CEC2026 Social Media Toolkit - Divisions
Key Dates
· January 31, 2026 – Regular Registration Ends
· February 16, 2026 – Hotel Cut-Off
· February 25, 2026 – Accessibility Requests Due
Convention Dates + Events
· March 11 – March 14, 2026 – Convention Dates
· March 11, 2026 – Pre-Convention Workshops, Programming begins, Opening Keynote with Dr. Jody Britten, Opening Reception
· March 12, 2026 – Convention Programming continues, Awards and Recognition Luncheon, Keynote with Kim Strobel 
· March 13, 2026 – Convention Programming continues, Representative Assembly, Yes I Can Award Ceremony, CEC Celebration at Flanker Kitchen + Sporting Club
· March 14, 2026 – Convention Programming Continues, Post-Convention Workshops
Accounts to Tag
When posting on social media, tag the Council for Exceptional Children’s social media accounts in order to increase your reach:
· Facebook
· LinkedIn
· Instagram
· Threads
· Blue Sky
Blogs
CEC HQ is publishing blog posts to promote different aspects of Convention. Use these in your promotion to provide an opportunity for people to get a more in-depth look at what attending Convention entails. 
Social Media Graphics
These graphics can be used to promote CEC2026. 
Division Spotlight Flyers
We have a section on the Convention website where Divisions can direct their members and other visitors to the sessions, workshops, and other events relevant to their topic area focus. There are downloadable flyers that you can print or share with your members, bring with you to events, or to utilize as you wish.
Social Media Graphics, Messaging
General Promotion of the Convention
General
Information: Each year at the CEC Convention & Expo, thousands of special education professionals from around the world come together to learn, share, grow, and connect. With hundreds of sessions on just about every topic in the field, the CEC Convention & Expo is THE professional development event for special educators to find research, tips, and strategies you can actually apply to support students with disabilities and/or gifts and talents.
Link: https://cecconvention.org/ 
Social Media Copy: 
· Get ready for #CEC2026! Registration is open. Join us and thousands of special education professionals in Salt Lake City, UT, for a convention packed with learning, networking, connection, and growth.
· Join thousands of passionate educators at #CEC2026! 🌟 This is your chance to: ✅ Connect with thought leaders ✅ Explore the latest research & strategies ✅ Dive into cutting-edge tools to support your students. This is YOUR chance to be a part of the largest gathering of special education professionals!
· Are you ready to elevate your skills, connect with experts, and drive real impact in the classroom? Join us at #CEC2026 and: 🌟 Expand your network 🎓 Discover evidence-based practices 💡 Attend hands-on workshops & inspiring keynotes
· Join us at #CEC2026 to connect with fellow educators and learn new strategies for supporting your students. Don't miss this opportunity to participate in the largest special education event of the year—register now! 
PLUS Registration Option
Information: The In-Person PLUS registration option maximizes your professional development and networking opportunities and includes both in-person AND virtual registration, as well as a ticket to the CEC Celebration reception.
Link: https://cecconvention.org/registration-and-rates/in-person
Social Media Copy: 
· Get the most out of your #CEC2026 experience! Our In-Person PLUS registration option maximizes your professional development and networking opportunities and includes both in-person AND virtual registration, as well as a ticket to the CEC Celebration reception.
· With the #CEC2026 In-Person PLUS registration option, you’ll get: ✅ In-person access to keynotes, sessions, and workshops ✅ Virtual content to keep learning after the event ✅ A ticket to the CEC Celebration reception, a can’t-miss networking event!
Regular Registration
Information: Regular Registration ends on January 31, 2026. After this date, the registration cost will increase to the late/on-site rate.
Link: https://cecconvention.org/registration-and-rates/in-person 
Social Media Copy:
· Regular rates for #CEC2026 end on January 31! Take advantage of getting the best available rates on registration, workshops, and other add-ons like the CEC Celebration. We cannot wait to see you in SLC!
Keynotes 
Opportunity in the Shift: Honoring IDEA’s Legacy and the Future You’re Leading and Learning in the Age of AI
Information: As we mark the 50th anniversary of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), we are called not only to honor its legacy but to reimagine what comes next. In this timely and strategic keynote, Dr. Jody Britten invites educators, administrators, and faculty to see disruption as a doorway—an opportunity to rethink what inclusion, innovation, and impact must look like in today’s classrooms and tomorrow’s workforce, especially with the rapid advancement of AI. With change comes opportunity, and the future will be shaped by those who act. Through powerful insights and practical strategies, Jody challenges the way we define readiness, reframe our roles, and redesign learning environments that prepare every student to thrive. Whether you teach, lead, or prepare the next generation of educators, you will leave with concrete actions and renewed momentum to lead from where you are and shape the future all learners deserve (plus she will probably make you laugh at some point).
Link: https://cecconvention.org/program-and-schedule/keynotes/opportunity-shift-honoring-ideas-legacy-and-future-youre-leading-and-learning-age-ai 
Social Media Copy: 
· Meet Dr. Jody Britten, our opening keynote speaker for #CEC2026! Dr. Britten has spent more than 20 years advancing inclusive education as a paraprofessional, special education teacher, professor, consultant, and policy advisor. Her work spans classrooms and global initiatives, with a focus on student engagement, technology integration, and data-informed improvement.
· #CEC2026 opens with "Opportunity in the Shift: Honoring IDEA’s Legacy and the Future You’re Leading and Learning in the Age of AI," where we’ll rethink what inclusion, innovation, and impact looks like in today’s classrooms.
The Science of Happiness
Information: In this thought-provoking and compelling keynote, Kim Strobel shares how we can reprogram our brains to become more positive and step into our power.  When our happiness and well-being are at the forefront, employees are ten times more engaged, 31% more productive, and three times more creative.
Link: https://cecconvention.org/program-and-schedule/keynotes/science-happiness  
Social Media Copy:
· Meet one of your #CEC2026 keynote speakers, Kim Strobel! Kim is a former teacher and curriculum director who has become an internationally known motivational speaker, dynamic powerhouse, and leading happiness coach. She inspires others to step into their power and live happier, less stressed lives.
· #CEC2026’s keynote will explore the impact of happiness and well-being on all facets of your life, and how shifting your perspective toward optimism leads to more fulfillment.
Programming
Programming
Information: CEC 2026 features over 400 sessions across a massive range of topics. Explore all the available sessions by topic and personalize a schedule that maximizes your convention and professional development experience.
Link: https://cecconvention.org/session-browser 
Social Media Copy:
· #CEC2026’s program is chock full of sessions on every topic you need to succeed in the field of special education! With more than 400 sessions offered, CEC's Convention & Expo is a can't-miss event for educators and related professionals. Explore the session browser and start planning for an amazing Convention.
Themes
Information: CEC 2026 Convention & Expo will feature two topics area themes identified by our 2026 Program Chairs and our 2026 President: Innovative Access; Innovation Redefined and Beyond the Labels: Rewriting the Story of Special Education. These themes are intended to help you identify sessions relevant to some of the most important topics in special education.  
Link: https://cecconvention.org/themes 
Social Media Copy:
· #CEC2026 will feature two topic area themes: Innovative Access; Innovation Redefined and Beyond the Labels: Rewriting the Story of Special Education. Register today to stay on top of the latest research and information impacting the special education field.
Pre- and Post-Convention Workshops
Information: CEC offers workshops on Wednesday, March 11, and Saturday, March 14. These additional full- and half-day opportunities provide a closer look into a range of topics that will help you enhance your practice. These workshops will cover topics like crafting IEPs, AI, and Education, improving student outcomes, specially designed instruction, and more! NOTE: These add-on workshops require a separate fee and registration.
Link: https://cecconvention.org/program-and-schedule/workshops 	 
Social Media Copy:
· Want to broaden your knowledge and enhance your practice? #CEC2026 offers pre- and post-Convention workshops to delve deeper into topics and practices most important to special education professionals. Register today!
· #CEC2026 offers exclusive pre- and post-Convention workshops designed to give you in-depth insights into the topics that matter most to special education professionals. Expand your expertise and elevate your practice—don’t miss this opportunity!
Special Events
Awards and Recognition Luncheon
Information: Join us for the Awards and Recognition Luncheon at CEC 2026 to celebrate your colleagues. CEC will be recognizing awards recipients from our Special Interest Divisions and Units, as well as the recipients of our CEC Professional Awards:
· Outstanding Student Chapter Advisor Award
· Special Educator Rising Star Award
· Special Education Research Award
· Outstanding CEC Leadership Award
· Outstanding Paraeducator Award
· Special Education Lifetime Achievement Award
· Teacher of the Year Award
You can add a ticket for the Awards Luncheon as you register or log in to add one to your existing registration.
Link: https://cecconvention.org/events/awards-and-recognition-luncheon  
Social Media Copy:
· Join us at #CEC2026 to honor your fellow special educators. The Awards and Recognition Luncheon will recognize award recipients from our Special Interest Divisions and Units and the recipients of our CEC Professional Awards.
CEC Celebration
Information: Celebrate with CEC on Friday, March 13th, at Flanker Kitchen and Sporting Club in Salt Lake City, UT. 
Get ready for an unforgettable night of fun and entertainment! We're bringing the energy with four unique experiences you won’t want to miss:
· Belt it out at karaoke
· Test your swing at the golf simulators
· Hold on tight for bull riding in our country western speakeasy
· Hit the dance floor with our live DJ spinning all night
Enjoy the provided food and drinks and get ready for nonstop excitement. We can’t wait to see you there! 
You can add a ticket for the CEC Celebration as you register or log in to add one to your existing registration.
Link: https://cecconvention.org/events/cec-celebration 
Social Media Copy:
·  Round out #CEC2026 at the CEC Celebration! Join us at Flanker Kitchen + Sporting Club for an unforgettable evening with karaoke, golf simulators, bull riding, a live DJ, and fantastic fun and entertaining.
Yes I Can Awards Ceremony
Information: The Yes I Can Awards Ceremony is the highlight of every CEC Convention & Expo. Recipients and their families, with travel stipends from CEC, will join convention attendees in Salt Lake City, Utah, as they are honored live. Recipients who cannot travel to Salt Lake City will be recognized and celebrated via video.
Link: https://cecconvention.org/events/yes-i-can-awards-ceremony-0 
Social Media Copy:
· CEC is proud to recognize children and youth with exceptionalities who have demonstrated their determination and achievements in multiple ways. At #CEC2026, we cannot wait to honor our Yes I Can Award winners at a ceremony that will surely be the highlight of the convention. 


