co-Teaching: 
Action-Driven 

Professional Learning 
for Sustained Inclusive 

Excellence

Reducing Teacher 
Turnover in Inclusive, 
Rural Preschools: A 
Collaborative, Non-

Evaluative Coaching 
Approach

Using IRIS 
Resources for 

Flexible Professional 
Development on High-

Need Topics

WEA Apprenticeship 
Residency in Teaching: 
Transitioning to Compe-
tency Based Education 

Teacher Prep

Program Chairs Spotlight 
Session: An Unexpected 

Journey, The Story of 
Teaching in Classrooms 
Across the Career Span

Morphology in Action: 
Teaching Secondary and 
Adult Learners to Tackle 

Complex Words

Safety First Then 
Comes Culture: Shifting 

Mindsets Around 
Restraint and Seclusion

2:30 PM

2:45 PM

3:00 PM

3:30 PM - 
4:30 PM Yes, I Can! Awards Ceremony (Main Stage) Yes, I Can! Awards Ceremony (Main Stage)

6:00 PM -
8:00 PM CEC Celebration at Flanker Kitchen + Sporting Club (separate ticket purchase required) CEC Celebration at Flanker Kitchen + Sporting Club (separate ticket purchase required)

FRIDAY SCHEDULE (PART 2) - MARCH 13, 2026 

 Concurrent Session  Data Blitz  Deep Dive  Division Showcase  Exhibitor Showcase 
 (not eligible for CEU hours)
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251 E 251 F Ballroom A Ballroom B Ballroom C Ballroom D Ballroom E Ballroom F Ballroom G Ballroom H Ballroom I Ballroom J Technology 
Playground Learning Stage

8:00 AM
Bridging Digital 

Learning and Real-
Life Socialization: 

Evaluating a Social 
Skills App for Students 

with Autism

Designing Accessible 
and Engaging Online 
Learning for Students 

with Autism and 
Developmental 

Disabilities

Co-Teaching with an AI 
Upgrade

Person-Centered 
Planning for Justice-
Involved Youth with 

Disabilities

Behind the Curtain 
– Dev.Pipelines for 
Non-Trad. Students 
to Address Teacher  

Shortages & Teacher 
Retention

Why Smart Strategies 
Can Fall Short: The 
Overlooked Barriers 

Driving Student 
Behavior and 

Academic Struggle

Developing IEPs for 
English Learners with 

Language and Reading 
Disabilities

Turning Data into Growth: 
Engaging Students To-
wards Independence

Utilizing a High-Leverage 
Practices Continuum 
to Prepare Educators 

to Teach and Reach All 
Students

Use of Generative AI 
to Improve Geometric 

Reasoning for High 
School Students with 
Learning Disabilities

Strategies to Facilitate 
Student Engagement 

and Voice in the Develop-
ment and Implementa-

tion of IEPs

Using Data-Based 
Individualization to 

Support the Identification 
of Students with Specific 

Learning Disabilities

8:15 AM

8:30 AM

8:45 AM

9:00 AM

9:15 AM

Keeping the “In” in 
Inclusion Means 

Belonging

Teacher Exchange:
Collaborate to Elevate: 
AI, ABA, DIR, and Social 

Skills Support for 
Diverse Learners

Coaching Co-Teachers 
with PASS: Practical, 
Actionable Strategies 
for Success (Back by 

Demand!)

Leaders Unlocking 
Potential: 

Strengthening Services 
for Students with 

Disabilities

Practical Pathways 
to Inclusion: 

Communication, 
Independence, and 
Family Engagement

Give Me a Break! A 
Proactive, SEL-Based 

Intervention for 
Supporting Behavior 

Change

Word
Problem 

Warriors: 5 Evidence- 
Based Math Practices 
within Word Problem 

Intervention

Having Trouble 
Teaching Mathematics 
Intervention? Here Are 6 
Instructional Strategies.

What Every Aspiring Spe-
cial Education Admin. 

Needs to Know

Bridging Academics & 
Transition: 

Inclusive, Standards- 
based Strategies for 

Students with Intell. & 
Dev. Disabilities

A Cultural Approach to 
Inducting and Mentoring 

Beginning Special 
Education Teachers

Special Education Case 
Management is Hard: 
Preparing Pre-Service 

Special Education Teach-
ers for this Complex 

Responsibility

Strengthening IEP 
Compliance and Quality: 

Validated Rubrics and 
Practical Tools for 

Educators

9:30 AM

9:45 AM

10:00 AM

10:15 AM

10:30 AM

Learning Braille 
Through Play

Linking Data and 
Practice: Assessment 
and MTSS for Diverse 

Learners

Promoting Inclusion 
of Students with 

Challenging Behavior: 
A Framework 
for Classroom 
Management

Unlocking Potential: 
Engagement 

Strategies for Diverse 
Learners

Question: Where Is 
Your IEP Progress 

Data? Answer: Let Me 
Show You.

From Word Problems 
to Real Life: Meaningful 
Finance Instruction for 
Students w/ Intell./Dev.

Disabilities

Math Fluency Matters: 
Essentials for Math 

Intervention

Analyzing and Refining 
Your Co-Teaching: 

An Observation Tool 
to Ensure Fidelity of 

Practice

Hot Topic:
Let’s Talk About MTSS: 
A Panel Presentation by 
Members of the MTSS 

Leadership Collaborative

Getting “Unstuck”: 
Strategies for 

Responding When 
an Intervention Isn't  

Working

FLIP Recess: Promoting 
Social Skills and 

Belonging for Students 
with Extensive Support 

Needs at Recess

Incorporating the 
Contributions of 
Individuals with 
Disabilities into 

Classroom Instruction

Using AI in Writing 
Feedback: Improving 

Student Writing 
Outcomes with 

Automatic Scoring

Digital Media Literacy for 
Youth: A Scoping Review 

of Programs

10:45 AM

11:00 AM

11:15 AM

11:30 AM

11:45 AM
Impacts of Integrated 

Handwriting Instruction 
on Literacy Skills of a 
Middle Schooler with 
Complex Difficulties

Empowerment in 
Action: Centering 
Student Voice and 
Elevating Learning 

Experiences

Evidence-Based 
Instructional Practices 
that Promote Access 

and Progress in 
General Education

Understanding 
Teacher Wellness 

Strategies: A Focus 
Group Investigation 

into Current Practices 
and Needs

Individualized 
Education Programs 
(IEPs) that Elevate 

Student Success with 
the General Education 

Curriculum

Workload 
Management 
for Itinerant 

Special Education 
Professionals

Science of Reading 
in Practice: Building 

Educator Knowledge and 
Instructional Practices to 

Support Readers

Representative 
Assembly (RA) 

Meeting

President Theme: 
Innovative Ways to 

Engage, Empower, & 
Excite Students with 
Disabilities and their 

Peers

Hot Topic:
Get the Tea from 

Teachers!

Beyond Compliance: Us-
ing Educational Benefit 
Reviews to Strengthen 

FAPE & Drive Meaningful 
Student Outcomes

Student Vocabulary 
Gains from AI-Generated 
vs. Researcher-Created 

Modules: A Randomized 
Control Trial

12:00 PM

12:15 PM

12:30 PM

12:45 PM

1:00 PM

Thriving with AI: 
Responsive Literacy 
Practices for Twice-

Exceptional Learners

Resilience in 
Education: Advancing 

Literacy, Behavior, 
and Professional Well-

Being

From Barriers to 
Bridges: Community 

Collaboration for Youth 
with Disabilities in 

Arkansas

Small Steps, Big 
Future: The Power 
of Early Transition 

Planning

Designing with 
Dragons: Co-Teaching 

Reimagined

A Deep Dive into AI 
Prompt Engineering: 
Hands-on Activities 

to Bring Back to Your 
Classroom

Providing Culturally 
Relevant Inclusive 

Education and 
Co-Teaching PD for 

International Teachers 
in the U.S.

The Road to Inclusion: 
A District Journey in 
Innovating Special 
Education Itinerant 

Services

Hot Topic:
Informed Parents, 

Empowered Choices: 
Understanding School 

Choice Options

The THRIVE Framework: 
Building Systems Where 

All Students Succeed
Exceptional Lives, 

Exceptional Stories

1:15 PM

1:30 PM

1:45 PM

2:00 PM

2:15 PM
Building Pathways 
to Postsecondary 
Success for Rural 

Students With 
Disabilities

Our Stories, Our 
Choices: Centering 

Student Voice through 
Self- 

Determination

Doing More by Doing 
Less: Promoting 

Effective and 
Sustainable Job 

Coaching in Secondary 
Transition...

Cultivating Inclusive 
Instruction, Content 
Area, and Positive 
School Climate for 
Emergent Bilingual 

Students with 
Disabilities

Elevating Co-Teaching: 
Action-Driven 

Professional Learning 
for Sustained Inclusive 

Excellence

Reducing Teacher 
Turnover in Inclusive, 
Rural Preschools: A 
Collaborative, Non-

Evaluative Coaching 
Approach

Using IRIS 
Resources for 

Flexible Professional 
Development on High-

Need Topics

WEA Apprenticeship 
Residency in Teaching: 
Transitioning to Compe-
tency Based Education 

Teacher Prep

Program Chairs Spotlight 
Session: An Unexpected 

Journey, The Story of 
Teaching in Classrooms 
Across the Career Span

Morphology in Action: 
Teaching Secondary and 
Adult Learners to Tackle 

Complex Words

Safety First Then 
Comes Culture: Shifting 

Mindsets Around 
Restraint and Seclusion

2:30 PM

2:45 PM

3:00 PM

3:30 PM - 
4:30 PM Yes, I Can! Awards Ceremony (Main Stage) Yes, I Can! Awards Ceremony (Main Stage)

6:00 PM -
8:00 PM CEC Celebration at Flanker Kitchen + Sporting Club (separate ticket purchase required) CEC Celebration at Flanker Kitchen + Sporting Club (separate ticket purchase required)

FRIDAY SCHEDULE (PART 2)

 Hot Topic  Teacher Exchange  President’s Theme  Program Chairs’ Theme
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Ballroom C Ballroom D Ballroom E Ballroom F Ballroom H Ballroom I Ballroom J

8:00 AM
Para Today, 

Teacher 
Tomorrow: 
Building the 

Educator 
Pipeline

Design Today, 
Graduate 

Tomorrow:  
Inclusive 

Blueprint for 
Enhanced 
Access & 

Graduation for 
Students with 

Disabilities

Culturally 
Responsive 

Induction and 
Mentoring 

for Beginning 
Special 

Education 
Teachers

8:15 AM

8:30 AM

Post-
Convention 

Workshop 17: 
Someone 
is Always 
Watching: 

Seven Keys to 
Crafting and 

Implementing 
Educationally 

Meaningful and 
Legally Sound 

IEPs.

Post-
Convention 

Workshop 18: 
The Essentials 
of Classroom 
Management

Post-
Convention 

Workshop 19: 
Accessibility 

Matters: 
The Future 
of Inclusive 

Design with AI

8:45 AM

9:00 AM

9:15 AM
Roles, Respon-
sibilities, and 

Perceptions of 
Behavior Spe-

cialists in Public 
Schools

Putting the I 
in IEP: Tips 
for Ensuring 
Schools Can 
Implement, 

Individualized 
and Impactful 

Services

Confidence in 
Action: Using 
Differentiated 
Instruction to 

Break the Cycle 
of Learned 

Helplessness

Adapting 
PBIS and ABA 
for Complex 
Learners: A 
Data-Driven 
Framework 

for Private Day 
School Success

9:30 AM

9:45 AM

10:00 AM

10:15 AM

10:30 AM Re-
search-Based 
Approaches to 

Supporting Gen-
eral and Special 

Education 
Teachers’ Effec-
tive Classroom 
and Behavior 
Management

Bridging 
Research 

and Practice: 
Effective 

Strategies for 
Supporting 

Students with 
Developmental 

Disabilities

Harnessing the 
Power of Data: 
Effective Data-

Based Decision-
Making to 

Facilitate Tier 
3 Behavior 
Supports

Increasing 
Attendance of 
Students with 
Emotionally-

Based School 
Avoidance: 

Development 
of a New 

Stepped Care 
Intervention

10:45 AM

11:00 AM

11:15 AM

11:30 AM

SATURDAY SCHEDULE - March 14, 2026 

Join us in sharing appreciation
for our founding

FRIENDS OF CEC

Monthly Giving. Lasting Impact.

Join this powerful group of supporters today!
exceptionalchildren.org/donate/friends-of-cec

A community of monthly donors providing sustainable support for students with disabilities and the educators who serve them

Robin Brewer 
Megan Chester 
Jennifer Cook 
Kyena Cornelius 
E. Paula Crowley 
Franklin Day 
Lara Fahey 
Teri Faucette 

Susan Fowler 
Mikki Garcia 
Wayne Goodrich 
Sheryl Hazelbaker 
Jim Heiden 
Kim Hinton 
Claire Jagla 
Gennith Johnson  
Glenda Johnson 
Cynthia Kososki 
Karmelyn Lee 
Concetta Lewis 
Jessica Lucke 

Margaret Mager 
Joan McDonald 
Lorrane McPherson 
Aanya Metrakos 
Jake Minor 
Toni Mixon 
LaQuenta Montañez 
Adam Moore 
Christina Mwaura 
Wendy Otheim 
Ruby Owiny 
Stacy Pellettieri 
Myrberline Pigne 

Anna Adl 
Scott Armstrong 
Mary Baker-Hendy 
Radha Bala 
Bob Barrows 
Heather Bartos 
Julie Bost 
Jordan Bowman 

Kathleen Puckett 
Fonda Robinson 
Nancy Roop 
Kevin Rubenstein 
Chad Rummel 
Raleigh Sadlier 
Rachel Shahrivar 
Amy Stevens 
Benjamin Tillotson 
Cherie Vannatter 
Natasha Veale 
Lynn Ziraldo 

cecconvention.org/2027
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Join CEC for our first annual UnifiED, a dynamic 1.5-day experience
designed to bring education professionals together around the practices
that matter most. 

Hosted in collaboration with three Special Interest Divisions, UnifiED
will spotlight:

Behavior
Learning Disabilities
Diversity
High-Leverage Practices (HLPs)

This experience is designed to equip you with practical, actionable
strategies you can immediately apply in your classroom, school, or
district.

October 19-20, 2026
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

SCAN QR CODE
TO GET MORE
INFORMATION

NEW! COMING FALL 2026

TOGETHER, 
WE SHAPE THE FUTURE
OF SPECIAL EDUCATION
Join a community of passionate
professionals dedicated to improving
the lives of children and youth with
exceptionalities. 

As a CEC member, you'll gain access to:
24/7 Online Learning Library
Live & On-Demand Webinars
Research-Based Tools & Resources
A Trusted Professional Network

Visit exceptionalchildren.org/membership and
use code CECUTAH26 for 20% off of your first year of membership.

LEARN MORE 
&

JOIN TODAY!



CEC thanks all of our
PREMIER sponsors and partners

who make CEC 2026 possible!
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