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 Introduction

 Conundrum:

 Parents want to know child is protected but teachers feel 

limited by:

 Push to focus on subject specific to standardized tests

 Not sure how to infuse topics into existing curriculum

 Not sure of data to support including topic into school day

 Knowing, Observing, Reporting

 Use Existing Resources 

 Bridging the gap

 Safety from neglect and abuse education parallels existing 

Common Core and state standards

 Strategies to infusing resources/curriculum into existing program



Introduction

 Associate Professor 

 Director of the Deaf Education Program at the University of 

North Florida. 

 Research interests:

 Literacy/technology and deafness 

 Inclusive learning environments for all children with disabilities.

 Teach in both Exceptional Student and Deaf Education 

 Combined knowledge of ESE and DE provides a platform 

for providing pre-service teachers with better strategies to 

use with students who are Deaf with Disabilities (DWD; 

www.understandingdad.org)

http://www.understandingdad.org/


Conundrum

 Parents want to know child is protected but 

teachers feel limited by:

 Push to focus on subject specific to 

standardized tests

 Not sure how to infuse topics into existing 

curriculum

 Not sure of data to support including topic into 

school day



Impact of Hearing Loss

 A mild, unilateral (i.e., one ear) hearing loss can 

negatively impact a child’s academic performance 

(Antia, 2010)

 Children who are either deaf or hard of hearing 

experience difficulty developing knowledge, 

communication skills, and self-advocacy strategies 

needed to prevent abuse and/or neglect.

 Teachers and parents must have the tools FIRST in 

order to equip their students/children with tools 

needed to defend themselves.



Child Abuse in 

Residential Schools

 Hawaii 

http://www.courthousenews.com/2011/08/15/Ringle

aders.pdf

 Several Listed:

http://deafness.about.com/cs/educationgeneral/a/sex

abuse.htm

 North Carolina http://www.alldeaf.com/deaf-

education/79977-abuse-claims-n-c-school-deaf.html

http://www.courthousenews.com/2011/08/15/Ringleaders.pdf
http://deafness.about.com/cs/educationgeneral/a/sexabuse.htm
http://www.alldeaf.com/deaf-education/79977-abuse-claims-n-c-school-deaf.html


Know, Observe, Report

 Understanding the different types of Abuse:

 Neglect

 Physical

 Sexual

 Emotional/Psychological

 Observing

 The child

 Interactions with other children, adults, family

 Reporting

 Not necessarily indictment but starting an investigation 

 Video

 Abused kids: See it! Stop it!

http://www.dcmp.org/FlashLanding/SecureFlash.aspx?G=29217


Arming you with TOOLS!

 Safety Checklist-O.U.R. Child Project-Hands & Voices

 Recognizing Child Abuse and Neglect: Signs and 

Symptoms.

 http://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/factsheets/signs.cfm

 Long-Term Consequences of Child Abuse and 

Neglect

 http://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/factsheets/long_ter

m_consequences.cfm

http://deafed-childabuse-neglect-col.wiki.educ.msu.edu/file/view/03-22-16 - Safety Checklist Document - Revised - IDC.pdf/578454669/03-22-16 - Safety Checklist Document - Revised - IDC.pdf
http://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/factsheets/signs.cfm
http://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/factsheets/long_term_consequences.cfm


Resources

 “Bright Spots,” i.e., respected and trusted individuals who 
participate in a community of learners to share, gather, and 

develop the knowledge, skills, and programs needed to 

increase awareness, enhance communication, and establish 

programs for the protection and success of our children. 

 Publications:

 Harold Johnson-Protecting the Most Vulnerable from Abuse

 Safety Checklist

 Child Welfare Information Gateway

 Utilize existing Curriculums

 Kidpower

 Good Touch & Bad Touch, What’s the Difference?

 Monique Burr Foundation-Child Safety Matters.org 

 *Hotline:

 Childhelp 1-800-4-A-CHILD

http://deafed-childabuse-neglect-col.wiki.educ.msu.edu/Bright+Spot+-+Home+Page
http://leader.pubs.asha.org/article.aspx?articleid=2280650
http://deafed-childabuse-neglect-col.wiki.educ.msu.edu/file/view/03-22-16 - Safety Checklist Document - Revised - IDC.pdf/578454669/03-22-16 - Safety Checklist Document - Revised - IDC.pdf
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/preventing/promoting/protectfactors/?hasBeenRedirected=1
https://www.kidpower.org/library/videos/safety-signs-for-going-out/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=89nif6Hn6jI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6VmPfQwZMqI


Bridging the Gap

 Examine your existing state standards:

 Health Education

 Physical Education

 Science

 Special Skills

 DHH

 Unique Skills

 Challenge teachers to see the connection between 

existing standards and child abuse/neglect prevention 

curricula and self-advocacy lessons

 If they resist adding goals to the IEP, encourage them to 

add content to their instruction that meets the standards 

and helps to protect our children/students. 



Health Education-FL



Physical Education Standards-

Florida



Science Standards-Florida



Special Skills DHH- Florida Standards



Unique Skills-Florida Standards



Unique Skills Continued



Common Core Standards 

(CCS)

 Many states have adopted the Common Core 

Standards (CCS)

 CCS has a main focus of English Language Arts 

(ELA)/Literacy and Mathematics

 Targeting the CCS ELA standards will help convince 

teachers that child abuse and neglect prevention 

curricula as well as self-advocacy lessons can build 

upon existing standards they are required to teach

 Look at the following examples in the next few slides



CCS-Grade1-Language

Real-life connections 

between words such 

as “safe”, 

“appropriate”, and 

“touch”



Common Core

Our students need to develop 

good communication skills to 

be able to express what they 

feel and experience with 

accuracy and consistency. 

CCS-Grade 1- Speaking & Listening



CCS-Grade 3- Language 

Good language skills will help 

our students advocate for 

themselves, and better 

understand when a person is 

trying to engage them in 

unsafe and harmful acts.  



CCS-Grade 4- Speaking & Listening  

These standards can be met 

while presenting curricula that 

help students understand how 

to protect themselves from 

abuse and neglect. 

Again, the better 

communication skills 

our students have, 

the more they can 

protect and 

advocate for 

themselves. 



Conclusion

 Together we can make a difference.

 Provide evidence that our students/children struggle 

with language, thus need all the support they can get 

to build communication skills. 

 Better communication skills will lead to more 

opportunities for them to advocate for their safety.

 Teachers can infuse child abuse and neglect as well 

as self-advocacy curricula into their existing academic 

program.

 The curricula meets the standards, show them the 

connection! 

 Use your resources, I’m here for you!



Thank You & 
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