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Goals 99

SUMMARY
This chapter detailed the importance of writing meaningful IEP goals that can be
measured and are culturally responsive for the needs of students who are CLD. 
The IEP team must first record the learner’s strengths and areas for improvement 
in the PLAAFP section of the IEP. Next, the IEP team must prioritize the needs of 
the student and construct goals that will address those priorities. As noted in this 
chapter, goals form the basis from which interventions and services are formed. 
Therefore, it is critical to ensure that goals address the specific needs, states, or 
conditions that will be changed as a result of the intervention(s). In this age of 
accountability, IEP teams must develop meaningful and compliant IEPs that can 
be easily measured and communicated to all stakeholders.

THE IEP CHECKLIST: GOALS
The following checklist can be used as an inventory to ensure that the Goals sec-
tion of the IEP meets IDEA 2004 regulations.
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The IEP Checklist

Special Instructional Factors

Discussion
needed

Yes No

Does the child have behavior that impedes their learning or the learning of others?

Is the child blind or visually impaired?

Does the child have communication needs (required for individuals who are deaf or
hearing impaired)?

Does the child need assistive technology devices and/or services?

Does the child require specially designed physical education?

Will the child participate in statewide testing?

Key Area (IEP section):
Student’s Present Levels of Academic
Achievement and Functional Performance

Criteria met

Yes No

P1: Present levels are prioritized based on student’s needs.

P2: A statement is included that explains the effect of a student’s disability on their
educational performance and involvement and progress in the general education
curriculum.

P3: A statement is included that clearly indicates the student’s actual performance
in academic and functional areas (e.g., behavioral, communication).

P4: A statement is included that describes the student’s strengths and needs
(Present Levels of Academic Achievement and Functional Performance).

P5:
goals.

Key Area (IEP section): 
Goal(s)

Criteria met

Yes No

G1:
in the Present Levels of Academic Achievement and Functional Performance 
(PLAAFP) section.

G2: Measurable annual goals are included in academic and/or functional areas.

G3:

G4: Goals describe skills that can realistically be achieved within 1 year.

G5: Goals are clearly connected to the statement(s) in the PLAAFP section of the 
student’s IEP.

G6:
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ACTIVITIES
The activities included in this chapter are intended for the reader to gain a deeper 
understanding of the content covered. For this chapter, each activity builds on the 
skills of the previous activity. The activities associated with this chapter include 
the following:

• Activity 5.1. Writing the BEST Goal Statement

• Activity 5.2. IEP Goal Sentence Frame

• Activity 5.3. Identification of Quality IEP Goals

• Activity 5.4. Writing Quality IEP Goals
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