
DVIDB/CEC Revision of Initial Licensure Specialty Sets for Teachers of Students
with Deafblindness: Proposed Evidence

Reviewed after Survey
November 27th, 2021

Due to Voted on by CEC K&S
Due to Accepted by CEC- January, 2022

DVIDB Validation Team, 2020-2021

Susan Bruce, Boston College
Adam Graves, Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired
Catherine Nelson, University of Utah (Emeritus)
Amy T. Parker, Portland State University
Carol Rimka, Plano Independent School District, Texas
Carlie Rhoads, American Foundation for the Blind
Debbie Sanders, Utah Schools for the Deaf and Blind

DVIDB Expert Reviewers and Original Competency Authors

Alana Zambone, North Carolina Central University
(Teacher Competencies Lead Author, 2009 edition)
Linda Alsop, Utah State University (Intervener Competencies Lead Author, 2009 edition)

DVIDB Family Organizational Partners

National Family Association of the Deaf-Blind
CHARGE Syndrome Foundation

DVIDB Editing Support

Becky Morton, Portland State University

1



Strand 1: Engaging in Professional Learning and Practice within Ethical
Guidelines

Strand Leader: Leslie Buchanan
Team: Brooke Barnhill, Lauren Lieberman, Marianne Riggio

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.1.K1.
Historical, legal, political, and sociocultural forces unique to the education
of students who are deafblind and their relevance to current educational
practices.

Research-based References
Ask Larsen, F. & Damen, S. (2014). Definitions of deafblindness and congenital
deafblindness. Research in Developmental Disabilities. 35(10), 2568-2576.

Correa-Torres, S. M., Bowen, S. K., & Furze, M. (2020). Educators of students who
are deafblind in the United States: A snapshot of their perceived needs for teacher
preparation programs. British Journal of Visual Impairment, 0264619620915271.

Deuce, Gail. (2017). The education of learners with CHARGE syndrome. British
Journal of Special Education. 44, (4), 376-393.

Giangreco, M.F., Edelman, S.W., Dennis, R.E., & Cloninger, C.J. (1995). Use and
Impact of COACH with Students who are Deaf-Blind. Research and Practice for
Persons with Severe Disabilities, 20, 121
-135. https://www.chs.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/transition_planning_for_students_
who_are_deafblind.pdf

Literature/Theory-based References
Agran, M., Brown, F., Hughes, C., Quirk, C., & Ryndak, D. (2014). Equity & full
participation for individuals with severe disabilities: A vision for the future. Baltimore:
Paul H. Brooke Publishing Co

Alice Cogswell and Anne Sullivan Macy Act of 2015, H.R. 3535, 114th Cong. (2015)

Bowen, S. K., & Correa-Torres, S. M. (2017). Understanding the communication
needs of culturally and linguistically diverse students who are deafblind. Perspectives
of the ASHA Special Interest Groups, 2(12), 81-88.

Giangreco, M. F., Cloninger, C. J., Iverson, V. S. (2011). Choosing Outcomes &
Accommodations for Children: A Guide to Educational Planning for Students with
Disabilities. United States: Paul H. Brookes Publishing Company.
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https://www.chs.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/transition_planning_for_students_who_are_deafblind.pdf
https://www.chs.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/transition_planning_for_students_who_are_deafblind.pdf


Hartmann, E. & Weismer, P. (2016). Technology implementation and curriculum
engagement for children and youth who are deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf,
161(4), 462-473.

Dammeyer, J. (2015). Deafblindness and dual sensory loss research: Current status
and future directions. World Journal of Otorhinolaryngology, 5(2), 37-40.

Nelson, C., & Bruce, S. M. (2016). Critical issues in the lives of children and
youth who are deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf, 161(4), 406–411.

Parker, A.T., McGinnity, B.L., & Bruce, S. M. (2011). A position paper of the division
on visual impairments. Retrieved on July 8, 2020 from
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/SPED/d2199768-679e-41f6-aa2a-e9
d3b5b748c8/UploadedImages/Position%20Papers/DVI%20Deafblindness%20Positio
n%20Paper.pdf

Parker, A. T., & Nelson, C. (2016). Toward a comprehensive system of personnel
development in deafblind education. American Annals of the Deaf, 161(4),
486–501. 

Wood, J. & Chinn, K. M.,  Ed (2010). Educating children who are deaf-blind.
International Encyclopedia of Education (Third Edition), 621-627. Elsevier
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-08-044894-7.01113-1

Practice-based References
Blaha, R. et al. (2014, September, rev.). Module 1 - An overview of deaf-blindness
and instructional strategies. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands,
Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National
Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon University.

Bowen, S. K., & Correa-Torres, S. M. (2017). Understanding the communication
needs of culturally and linguistically diverse students who are deafblind. Perspectives
of the ASHA Special Interest Groups. 2 (3), 81-88.

Hartmann, E. (2011). Universal design for learning. Retrieved from
file:///C:/Users/marina.mccormick/Downloads/Universal-Design-for-Learning_a.pdf .

Hartmann, E. S. (2012) A socio-cognitive approach to how children with
deafblindness understand symbols, International Journal of Disability, Development
and Education, 59(2), 131-144.

Mockler, K. (2014). Establishing and maintaining high expectations for deaf/blind
students using a team approach. Odyssey, 50-53.

Proposed Proposed Item
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https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/SPED/d2199768-679e-41f6-aa2a-e9d3b5b748c8/UploadedImages/Position%20Papers/DVI%20Deafblindness%20Position%20Paper.pdf
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/B9780080448947011131?via%3Dihub#!
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/referenceworks/9780080448947
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-08-044894-7.01113-1


Code

DB.1.K2.
The central role of family in the lives of individuals with deafblindness and
as active core members of the team.

Research-based References
Kyzar, K., Brady, S., Summers, J., Haines, S., Turnbull, A. (2016). Services and
supports, partnership, and family quality of life: Focus on deaf-blindness. Exceptional
Children, 83 (1), 77 – 91.

Nelson, C., Greenfield, R. G., Hyte, H. A., & Shaffer, J. P. (2013). Stress, behavior,
and children and youth who are deafblind. Research and Practice for Persons With
Severe Disabilities, 38, 139–156.

Petroff, J., Pancsofar, N., & Shaaban, E. (2019). Postschool outcomes of youths with
deafblindness in the United States: Building further understandings for future practice.
Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 113, 274-282.

Štěrbová, D. & Kudláček, M.(2014) Deaf-blindness: Voices of mothers concerning
leisure-time physical activity and coping with disability. Acta Gymnica, 44(4),
193–201.

Literature/Theory-based References
Correa-Torres, S. & Bowen, S. (2016).  Recognizing the needs of families of children
and youth who are deaf-blind. American Annals of the Deaf.  161 (4) 454-461.

Hartmann, E. S. (2012) A socio-cognitive approach to how children with
deafblindness understand symbols, International Journal of Disability, Development
and Education, 59(2), 131-144.

Hartshorne, T. S., & Schmittel, M. C. (2016). Social-emotional development in
children and youth who are deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf, 161(4), 444–453. 

Hatton, D., Chen, D., Snyder, D., Smith, C., Greeley, K., & Anthony, T.  (2017). Family
centered practices for infants and toddlers with visual impairments. A position paper
of the Division on Visual Impairments and Deafblindness.  Retrieved from Council for
Exceptional Children website
http://community.cec.sped.org/dvi/resourcesportal/positionpapers 

Parker, A. T., McGinnity, B. L., Bruce, S. M. (2011). Educational programming for
students who are deaf-blind: A position paper of the Division on Visual Impairments.
Retrieved from Council for Exceptional Children website
http://community.cec.sped.org/dvi/resourcesportal/positionpapers 

Practice-based References
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http://community.cec.sped.org/dvi/resourcesportal/positionpapers
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Bruce, S. M., & Bashinski, S. M. (2017). The tri-focus framework and interprofessional
collaborative practice in severe disabilities. American Journal of Speech-Language
Pathology, 26, 162-180.

Kennedy, B. et al. (2015, September). Module 18 – Collaborative teaming and family
partnerships. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access:
Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon University.

Rowland (2009) Assessing Communication and Learning in Young Children Who are
Deafblind or Who Have Multiple Disabilities. Portland, OR: Oregon Institute on
Disability and Development. 

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.1.K3
Key qualities of programs serving individuals with deafblindness across the
lifespan, and the critical roles of team members. 

Research-based References
Brady, L. B. (2019). Determining a tactile threshold for learners with deafblindness:
Teachers’ communication modality choices. Visual Impairment and Deafblind
Education Quarterly 65 (2), 46-55.

Ferrell, K. A., Bruce, S., & Luckner, J. L. (2014). Evidence-based practices for
students with sensory impairments (Document No. IC-4). Retrieved from University of
Florida, Collaboration for Effective Educator, Development, Accountability, and
Reform Center.  http://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/tools/innovation-configurations/

Hartmann, E., & Weismer, P. (2016). Technology implementation and curriculum
engagement for children and youth who are deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf,
161(4), 462-473.

Lieberman, L. J., Ericson, K., Lepore-Stevens, M., & Wolffe, K. (in press). Expanded
core curriculum during Camp Abilities: A qualitative study. Journal of Visual
Impairment and Blindness, accepted

Lieberman, L. J., & Kirk, T. N., Haegele, J.A (2018). Physical education and transition
planning experiences relating to recreation among adults who are deafblind: A recall
analysis. Journal of Visual Impairment and Blindness, 112, 73-86.

Literature/Theory-based References
Ogletree, B. T. (2017). Addressing the communication and other needs of persons
with severe disabilities through engaged interprofessional teams: Introduction to a
clinical forum. American Journal of Speech-Language Pathology, 26, 157-161.
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http://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/tools/innovation-configurations/


Parker, A. T. & Nelson, C. (2016). Toward a comprehensive system of personnel
development in deafblind education. American Annals of the Deaf, 161, 486-501.

Parker, A. T., McGinnity, B. L., Bruce, S. M. (2011). Educational programming for
students who are deaf-blind: A position paper of the Division on Visual Impairments.
Retrieved from Council for Exceptional Children website
http://community.cec.sped.org/dvi/resourcesportal/positionpapers

National Consortium on Deaf-Blindness. (2013). Definition of Intervener Services and
Interveners in Educational Settings Technical Report. Retrieved from
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED545215.pdf

Riggio, M. (2010). Quality Indicators for Programs Serving Students Who are Blind
and Visually Impaired with Additional Disabilities or Deafblindness. Watertown, MA:
Perkins International.

Practice-based References
Allman, C. B., & Lewis, S. (Eds.). (2014). ECC Essentials: Teaching the Expanded
Core Curriculum to Students with Visual Impairments. New York: AFB Press.

Bruce, S. M. & Bashinshi, S. M. (2017). The tri-focus framework and interprofessional
collaborative practices in severe disabilities. American Journal of Speech-Language
Pathology, 26, 162-180.

Nelson, C., & Sanders, D. (2014). Collaboration to ensure effective education of
students who are deafblind. Visual Impairment and Deafblind Education Quarterly,
59(5), 26-35.

Sacks, S. Z. & Zatta, M. C. (Eds.). (2016). Keys to Educational Success: Teaching
Students with Visual Impairments and Multiple Disabilities. New York, NY: AFB Press.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.1.K4
Multiple appropriate assessments according to age and individual
characteristics with the learner’s team.

Research-based References
Chen, D., Rowland, C., Stillman, R., & Mar, H. (2009). Authentic practices for
assessing skills of young children with sensory impairments and multiple disabilities. 
Early Childhood Services, 3, (4) 323-338.

Ferrell, K. A., Bruce, S., & Luckner, J. L. (2014). Evidence-based practices for
students with sensory impairments (Document No. IC-4). Retrieved from University of
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http://community.cec.sped.org/dvi/resourcesportal/positionpapers
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED545215.pdf
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http://www.afb.org/store/Pages/ShoppingCart/ProductDetails.aspx?ProductId=978-0-89128-551-9&ruling=Yes
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Florida, Collaboration for Effective Educator, Development, Accountability, and
Reform Center website:

Nelson, C., Janssen, M., Oster, T., & Jayaraman, G. (2010). Reliability and fidelity of
the van Dijk assessment. Research and Practice In Visual Impairment and Blindness,
3, (3) 71-80. 

Rowland, C. (2011) Using the Communication Matrix to assess expressive skills in
early communicators. Communication Disorders Quarterly, 32, 190-201.

Towles-Reeves, E., Kampfer-Bohach, S., Garrett, B., Kearns, J. F.,&  Grisham-Brown,
J. (2006). Are we leaving our children behind? State deaf-blind coordinators’
perceptions of large-scale assessment. Journal of Disability Studies, 17, (1) 40-48. 

Literature/Theory-based References
Bruce, S., Sacks, S. Z., & Brum, C. (2016). Assessment of students who have visual
impairments and multiple disabilities. In Sacks, S. Z., Zatta, M. C. (Eds.), Keys to
Educational Success: Teaching Students with Visual Impairments and Multiple
Disabilities (pp. 101-147). New York, NY: American Foundation for the Blind Press. 

Bruce, S. M., Luckner, J. L., & Ferrell, K. A. (2018). Assessment of students with
sensory disabilities: Evidence-based practices. Assessment for Effective Intervention.
43, (2) 79–89.

McKenzie, A. R. (2009). Unique considerations for assessing the learning media of
students who are deaf-blind. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 103, 241-245.

Rowland (2009). Assessing Communication and Learning in Young Children Who are
Deafblind or Who Have Multiple Disabilities. Portland, OR: Oregon Institute on
Disability and Development. 

Practice-based References
Cavanaugh, L. K., Hilgenbrinck, L., & Lieberman, L. J. (in press). Physical gross
motor assessment and placement in physical education of five students with
CHARGE syndrome, Palaestra

Ferrell, K. A., Bruce, S., & Luckner, J. L. (2014). Evidence-based practices for
students with sensory impairments (Document No. IC-4). Retrieved from University of
Florida, Collaboration for Effective Educator, Development, Accountability, and
Reform Center website: ceedar.education.ufl.edu

Nelson, C. (2019) Child guided strategies: The van Dijk approach to assessment.
Visual Impairment and Deafblind Education Quarterly, 64 (1), 13-18.

Rowland, C. (2011) Using the Communication Matrix to assess expressive skills in
early communicators. Communication Disorders Quarterly, 32, 190-201.
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http://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/IC-4_FINAL_03-30-15.pdf
http://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/IC-4_FINAL_03-30-15.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1525740110394651
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1525740110394651
http://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/IC-4_FINAL_03-30-15.pdf
http://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/IC-4_FINAL_03-30-15.pdf
http://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/IC-4_FINAL_03-30-15.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1525740110394651
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1525740110394651


Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.1.K5
Specialized roles of educators of learners who are deafblind, including
teachers of deafblind (TDB), in their various capacities (e.g. itinerant
teacher, classroom teacher, and consultant) and as supervisors of
interveners and other support staff .

Research-based References
Brady, L. B. (2019). Determining a tactile threshold for learners with deafblindness:
Teachers’ communication modality choices. Visual Impairment and Deafblind
Education Quarterly 65 (2), 46-55.

Parker, A., Ivy, S. (2014). Communication development of children with visual
impairment and deafblindness: A synthesis of intervention research. International
Review of Research in Developmental Disabilities, 46, 101-143.

Literature/Theory-based References
Nelson, C., & Bruce, S. M. (2016). Critical issues in the lives of children and youth
who are deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf, 161(4), 406–411. 

Parker, A. T., & Nelson, C. (2016). Toward a comprehensive system of personnel
development in deafblind education. American Annals of the Deaf, 161(4), 486–501. 

Parker, A. T., McGinnity, B. L., Bruce, S. M. (2011). Educational programming for
students who are deaf-blind: A position paper of the Division on Visual Impairments.
Retrieved from Council for Exceptional Children website:
http://community.cec.sped.org/dvi/resourcesportal/positionpapers 

Practice-based References
Montgomery, C. (2014). Teacher of deafblind pilot program in Texas: Part I. Visual
Impairment and Deafblind Education Quarterly, 59 (5), 34-40.

Montgomery, C. (2015). Teacher of deafblind pilot program in Texas: Part II. Visual
Impairment and Deafblind Education Quarterly, 60 (1), 15-32.

Nelson, C., & Sanders, D. (2014). Collaboration to ensure effective education of
students who are deafblind. Visual Impairment and Deafblind Education Quarterly,
59(5), 26-35.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.1.K6
Resources that provide specialized technical assistance, services,
equipment, technology and adaptive materials at the local, state, and

8

http://community.cec.sped.org/dvi/resourcesportal/positionpapers


national levels related to the field of deafblindness, and how to access
them.

Research-based References
American Printing House for the Blind (2011). Report of the APH birth to grade 12
multiple disabilities focus group and survey.
https://www.aph.org/rd/research-resources/report-of-the-aph-birth-to-grade-12-multipl
e-disabilities-focus-group-and-survey/

Correa-Torres, S. M., Bowen, S. K. & Furze, M. (2020 online). Educators of students
who are deafblind in the United States: A snapshot of their perceived needs for
teacher preparation programs. British Journal of Visual Impairment,
https://doi.org/10.1177/0264619620915271

Daley, T. C., Edwards, J., Fiore, T. A., Johnson, L. (2018). National Evaluation of the
State Deaf-Blind Projects:. U.S. Department of Education, Westat. 
Štěrbová, D. & Kudláček, M.(2014) Deaf-blindness: Voices of mothers concerning
leisure-time physical activity and coping with disability. Acta Gymnica, 44(4), 193–201

Literature/Theory-based References
Parker, A. T., & Nelson, C. (2016). Toward a comprehensive system of personnel
development in deafblind education. American Annals of the Deaf, 161(4), 486–501. 

Riggio, M. & Miles, B. (2008). Deafblindness: Educational Service Guidelines,
Watertown, MA: Perkins School for the Blind.

Practice-based References
Parker, A., Gebre, M. & Zhou, L. (2011). Assistive technology and students who are
deafblind: Bridging gaps in school participation. DVI Quarterly. 56 (3), 21-25. 

Parker, A. T., McGinnity, B. L., Bruce, S. M. (2011). Educational programming for
students who are deaf-blind: A position paper of the Division on Visual Impairments.
Retrieved from Council for Exceptional Children website
http://community.cec.sped.org/dvi/resourcesportal/positionpapers

Phillips, C. L., Hile, J. L., & Jardes, T. L. (2013). A team approach for the transition to
middle school and beyond for a young man who Is deafblind and gifted. Journal of
Visual Impairment and Blindness. 107 (6), 528-534.  

Probst, K.M. & Morrow, S. (2019).  Supporting individuals who are deafblind
interpreters, interveners, and support service providers. Retrieved from:
https://rid.org/supporting-individuals-who-are-deafblind/.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item
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https://www.aph.org/rd/research-resources/report-of-the-aph-birth-to-grade-12-multiple-disabilities-focus-group-and-survey/
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http://community.cec.sped.org/dvi/resourcesportal/positionpapers
https://rid.org/supporting-individuals-who-are-deafblind/


DB.1.K7
Communication rights for individuals with deafblindness.

Research-based References
Brady, L. B. (2019). Determining a tactile threshold for learners with deafblindness:
Teachers’ communication modality choices. Visual Impairment and Deafblind
Education Quarterly 65 (2), 46-55.

Correa-Torres, S. (2008). Communication opportunities for students
with deafblindness in specialized and inclusive settings: A pilot study. Re:View, 39 (4),
197-205. 

Dammeyer, J., Ask Larsen, F. (2016). Communication and language profiles of
children with congenital deafblindness.  British Journal of Visual Impairment, 34 (3),
214-224.

Hersh, M.(2013). Deafblind people, communication, independence, and isolation.
Journal of Deaf Studies and Deaf Education, 18, 446-463. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/deafed/ent022

Wolsey, J. L. A. (2017). Perspectives and Experiences of DeafBlind College Students.
Qualitative Report, 22(8).

Literature/Theory-based References
Brady, N. C., Bruce, S., Goldman, A., Erickson, K., Mineo, B., Ogletree, B. T., Paul,
D., Romski, M., Sevcik, R., Siegel, E., Schoonover, J., Snell, M., Sylvester, L., &
Wilkinson, K. (2016). Communication services and supports for individuals with
severe disabilities: Guidance for assessment and intervention. American Journal on
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, 121(2), 121-138.

Bruce, S. M., & Bashinski, S. M. (2017). The tri-focus framework and interprofessional
collaborative practice in severe disabilities. American Journal of Speech-Language
Pathology, 26, 162-180.

Bruce, S. M., Nelson, C., Perez, A., Stutzman, B., & Barnhill, B. A. (2016). The state
of research on communication and literacy in deafblindness. American Annals of the
Deaf, 161(4), 424–443. 

Practice-based References
Ferrell, K. A., Bruce, S., & Luckner, J. L. (2014). Evidence-based practices for
students with sensory impairments (Document No. IC-4). Retrieved from University of
Florida, Collaboration for Effective Educator, Development, Accountability, and
Reform Center website.
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Granda, A. & Nuccio, J. (2018). Protactile Principles. Seattle, Washington: Tactile
Communications. Retrieved from
https://www.nationaldb.org/info-center/educational-practices/touch-signals/

Hanning-Zwanenberg, A., Rødbroe, I., Nafstad, A., Souriau, J. (2015).
Narrative-based conversations with children who are congenitally deaf-blind. Journal
of Deafblind Studies on Communication, 1 (1), 40-53.

National Consortium on Deafblindness (2010, Revised). Expressive communication:
How children send their messages to you. Retrieved from
https://www.nationaldb.org/info-center/expressive-communication-factsheet/

National Consortium on Deafblindness (2010, Revised). Receptive communication:
How children understand your messages to them. Retrieved from
https://www.nationaldb.org/info-center/receptive-communication-factsheet/ 

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.1.K8
Principles of respectful interactions that promote access, meaningful
participation, and skill development.

Research-based References
Bruce, S. M., Bashinski, S. M., Covelli, A J., Bernstein, V., Zatta, M. C., Briggs, S.
(2018). Positive behavior supports for Individuals who are deafblind with CHARGE
Syndrome. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 112, (5) 497-508. 

Haakma, I., Janssen, M., & Minnaert, A. (2016). Understanding the relationship
between teacher behavior and motivation in students with acquired deafblindness.
American Annals of the Deaf, 161, (3), 314–326.

Haakma, I., Janssen, M., & Minnaert, A.. (2017). The influence of need-supportive
teacher behavior on the motivation of students with congenital deafblindness. Journal
of Visual Impairment & Blindness 111, (3) 247-260.

Literature/Theory-based References
Bruce, S. M., & Bashinski, S. M. (2017). The trifocus framework and interprofessional
collaborative practice in severe disabilities. American Journal of Speech-Language
Pathology, 26, 162–180. http://doi.org/10.1044/2016_AJSLP-15-0063

Dammeyer, Jesper. (2014). Deafblindness: A review of the literature. Scandinavian
Journal of Public Health 42, 554-562.

Parker, A. T., McGinnity, B. L., Bruce, S. M. (2011). Educational programming for
students who are deaf-blind: A position paper of the Division on Visual Impairments.
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https://www.nationaldb.org/info-center/educational-practices/touch-signals/
https://www.nationaldb.org/info-center/expressive-communication-factsheet/
https://www.nationaldb.org/info-center/receptive-communication-factsheet/
http://dbhost01.inmagic.com/Presto/content/Detail.aspx?ctID=ZDAwZDFkNTMtNjEwNi00ZGE3LWE4NWUtMzM5N2JmOWMyODc0&rID=NTEzNTA=&qrs=RmFsc2U=&q=ZGVhZmJsaW5kbmVzcyBzdXBwb3J0&ph=VHJ1ZQ==&bckToL=VHJ1ZQ==&rrtc=VHJ1ZQ==
http://dbhost01.inmagic.com/Presto/content/Detail.aspx?ctID=ZDAwZDFkNTMtNjEwNi00ZGE3LWE4NWUtMzM5N2JmOWMyODc0&rID=NTEzNTA=&qrs=RmFsc2U=&q=ZGVhZmJsaW5kbmVzcyBzdXBwb3J0&ph=VHJ1ZQ==&bckToL=VHJ1ZQ==&rrtc=VHJ1ZQ==
http://dbhost01.inmagic.com/Presto/content/Detail.aspx?ctID=ZDAwZDFkNTMtNjEwNi00ZGE3LWE4NWUtMzM5N2JmOWMyODc0&rID=NTA0NDA=&qrs=RmFsc2U=&q=ZGVhZmJsaW5kbmVzcyBzdXBwb3J0&ph=VHJ1ZQ==&bckToL=VHJ1ZQ==&rrtc=VHJ1ZQ==
http://dbhost01.inmagic.com/Presto/content/Detail.aspx?ctID=ZDAwZDFkNTMtNjEwNi00ZGE3LWE4NWUtMzM5N2JmOWMyODc0&rID=NTA0NDA=&qrs=RmFsc2U=&q=ZGVhZmJsaW5kbmVzcyBzdXBwb3J0&ph=VHJ1ZQ==&bckToL=VHJ1ZQ==&rrtc=VHJ1ZQ==
http://doi.org/10.1044/2016_AJSLP-15-0063
http://dbhost01.inmagic.com/Presto/content/Detail.aspx?ctID=ZDAwZDFkNTMtNjEwNi00ZGE3LWE4NWUtMzM5N2JmOWMyODc0&rID=NTIxMjA=&qrs=RmFsc2U=&q=ZGVhZmJsaW5kbmVzcyBpc3N1ZXM=&ph=VHJ1ZQ==&bckToL=VHJ1ZQ==&rrtc=VHJ1ZQ==


Retrieved from Council for Exceptional Children website
http://community.cec.sped.org/dvi/resourcesportal/positionpapers 

Practice-based References
Miles, B., (Online resource). Conversations: Connecting and Learning With Persons
Who Are Deafblind. Watertown, MA: Perkins School for the Blind eLearning.

Nelson, C., Hyte, H., & Greenfield, R. (2016). Increasing self-regulation and
classroom participation of a child who Is deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf,
160(5), 496-509.

Nelson, C. (2019) Child guided strategies: The van Dijk approach to assessment.
Visual Impairment and Deafblind Education Quarterly, 64 (1), 13-18.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.1.S1
Foster self-determination and advocacy in individuals with deafblindness
and their families.

Research-based References
Cmar, J. L., McDonnall, M. C., & Markoski, K. M. (2017). In-School Predictors of
Postschool Employment for Youth Who Are Deaf-Blind. Career Development and
Transition for Exceptional Individuals, 1-11. doi:10.1177/2165143417736057

Petroff, J., Pancsofar, N., & Shaaban, E. (2019). Postschool outcomes of youths with
deafblindness in the United States: Building further understandings for future practice.
Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 113, 274-282.

Petroff, J. G. (2020). Transition from school to quality adult life for youth with
deafblindness: Creating and promoting evidence-based practices of planning and
programming. DbI Review. 63, 23-24. 

Wittich, W., Jarry, J., Groulx, G., Southall, K., & Gagné, J. P. (2016). Rehabilitation
and research priorities in deafblindness for the next decade. Journal of Visual
Impairment & Blindness (Online), 110(4), 219-231    

Literature/Theory-based References
Correa-Torres, S., Bowen, S. (2016). Recognizing the needs of families of children
and youth who are deaf-blind. American Annals of the Deaf, 161 (4), 454-461. 

Roy, A., McVilly, K. R., & Crisp, B. R. (2018). Preparing for inclusive consultation,
research and policy development: Insights from the field of deafblindness. Journal of
Social Inclusion. 9 (1), 71-88.
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http://community.cec.sped.org/dvi/resourcesportal/positionpapers
http://dbhost01.inmagic.com/Presto/content/Detail.aspx?ctID=ZDAwZDFkNTMtNjEwNi00ZGE3LWE4NWUtMzM5N2JmOWMyODc0&rID=NTU2NDY=&qrs=RmFsc2U=&q=ZGVhZmJsaW5kIHByb2dyYW0=&ph=VHJ1ZQ==&bckToL=VHJ1ZQ==&rrtc=VHJ1ZQ==
http://dbhost01.inmagic.com/Presto/content/Detail.aspx?ctID=ZDAwZDFkNTMtNjEwNi00ZGE3LWE4NWUtMzM5N2JmOWMyODc0&rID=NTU2NDY=&qrs=RmFsc2U=&q=ZGVhZmJsaW5kIHByb2dyYW0=&ph=VHJ1ZQ==&bckToL=VHJ1ZQ==&rrtc=VHJ1ZQ==
http://dbhost01.inmagic.com/Presto/content/Detail.aspx?ctID=ZDAwZDFkNTMtNjEwNi00ZGE3LWE4NWUtMzM5N2JmOWMyODc0&rID=NTU2NDY=&qrs=RmFsc2U=&q=ZGVhZmJsaW5kIHByb2dyYW0=&ph=VHJ1ZQ==&bckToL=VHJ1ZQ==&rrtc=VHJ1ZQ==
http://dbhost01.inmagic.com/Presto/content/Detail.aspx?ctID=ZDAwZDFkNTMtNjEwNi00ZGE3LWE4NWUtMzM5N2JmOWMyODc0&rID=NTE1MjY=&qrs=RmFsc2U=&q=ZGVhZmJsaW5kIHByb2dyYW0=&ph=VHJ1ZQ==&bckToL=VHJ1ZQ==&rrtc=VHJ1ZQ==
http://dbhost01.inmagic.com/Presto/content/Detail.aspx?ctID=ZDAwZDFkNTMtNjEwNi00ZGE3LWE4NWUtMzM5N2JmOWMyODc0&rID=NTE1MjY=&qrs=RmFsc2U=&q=ZGVhZmJsaW5kIHByb2dyYW0=&ph=VHJ1ZQ==&bckToL=VHJ1ZQ==&rrtc=VHJ1ZQ==


Practice-based References
Bruce, S. M. & Parker, A.T. (2012). Young deafblind adults in action: Becoming
self-determined change agents through advocacy. American Annals of the Deaf,
(157)1, 16-26.

Bruce, S., Zatta, M., Gavin, M., Stelzer, S. (2016). Socialization and self-
determination in different-age dyads of students who are deafblind. Journal of Visual
Impairment & Blindness, 110 (3), 149-161.

National Center on Deaf-Blindness. (2019). Recommendations to improve transition
outcomes for students with deaf-blindness and additional disabilities. Retrieved from
https://www.nationaldb.org/products/transition-recommendations/

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.1.S2
Support, train, communicate, and when appropriate, supervise interveners
and other direct support staff. 

Research-based References
Brock, M. E., & Anderson, E. J. (2020). Training paraprofessionals who work with
students with intellectual and developmental disabilities: What does the research
say? Psychology in the Schools. https://doi.org/10.1002/pits.22386

Brock, M. E. & Carter, E. W. (2013). A systematic review of
paraprofessional-delivered educational practices to improve outcomes for students
with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Research & Practice for Persons with
Severe Disabilities, 38(4), 211–221

Giangreco, M.F., Edelman, S.W.,  & Broer, S.M. (2001).  Respect, appreciation, and
acknowledgment of paraprofessionals who support students with Disabilities.
Exceptional Children, 67(4), 485-498.

Harris, B. A. (2011). Effects of the Proximity of Paraeducators on the Interactions of
Braille Readers in Inclusive Settings. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness,
105(8), 467–478. https://doi.org/10.1177/0145482X1110500803

Literature/Theory-based References
National Consortium on Deaf-Blindness. (2013). Definition of Intervener Services and
Interveners in Educational Settings Technical Report. Retrieved from
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED545215.pdf

Parker, A. T., & Nelson, C. (2016). Toward a comprehensive system of personnel
development in deafblind education. American Annals of the Deaf, 161(4), 486–501. 

Practice-based References
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https://doi.org/10.1002/pits.22386
https://doi.org/10.1177/0145482X1110500803
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED545215.pdf


Barton, E. E., Kinder, K., Casey, A. M. & Artman, K. M. (2011). Finding your feedback
fit: Strategies for designing and delivering performance feedback systems. Young
Exceptional Children, 14, 29-46.

Russell, C. (2019). Supporting availability for learning: Student-centered
biobehavioral assessment and intervention for children and youth with
deafblindness/multiple disabilities. Visual Impairment and Deafblind Education
Quarterly 65 (2), 56-72.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.1.S3
Foster expressive and receptive communication development and
interactions.

Research-based References
Bruce, S., Janssen, M., & Bashinski, S. (2016). Individualizing and personalizing
communication and literacy instruction for children who are deafblind.  Journal of
Deafblind Studies on Communication. 2 (1), 73-87.

Martens, M. A. W., Janssen, M. J., Ruijssenaars,  W. A. J. J. M., & Riksen-Walraven,
M. (2014). Introducing an iIntervention model for fostering affective involvement with
persons who are congenitally deafblind.  University of Groningen: The Netherlands.
Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1177/0145482X1410800104

Parker, A., & Ivy, S. (2014). Communication development of children with visual
impairment and deafblindness: A synthesis of intervention research. International
Review of Research in Developmental Disabilities, 46, 101-143.

Literature/Theory-based References
Brady, N. C., Bruce, S., Goldman, A., Erickson, K., Mineo, B., Ogletree, B. T., Paul,
D., Romski, M., Sevcik, R., Siegel, E., Schoonover, J., Snell, M., Sylvester, L., &
Wilkinson, K. (2016). Communication services and supports for individuals with
severe disabilities: Guidance for assessment and intervention. American Journal on
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, 121(2), 121-138

Bruce, S. M., & Bashinski, S. M. (2017). The tri-focus framework and interprofessional
collaborative practice in severe disabilities. American Journal of Speech-Language
Pathology, 26, 162-180.

Bruce, S., Nelson, C., Perez, A., Stutzman, B., & Barnhill, B. (2016). The State of
research on communication and literacy in deafblindness. American Annals of The
Deaf, 161(4), 424-443.

Ferrell, K. A., Bruce, S., & Luckner, J. L. (2014). Evidence-based practices for
students with sensory impairments (Document No. IC-4). Retrieved from University of

14

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0145482X1410800104
https://doi.org/10.1177/0145482X1410800104


Florida, Collaboration for Effective Educator, Development, Accountability, and
Reform Center website:
http://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/tools/innovation-configurations/

Practice-based References
Correa-Torres, S. (2008). Communication opportunities for students
with deafblindness in specialized and inclusive settings: A pilot study. Re:View, 39 (4),
197-205. 

Giangreco, M.F., Edelman, S.W.,  & Broer, S.M. (2001).  Respect, appreciation, and
acknowledgment of paraprofessionals who support students with Disabilities.
Exceptional Children, 67(4), 485-498.

National Consortium on Deafblindness (2010, Revised). Expressive communication:
How children send their messages to you. Retrieved from
https://www.nationaldb.org/info-center/expressive-communication-factsheet/

National Consortium on Deafblindness (2010, Revised). Receptive communication:
How children understand your messages to them. Retrieved from
https://www.nationaldb.org/info-center/receptive-communication-factsheet/ 

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.1.S4
Determine, recommend, and support appropriate services and providers,
including, when appropriate, the services of an intervener, based on
evaluation.

Research-based References
Cole-Lade, G., & Bailey, L. (2020). Examining the role of paraeducators when
supporting children with complex communication needs: A multiple case study.
Teacher Education and Special Education, 43(2), 144-161.

Daley, T. C., Edwards, J., Fiore, T. A., & Johnson, L. (2018). National Evaluation of
the State Deaf-Blind Projects. U.S. Department of Education, Westat.

Literature/Theory-based References
Alsop, L., Robinson, C., Goehl, K., Lace, J., Belote, M., & Rodriquez-Gil, G. (2007).
Interveners in the classroom: Guidelines for teams working with students who are
deaf-blind. Logan: SKI-HI Institute, Utah State University.

Griffin-Shirley, N. & Matlock, D. Paraprofessionals speak out: a survey.
RE:view: Rehabilitation Education for Blindness and Visual Impairment, v36 n3 p127
Fall 2004.
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http://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/tools/innovation-configurations/
https://www.nationaldb.org/info-center/expressive-communication-factsheet/
https://www.nationaldb.org/info-center/receptive-communication-factsheet/
http://dbhost01.inmagic.com/Presto/content/Detail.aspx?ctID=ZDAwZDFkNTMtNjEwNi00ZGE3LWE4NWUtMzM5N2JmOWMyODc0&rID=NTE1NTg=&qrs=RmFsc2U=&q=ZGVhZmJsaW5kIHByb2dyYW0=&ph=VHJ1ZQ==&bckToL=VHJ1ZQ==&rrtc=VHJ1ZQ==
http://dbhost01.inmagic.com/Presto/content/Detail.aspx?ctID=ZDAwZDFkNTMtNjEwNi00ZGE3LWE4NWUtMzM5N2JmOWMyODc0&rID=NTE1NTg=&qrs=RmFsc2U=&q=ZGVhZmJsaW5kIHByb2dyYW0=&ph=VHJ1ZQ==&bckToL=VHJ1ZQ==&rrtc=VHJ1ZQ==


Parker, A. T., McGinnity, B. L., Bruce, S. M. (2011). Educational programming for
students who are deaf-blind: A position paper of the Division on Visual Impairments.
Retrieved from Council for Exceptional Children website,
http://community.cec.sped.org/dvi/resourcesportal/positionpapers 

Parker, A. T., & Nelson, C. (2016). Toward a comprehensive system of personnel
development in deafblind education. American Annals of the Deaf, 161(4), 486–501. 

Practice-based References
Chopra, R. V., Sandoval-Lucero, E., Aragon, L., Bernal, C., De Balderas, H. B., &
Carroll, D. (2004). The Paraprofessional Role of Connector. Remedial and Special
Education, 25(4), 219–231. https://doi.org/10.1177/07419325040250040501

Kennedy, B. et al. (2014, September, rev.). Module 3 – The role of the intervener in
educational settings. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open
Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon University.

Kennedy, B. et al. (2015, September). Module 18 – Collaborative teaming and family
partnerships. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access:
Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon University.
SKI-HI Institute (2010). Deafblindness and the role of the intervener in educational
settings. http://intervener.org/resources/

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.1.S5
Practice self-care to ensure well-being by accessing mentors and other
sources of support, and engaging in other healthy living practices.

Research-based References
Cavanagh, K., Strauss, C., Forder, L. &, Jones, F. (2014) Can mindfulness and
acceptance be learnt by self-help?: A systematic review and meta-analysis of
mindfulness and acceptance-based self-help interventions. Clinical Psychology
Review. 34(2), 118‐129. doi:10.1016/j.cpr.2014.01.001

Robinson, O. P., Bridges, S. A., Rollins, L. H., Schumacker, R. E. (2019). A Study of
the relation between special education burnout and job satisfaction. Journal of
Research in Special Educational Needs 19 (4).

Literature/Theory-based References
Council for Exceptional Children (2015). What Every Special Educator Must Know:
The International Standards for the Preparation and Certification of Special Education
Teachers (7th ed.) Arlington, VA: CEC.
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http://community.cec.sped.org/dvi/resourcesportal/positionpapers
https://doi.org/10.1177/07419325040250040501
http://intervener.org/resources/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Bridges%2C+Shannon+A
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Rollins%2C+Lauren+H
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Schumacker%2C+Randall+E


McKay, L. (2019). Supporting intentional reflection through collage to explore
self-care in identity work during initial teacher education. Teaching and Teacher
Education, 86, 102-120.

Practice-based References
Kaufman, R. C. & Ring, M (2011). Pathways to leadership and professional
development: Inspiring novice special educators. Teaching Exceptional Children, 43
(5), 52-60.

Kennedy, B., Morris, D., Miller, J., Rodrigues, J., Sanabria-Ortiz, M., Borg, J. (2015,
September). Module 20 – Values, Ethics and Professionalism. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules.
Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at
Western Oregon University.

Montgomery, C. (2014). Teacher of deafblind pilot program in Texas: Part I. Visual
Impairment and Deafblind Education Quarterly, 59 (5), 34-40.

Montgomery, C. (2015). Teacher of deafblind pilot program in Texas: Part II. Visual
Impairment and Deafblind Education Quarterly, 60 (1), 15-32.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.1.S6
Engage in self-reflection, professional development, and participate in
professional organizations to maintain professional learning and practice.

Research-based References
Correa-Torres, S. M., Bowen, S. K. & Furze, M. (2020 online). Educators of students
who are deafblind in the United States: A snapshot of their perceived needs for
teacher preparation programs. British Journal of Visual Impairment,
https://doi.org/10.1177/0264619620915271

Hartmann, E. (2012). A scale to measure teachers' self-efficacy in deaf-blindness
education. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 106 (11), 728-738.

Literature/Theory-based References
Castino, K., Kardaras, K., Pann, K., & Orta, S. (2017). An Analysis of Training Needs
for Providers of Transition Services for the Deaf/Blind, ProQuest Dissertations and
Theses.

Council for Exceptional Children (2015). What Every Special Educator Must Know:
The International Standards for the Preparation and Certification of Special Education
Teachers (7th ed.) Arlington, VA: CEC.
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Parker, A. T., & Nelson, C. (2016). Toward a comprehensive system of personnel
development in deafblind education. American Annals of the Deaf, 161(4), 486–501.

Practice-based References
Bruce, S., Dinatale, P., & Ford, J. (2008). Meeting the Needs of Deaf and Hard of
Hearing Students with Additional Disabilities Through Professional Teacher
Development. American Annals of the Deaf, 153(4), 368-375.

Grisham-Brown, J., Deg ̆ irmenci, H. D., Snyder, D., & Luiselli, T. E. (2018). Improving
practices for learners with deaf-blindness: A consultation and coaching model.
Teaching Exceptional Children, 50 (5), 263–271.

Kaufman, R. C. & Ring, M (2011). Pathways to leadership and professional
development: Inspiring novice special educators. Teaching Exceptional Children, 43
(5), 52-60

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.1.S7
Advocate for learners who are deafblind and their families to obtain quality
services and programming including access to common core curriculum,
expanded core curriculum, the arts, physical education, extra-curricular,
and vocational activities, ranging from early intervention to transition to
adult services.

Research-based References
Haibach-Beach, P. S., Perreault, M, Lieberman, L., & Foster, E. (2019). Gross motor
skill performance in children with CHARGE Syndrome: Research to
practice. Research in Developmental Disabilities, 91.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ridd.2019.05.002

Lieberman, L. J., Kirk, T. N., & Haegele, J. A (2018). Physical education and transition
planning experiences relating to recreation among adults who are deafblind: A recall
analysis. Journal of Visual Impairment and Blindness, 112, 73-86.

Wolfe, K. & Kelly, S. M. (2011). Instruction in areas of the expanded core curriculum
linked to transition outcomes of students with visual impairments. Journal of Visual
Impairment and Blindness, 105, 340-349

Literature/Theory-based References
Bruce, S. & Parker, A. T. (2012) Young deafblind adults in actions: Becoming
self-determined change agents through advocacy. American Annals of the Deaf, 157
(1), 16-26.
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Council for Exceptional Children (2015). What Every Special Educator Must Know:
The International Standards for the Preparation and Certification of Special Education
Teachers (7th ed.) Arlington, VA: CEC.

Hartmann, E., & Weismer, P. (2016). Technology implementation and curriculum
engagement for children and youth who are deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf,
161(4), 462-473.

Nelson, C., Paul, K., & Barnhill, B. (2017). Creative dance-based communication
intervention for children with multiple disabilities including sensory impairment.
Perspectives of the ASHA Special Interest Groups, 2 (12), 70-80.

Practice-based References
Lieberman, L. J., Arndt, K. L, Barry Grassick, S. (2010). Promoting leadership for
individuals who are deafblind through a summer camp experience. The Journal for
the Association for the Education and Rehabilitation of the Blind, 3, 153-159.

Riggio, M. & McLetchie, B. (2008) Deafblindness: Educational Service Guidelines,
Watertown, MA: Perkins School for the Blind.

Texas Deafblind Outreach (2003; Rev. 2009). IEP quality indicators for students with
deafblindness, Retrieved from tsbvi edu/attachments/1800_IEP_Indicators.pdf.

Whitby, P. J. S., Marx, T., McIntire, J., & Wienke, W. (2013). Advocating for students
with disabilities at the school level: Tips for special educators. Teaching Exceptional
Children, 45 (5) 32-39.

Strand 2: Understanding and Addressing Each Individual’s Developmental and
Learning Needs

Strand Leader: Phoebe Okungu
Team: Christopher Montgomery, Deanna Peterson, Heather Withrow, Chinomso
Ihenagwam, Rita Aguilar

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.2.K1
Effects of deafblindness on receptive and expressive communication
and language development.

Research-based References
Damen, S., Janssen, M. J., Huisman, M., Ruijssenaars, W. A. J. J. M., & Schuengel,
C. (2014). Stimulating intersubjective communication in an adult with deafblindness: A
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single-case experiment. Journal of Deaf Studies and Deaf Education, 19(3),
366–384.https://doi.org/10.1093/deafed/enu006.

Damen, S., Janssen, M. J., Ruijssenaars, W. A. J. J. M., & Schuengel, C. (2017).
Scaffolding the communication of people with congenital deafblindness: An analysis
of sequential interaction patterns. American Annals of the Deaf, 162(1),
24–33.https://doi.org/10.1353/aad.2017.0012

Hersh, M. (2013). Deafblind people, communication, independence, and isolation.
Journal of deaf studies and deaf education, 18(4), 446-463.

Núñez, M. (2014). Joint attention in deafblind children.
https://childrenfirstindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/research-joint-attention-deaf
blind-in-children.pdf

Literature/Theory-based References
Bruce, S., Nelson, C., Perez, A., Stutzman, B., & Barnhill, B. (2016). The State of
Research on Communication and Literacy in Deafblindness. American Annals of the
Deaf, 161(4), 424-443. Retrieved July 20, 2020, from www.jstor.org/stable/26235293

Parker, Amy T., Grimmett, Eric S., & Summers, Sharon. (2008). Evidence-based
communication practices for children with visual impairments and additional
disabilities: An examination of single-subject design studies. Journal of Visual
Impairment & Blindness, 102(9), 540-552.

Rowland, C. & Parker, A.T. (2016). Communication Intervention for Children who are
Deafblind.  In R. A. Sevick & M. Romski, (Eds.), Examining the Science and Practice
of  Communication Interventions for Individuals with Severe Disabilities. Baltimore,
MD:Brookes Publishing Co.

Practice-based References
Early Interactions with Children Who Are Deaf-Blind
https://www.nationaldb.org/info-center/early-interactions-factsheet/

Van den Tillaart, B., Triulzi, L., Hertzog, T., Montgomery, C., Daley C. (2014,
September, rev.). Emergent communication. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness,
Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR:
National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon
University.

Van den Tillaart, B., Triulzi, L., Hertzog, T., Montgomery, C., Daley, C. (2014,
September, rev.). Understanding communication principles. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules.
Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at
Western Oregon University.
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Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.2.K2
Effects of deafblindness on an individual's relationship to self, including
self-awareness, self-regulation, self-monitoring, and self-determination.

Research-based References
Bloeming-Wolbrink, K. A., Janssen, M. J., Ruijssenaars, W. A., Menke, R., &
Riksen-Walraven, J. M. (2015). Effects of changes in life circumstances on interaction
and communication in adults with congenital deafblindness and an intellectual
disability. British Journal of Visual Impairment, 33(1), 31–44.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0264619614558429

Stavrou, P. D. (2016). Program of Intervention Referred To the Social-Emotional
Development of Deaf-Blind Students. Advances in Social Sciences Research Journal,
3(11).

Zeedyk, M.S. (2006), From intersubjectivity to subjectivity: the transformative roles of
emotional intimacy and imitation. Inf. Child Develop., 15: 321-344.
https://doi.org/10.1002/icd.457

Literature/Theory-based References
Edwards, T., Brentari, D., & Ladner, R. (2020, February). Learning from Protactile
DeafBlind Communities: Toward a More Tactile Future. In 2020 Annual Meeting.
AAAS.

Hart, P. (2006), Using imitation with congenitally deafblind adults: establishing
meaningful communication partnerships. Inf. Child Develop., 15: 263-274.
https://doi.org/10.1002/icd.459

O'Neill, M.B. and Suzanne Zeedyk, M. (2006), Spontaneous imitation in the social
interactions of young people with developmental delay and their adult carers. Inf.
Child Develop., 15: 283-295. https://doi.org/10.1002/icd.458

Practice-based References
Belote, M., Lill, S., Baker, J., Sanders, D., Scott, E. (2015, September). Social skills.
In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind
Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness,
The Research Institute at Western Oregon University.

Triulzi, L., Sotiropoulos, G., Radin, M., Morgan, S. (2015, September).
Self-Determination. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open
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Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon University.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.2.K3
Effects of deafblindness on social and emotional development including
relationships with others, attachment, trust, safety, empathy, friendships,
and autonomy.

Research-based References
Bloeming-Wolbrink, K. A., Janssen, M. J., Ruijssenaars, W. A., Menke, R., &
Riksen-Walraven, J. M. (2015). Effects of changes in life circumstances on interaction
and communication in adults with congenital deafblindness and an intellectual
disability. British Journal of Visual Impairment, 33(1), 31–44.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0264619614558429

Bloeming-Wolbrink, K. A., Janssen, M. J., Ruijssenaars, W. A., & Riksen-Walraven, J.
M. (2018). Effects of an Intervention Program on Interaction and Bodily Emotional
Traces in Adults with Congenital Deafblindness and an Intellectual Disability. Journal
of Deafblind Studies on Communication, 4(1).

Bruce, S. M., Zatta, M. C., Gavin, M., & Stelzer, S. (2016). Socialization and
Self-Determination in Different-Age Dyads of Students who Are Deafblind. Journal of
Visual Impairment & Blindness, 110(3), 149–161.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0145482X1611000302

Kumata, H., Doi, K., Suginaka, T., Nakazawa, M., Hatakeyama, T., & Nakagawa, T.
(2013). A Study of Parent's Obstacles Nurturing Congenital Deafblind Infants and
Toddlers.

Stavrou, P. D. (2016). Program of Intervention Referred To the Social-Emotional
Development of Deaf-Blind Students. Advances in Social Sciences Research Journal,
3(11).

VILLAS BOAS, D. C., PICCOLOTTO FERREIRA, L., DE MOURA, M. C.,
RODRIGUES MAIA, S., & AMARAL, I. (2016). Analysis of Interaction and Attention
Processes in a Child with Congenital Deafblindness. American Annals of the Deaf,
161(3), 327–341.

Zeedyk, M.S. (2006), From intersubjectivity to subjectivity: the transformative roles of
emotional intimacy and imitation. Inf. Child Develop., 15: 321-344.
doi:10.1002/icd.457

Literature/Theory-based References
Battich, L., Fairhurst, M. & Deroy, O. Coordinating attention requires coordinated
senses. Psychon Bull Rev (2020). https://doi.org/10.3758/s13423-020-01766-z
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Hartshorne, T. S., & Schmittel, M. C. (2016). Social-emotional development in
children and youth who are deafblind. American annals of the deaf, 161(4), 444-453.

Reda, N. M., & Hartshorne, T. S. (2008). Attachment, bonding, and parental stress in
CHARGE syndrome. Mental Health Aspects of Developmental Disabilities, 11(1), 10.

Practice-based References
Belote, M., Lill, S., Baker, J., Sanders, D., Scott, E. (2015, September). Social skills.
In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind
Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness,
The Research Institute at Western Oregon University.

Van den Tillaart, B., Daley, C., Hertzog, T., Montgomery, C., Triulzi, L. (2014,
September, rev.). Building trusted relationships. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules.
Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at
Western Oregon University.

McInnes, J. (1999). A guide to planning and support for individuals who are deafblind.
Toronto: University of Toronto Press

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.2.K4
Effects of deafblindness on motor development, body concepts,
engagement with physical activities, learning, play, and orientation
and mobility.

Research-based References
Bigelow, A. (1992). Locomotion and search behavior in blind infants. Infant behavior
and development. 15, 179-189.

Foster, E., Silliman-French, L., & Grenier, M. (2020). Parents’ Perceptions of
Constraints Impacting the Development of Walking in Children with CHARGE
Syndrome. Research and Practice for Persons with Severe Disabilities, 45, 196 - 211.

Molloy-Daugherty, D. (2013). Rhythmic auditory-motor entrainment of gait patterns in
adults with blindness or severe visual impairment (Doctoral dissertation).

Parker AT, Swobodzinski M, Brown-Ogilvie T and Beresheim-Kools J (2020) The Use
of Wayfinding Apps by Deafblind Travelers in an Urban Environment: Insights From
Focus Groups. Front. Educ. 5:572641. doi: 10.3389/feduc.2020.572641
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Sankako, A.N., Lucareli, P., Carvalho, S.M., & Braccialli, L.M. (2014). Analysis of the
positioning of the head, trunk, and upper limbs during gait in children with visual
impairment. International Journal on Disability and Human Development, 14, 37 - 43.

Literature/Theory-based References
Fraiberg, S. (1977). Insights from the Blind: Comparative Studies of Blind and Sighted
Infants. New York: Basic Books.

Anthony, T. (2016). Early identification of infants and toddlers with deafblindness.
American Annals of the Deaf 161(4), 412-423.

Holte, L., Prickett, J.G., Dyke, D.V., Olson, R., Lubrica, P., Knutson, C.L., Knutson, J.,
Brennan, S., & Berg, W. (2006). Issues in the Management of Infants and Young
Children Who Are Deaf‐Blind. Infants & Young Children, 19, 323–337.

Parker, A. T. (2017). Considering a practical orientation and mobility framework to
design communication interventions for people with visual impairments,
deafblindness, and multiple disabilities. Perspect. ASHA Sigs 2, 89–97. doi:
10.1044/persp2.sig12.89

Parker, A. T. (2009). Orientation and Mobility with persons who are Deaf-blind: an
initial examination of single-subject design research. J. Vis. Impair. Blind. 103,
372–377. doi: 10.1177/0145482X0910300607

Practice-based References
Heubner, K.M. (1995). Hand in hand :essentials of communication and orientation
and mobility for your students who are deaf-blind.

Lieberman, J. & Modell, S. (2006). Going PLACES: Transition guidelines for
community-based physical activities for students who have visual impairments,
blindness, or deafblindness. Louisville, KY: American Printing House for the Blind.
PDF, HTML, BRF, Worksheets at https://sites.aph.org/manuals/#alpha-g

Lieberman, J. L. & Cowart, J.F. (2011). Games for people with sensory impairments.
Louisville, KY: American Printing House for the Blind. PDF, HTML, BRF at
https://sites.aph.org/manuals/#alpha-g)

Lieberman, L. J. & Haibach, P. S. (2016) Gross motor development curriculum for
children with visual impairments. Louisville, KY: American Printing House for the
Blind. HTML, BRF, Practice Records and Quick Tip Sheets at
https://sites.aph.org/manuals/#alpha-g

Tellefson, M., Brown, C. Bowman, E., Bellah, E. (2015, September). Introduction
to orientation and mobility for interveners. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness,
Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth,
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OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western
Oregon University.

Tellefson, M., Brown, C. Bowman, E., Bellah, E. (2015, September). Orientation
and mobility in everyday routines. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open
Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR:
National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon
University.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.2.K5
Impact of deafblindness on incidental learning.

Research-based References

Narayan, J., Bruce, S. M., Bhandari, R., & Kolli, P. (2010). Cognitive functioning of
children with severe intellectual disabilities and children with DeafBlindness: A study
of the perceptions of teachers and parents in the USA and India. Journal of Applied
Research in Intellectual Disabilities, 23(3), 263–278.

Peltokorpi S, Daelman M, Salo S and Laakso M (2020) Effect of Tactile Imitation
Guidance on Imitation and Emotional Availability. A Case Report of a Mother and Her
Child With Congenital Deafblindness. Front. Psychol. 11:540355. doi:
10.3389/fpsyg.2020.540355

Literature/Theory-based References
Anthony, T.L. (2016). Early Identification of Infants and Toddlers With Deafblindness.
American Annals of the Deaf, 161, 412 - 423.

Brabyn, J. A., Schneck, M. E., Haegerstrom-Portnoy, G., & Lott, L. A. (2007). Dual
sensory loss: overview of problems, visual assessment, and rehabilitation. Trends in
Amplification, 11(4), 219-226.

Zatta, M., & McGinnity, B. (2016). An overview of transition planning for students who
are deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf, 161(4), 474–485.

Practice-based References
Blaha, R., Clyne, M., Hartman, V., Borg, J., & Martin, B. (2014, September, rev.).
An overview of deaf-blindness and instructional strategies. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning
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Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research
Institute at Western Oregon University.

Miles, B. & Riggio, M. (1999). Remarkable conversations: A guide to developing
meaningful communication with children and young adults who are deafblind.
Watertown, MA: Perkins School for the Blind.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.2.K6
Implications of combined hearing and vision loss on accessing,
processing, and integrating information from the environment.

Research-based References
Bloeming-Wolbrink, K. A., Janssen, M., Ruijssenaars, W. A. J. J. M., &
Riksen-Walraven, J. M. (2018). Effects of an Intervention Program on Interaction
and Communication in Adults with Congenital Deafblindness and an Intellectual
Disability. Journal of Deafblind Studies on Communication, 4(1), 39-66.

Literature/Theory-based References
Hart, P. (2006). Using imitation with congenitally deafblind adults: establishing
meaningful communication partnerships. Infant & Child Development. 15(3), 263-274.

Najarian, S. (2004). Human tactile perception as a standard for artificial tactile
sensing--a review. The International Journal of Medical Robotics + Computer Assisted
Surgery : MRCAS, 1(1), 23–35./icd.459

Practice-based References
Miles, B. & Riggio, M. (1999). Remarkable conversations: A guide to developing
meaningful communication with children and young adults who are deafblind.
Watertown, MA: Perkins School for the Blind.

Scoggin, K., Christianson, K., Cooper, H., Lauger, K., Knapp, M., Peterson, D. (2014,
September, rev.). The sensory system, the brain, and learning. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules.
Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at
Western Oregon University.

Scoggin, K., Christianson, K., Cooper, H., Lauger, K., Knapp, M., Peterson, D.,
Mogan, M. (2014, September, rev.). Availability for learning. In National Center on
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Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules.
Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at
Western Oregon University.

Smith, M. (2005). Sensory Learning Kit (set of two books: SLK guidebook and
assessment forms, SLK routines book). Louisville, KY: American Printing House for
the Blind. HTML at https://sites.aph.org/manuals/#alpha-s

Smith, M. (2012). SAM: Symbols and meaning (set of two books: Guidebook,
Assessment and games book). Louisville, KY: American Printing House for the Blind.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.2.K7
Roles of vision, hearing, touch, taste, smell, and movement
(kinesthesia) in learning.

Research-based References
Jesper Dammeyer, Congenitally Deafblind Children and Cochlear Implants: Effects on
Communication, The Journal of Deaf Studies and Deaf Education, Volume 14, Issue
2, Spring 2009, Pages 278–288, https://doi.org/10.1093/deafed/enn042

Fellinger, J, Holzinger, D, Dirmhirn, A. Failure to detect deaf-blindness in a population
with intellectual disability. J Intel Disabil Res 2009;53:874–81.

Literature/Theory-based References
Chen, D. (2004). Young children who are deaf-blind: Implications for professionals in
deaf and hard of hearing services. The Volta Review, 104(4), 273.

Practice-based References
Brown, D. (2006) The forgotten sense: Proprioception. DbI Review, 38 (July-Dec
2006), p. 20-24.

Brown, D. (2007) The Vestibular Sense. DbI Review, 39 (Jan-June 2007), p. 17-22.

Brown, D. (2008) The sensory integration perspective and what it offers us in the field
of deafblindness. DbI Review, 42 (July-Dec 2008), p. 22-26.

Brown, D. (2009) The sensory integration perspective and what it offers us in the field
of deafblindness. DbI Review, 43 (Jan-June 2009), p. 4-9.
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Clyne, M., Wolfe, J., Blaha, R., Hertzog, T. (2015, September). Maximizing vision and
hearing. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access:
Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon University.

Miles, B. & McLetchie, B. (February 2008). Developing Concepts with Children who
are Deaf-Blind. National Center on Deaf-Blindness (DB-LINK).
https://www.nationaldb.org/info-center/developing-concepts-factsheet/
Miles, B. (Rev. 2003) Talking the language of the hands to the hands: The importance
of hands for the person who is deaf-blind. DB-LINK The National Information
Clearinghouse on Children who are Deaf-Blind.

Scoggin, K., Christianson, K., Cooper, H., Lauger, K., Knapp, M., Peterson, D. (2014,
September, rev.). The sensory system, the brain, and learning. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules.
Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at
Western Oregon University.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.2.K8
Effects of deafblindness on cognitive development, including the
development of concepts.

Research-based References
Brum, C. (2016). Literacy supporting communication development for children with
congenital deafblindness (Doctoral dissertation, Boston College).

Kancherla, V., Braun, K. V. N., & Yeargin-Allsopp, M. (2013). Childhood vision
impairment, hearing loss and co-occurring autism spectrum disorder. Disability and
Health Journal, 6(4), 333-342.

Literature/Theory-based References
Nicholas J (2020) Cognitive Assessment of Children Who Are Deafblind:
Perspectives and Suggestions for Assessments. Front. Psychol. 11:571358. doi:
10.3389/fpsyg.2020.571358

Practice-based References
Buchanan, L., Hayes, J., Montgomery, C., Peterson, L., Stagg, S. (2015,
September). Concept development and responsive environments. In National
Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener
Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The
Research Institute at Western Oregon University.

Proposed Proposed Item
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Code

DB.2.K9
Impact of etiologies associated with deafblindness, medical conditions,
and additional impairments on the individual with deafblindness.

Research-based References
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2019). Cytomegalovirus (CMV) and
congenital CMV infection.

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2020). Facts about microcephaly.
Fields, C. J. (n.d.). Dandy-Walker syndrome. University of Nevada, Reno, Nevada Dual
Sensory Impairment Project.

Kancherla, V., Braun, K. V. N., & Yeargin-Allsopp, M. (2013). Childhood vision
impairment, hearing loss and co-occurring autism spectrum disorder. Disability and
Health Journal, 6(4), 333-342.

National Center on Deaf-Blindness:
https://www.nationaldb.org/products/national-child-count/report-2018/demographics/
Roumila, K. (n.d.). Papilledema, vision loss, and hydrocephalus. Hydrocephalus
Association.

Jin, H. et al. (2017). Long-term visual and ocular sequelae in patients with congenital
cytomegalovirus infection. Pediatric Infectious Disease Journal, 36(9), 877-882.

Satzer, D., & Guillaume, D. J. (2016). Hearing loss in hydrocephalus: A review, with
focus on mechanisms. Neurosurgical Review, 39, 13-25.

Literature/Theory-based References
Dammeyer, J. (2014). Deafblindness: A review of the literature. Scandinavian Journal
of Public Health, 42(7), 554–562. https://doi.org/10.1177/1403494814544399

Mitchell, T. V., & Maslin, M. T. (2007). How vision matters for individuals with hearing
loss. International journal of audiology, 46(9), 500-511.

Practice-based References
Blaha, R., Clyne, M., Hartman, V., Borg, J., & Martin, B. (2014, September, rev.). An
overview of deaf-blindness and instructional strategies. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules.
Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at
Western Oregon University.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item
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DB.2.K10
Brain development and neurological implications of deafblindness on
learning.

Research-based References
Dammeyer, J., Nielsen, A., Strøm, E., Hendar, O., & Eiríksdóttir, V. K. (2015). A case
study of tactile language and its possible structure: A tentative outline to study tactile
language systems among children with congenital deafblindness. Journal of
Communication Disorders, Deaf Studies & Hearing Aids.

Literature/Theory-based References
de Vaan G, Vervloed MPJ, Knoors H and Verhoeven L (2020) Stress, Affect
Regulation and Attachment of People With Sensory and Intellectual Disabilities.
Front. Educ. 5:539792. doi: 10.3389/feduc.2020.539792

Nicholas, J. (2020). Cognitive Assessment of Children Who Are Deafblind:
Perspectives and Suggestions for Assessments. Frontiers in Psychology, 11, 2423.

Nicholas, J. Deafblindness and Neuroscience: educational implications.

Practice-based References
Scoggin, K., Christianson, K., Cooper, H., Lauger, K., Knapp, M., Peterson, D. (2014,
September, rev.). The sensory system, the brain, and learning. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules.
Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at
Western Oregon University.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.2.K11
Differences and implications of congenital and acquired deafblindness.

Research-based References
Wolthuis K, Bol GW, Minnaert A, Janssen MJ. Communication development from an
intersubjective perspective: Exploring the use of a layered communication model to
describe communication development in students with congenital deafblindness. J
Commun Disord. 2019 Jul-Aug;80:35-51. doi: 10.1016/j.jcomdis.2019.04.001. Epub
2019 Apr 25. PMID: 31075557.

Literature/Theory-based References
Bruce, SM . The impact of congenital deafblindness on the struggle to symbolism. Int
J Disabil Dev Educ 2005;52:233–51.
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Dammeyer, J . Identification of congenital deafblindness. Br J Vis Impair
2012;30:101–7.

Hart, P.  (2006). Using imitation with congenitally deafblind adults: Establishing
meaningful communication partnerships. Infant & Child Development, 15, 263274.

HAAKMA, I., JANSSEN, M., & MINNAERT, A. (2016). Understanding the Relationship
between Teacher Behavior and Motivation in Students with Acquired DeafBlindness.
American Annals of the Deaf, 161(3), 314–326.

Martens, M. A. W., Janssen, M. J., Ruijssenaars, W. A. J. J. M., Huisman, M., &
Riksen-Walraven, J. M. (2014). Applying the Intervention Model for Fostering
Affective Involvement with Persons who Are Congenitally Deafblind: An Effect Study.
Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 108(5), 399–413.

Practice-based References
McInnes, J. (Ed.). (1999). A Guide to Planning and Support for Individuals
Who Are Deafblind. Toronto; Buffalo; London: University of Toronto Press.

Scoggin, K., Authenment, G., Mogan, M., Medina, M., Miles, B., Russell, C.
(2016, September). Touch for Connecting and Learning. In National Center
on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener
Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The
Research Institute at Western Oregon University.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.2.K12
Lived experiences and perspectives of the learner who is DeafBlind.

Research-based References
Bruce, S. M., & Parker, A. T. (2012). Young deafblind adults in action: becoming
self-determined change agents through advocacy. American annals of the deaf,
157(1), 16–26. https://doi.org/10.1353/aad.2012.1607

Parker, A.T., Bruce, S., Spiers, E. Ressa, S. & Davidson, R. (2010). Deaf- blind young
adults in action: a participatory action research study. AER Journal: Research and
Practice in Visual Impairments and Blindness. 3 (4), 124-131.

Watharow, Annmaree (2020) "Out of Adversity Can Come Opportunity: Some
Observations on the Different Narrative Spaces Occupied by Deafblind Patients,"
Survive & Thrive: A Journal for Medical Humanities and Narrative as Medicine: Vol. 5
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: Iss. 1 , Article 8. Available at:
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/survive_thrive/vol5/iss1/8

Literature/Theory-based References
Jaiswal, A., Aldersey, H., Wittich, W., Mirza, M., & Finlayson, M. (2018). Participation
experiences of people with deafblindness or dual sensory loss: A scoping review of
global deafblind literature. PloS one, 13(9), e0203772.
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0203772

Wolsey, J. L. A. (2017). Perspectives and experiences of deafblind college students.
The Qualitative Report, 22(8), 2066-2089.

Practice-based References
Morrow, S., Daniels, D., Hertzog, T., Stern, G., Withrow, H. (2016, September).
Introduction to Sign Language and Braille. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness,
Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR:
National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon
University.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB2.S1
Foster the efficient use of vision, hearing, touch, taste, smell, and
movement.

Research-based References
Jesper Dammeyer, Congenitally Deafblind Children and Cochlear Implants: Effects on
Communication, The Journal of Deaf Studies and Deaf Education, Volume 14, Issue
2, Spring 2009, Pages 278–288, https://doi.org/10.1093/deafed/enn042

Fellinger, J, Holzinger, D, Dirmhirn, A. Failure to detect deaf-blindness in a population
with intellectual disability. J Intel Disabil Res 2009;53:874–81.

Literature/Theory-based References
Chen, D. (2004). Young children who are deaf-blind: Implications for professionals in
deaf and hard of hearing services. The Volta Review, 104(4), 273.

Practice-based References
Brown, D. (2006) The forgotten sense: Proprioception. DbI Review, 38 (July-Dec
2006), p. 20-24.

Brown, D. (2007) The Vestibular Sense. DbI Review, 39 (Jan-June 2007), p. 17-22.

Brown, D. (2008) The sensory integration perspective and what it offers us in the field
of deafblindness. DbI Review, 42 (July-Dec 2008), p. 22-26.

32

https://doi.org/10.1093/deafed/enn042


Brown, D. (2009) The sensory integration perspective and what it offers us in the field
of deafblindness. DbI Review, 43 (Jan-June 2009), p. 4-9.

Clyne, M., Wolfe, J., Blaha, R., Hertzog, T. (2015, September). Maximizing vision and
hearing. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access:
Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon University.

Miles, B. & McLetchie, B. (February 2008). Developing Concepts with Children who
are Deaf-Blind. National Center on Deaf-Blindness (DB-LINK).
https://www.nationaldb.org/info-center/developing-concepts-factsheet/
Miles, B. (Rev. 2003) Talking the language of the hands to the hands: The importance
of hands for the person who is deaf-blind. DB-LINK The National Information
Clearinghouse on Children who are Deaf-Blind.

Scoggin, K., Christianson, K., Cooper, H., Lauger, K., Knapp, M., Peterson, D. (2014,
September, rev.). The sensory system, the brain, and learning. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules.
Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at
Western Oregon University.

Strand 3: Demonstrating Subject Matter Content and Specialized Curricular
Knowledge

Strand Leader: Marina McCormick
Team: Rachel Collins, Kristin Pfeiffer, Shannon Dawn Darst, Sheryl Sokoloski,
Stephanie Mowery

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.3.K1
Assistive technologies appropriate for students who are deafblind,
including technologies that are available for students who are deaf,
hard-of-hearing, blind, and visually impaired.

Research-based References
Hartmann, E. & Weismer, P. (2016). Technology implementation and curriculum
engagement for children and youth who are deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf,
161(4), 462-473.

Literature/Theory-based References
Hersh, M.A. & Johnson, M.A. (Eds.) (2003). Assistive technology for the hearing-
impaired, deaf, and deafblind. Springer-Verlag London Limited. 
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Snell, M., Chen, L., & Hoover, K. (2006). Teaching augmentative and alternative
communication to students with severe disabilities: A review of intervention research
1997 – 2003. Research and Practice for Persons with Severe Disabilities, 31,
203-214

Practice-based References
Beukelman, D., & Mirenda, P. (2005). Augmentative and alternative communication:
Supporting children and adults with complex communication needs (3rd ed.).
Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes.

Reichle, J., Beukelman, D., & Light, J. (2002). Exemplary practices for beginning
communicators: Implications for AAC. Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB3.K2
Accommodations, modifications, and adaptations of materials, curriculum,
and activities in the physical and virtual environment.

Research-based References
Cloninger, C., & Giangreco, M. (1995). Including students with deaf-blindness in
general education classes. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 89(3), 262–266.

Horvath, L. S., Kampfer-Bohach, S., & Farmer Kearns, J. (2005). The use of
accommodations among students with deafblindness in large-scale assessment
systems. Journal of Disability Policy Studies, 16(3), 177–187.

Phillips, C., Hile, J., Jardes, T. (2013). A team approach for the transition to middle
school and beyond for a young man who is deafblind and gifted. Journal of Visual
Impairments & Blindness, 107(6), 528-534.

Sall, N., & Mar, H. H. (1999). In the community of a classroom: Inclusive education of
a student with deaf-blindness. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 93(4), 197–
210.

Literature/Theory-based References
Crow, K. L. (2008). Four types of disabilities: Their impact on online learning.
TechTrends, 52(1), 51-55.

Nelson, C., van Dijk, J., Oster, T., McDonnell, A. (2009). Child-guided strategies: The
van Dijk approach to assessment.  Louisville, KY: American Printing House for the
Blind, Inc.

Practice-based References
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Downing, J. (2008). Including students with severe and multiple disabilities in typical
classrooms: Practical strategies for teachers. (3rd Ed). Baltimore, MD: Brookes.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.3.S1
Integrate experiential learning and meaningful systematic instruction for the
whole child, with state curriculum requirements, expanded core curriculum
and sensory compensatory skills.

Research-based References
Luckner, J. L., & Carter, K. (2001). Essential teaching competencies for teaching
students with hearing loss and additional disabilities. American Annals of the Deaf,
146(1), 7–15.

Literature/Theory-based References
Bruce, S., DiNatale, P., & Ford, J. (2008). Meeting the needs of deaf and hard of
hearing students with additional disabilities through professional teacher
development.  American Annals of the Deaf, 153(4), 368–375.

Parker, A.T., McGinnity, B.L., & Bruce, S. M. (2011). A position paper of the division
on visual impairments. Retrieved on July 8, 2020 from
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/SPED/d2199768-679e-41f6-aa2a-e9
d3b5b748c8/UploadedImages/Position%20Papers/DVI%20Deafblindness%20Positio
n%20Paper.pdf

Westling, D., & Fox, L. (2000). Teaching students with severe disabilities (Second
ed.). Merrill.

Practice-based References
Byrnes, M. & Majors, M. (2004, May). No teacher left behind: Training teachers to
meet the challenge of accessing the general curriculum for deafblind students. Deaf-
Blind Perspectives, 11(3).

Perkins School for the Blind. (2020, June 1). Deafblind program curriculum. Retrieved
from https://www.perkins.org/school/day-residential/deafblind/curriculum .

Riggio, M. & McLetchie, B. (Eds.) (2008). Deafblindness: Educational service
guidelines. Watertown, MA: Perkins School for the Blind.

Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired & van Dijk, J. (2001). An educational
curriculum for deaf-blind multi-handicapped persons. Monmouth, OR: National Center
on Deaf-Blindness.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item
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DB.3.S2
Collaboratively design and implement individually appropriate tactile
instructional approaches to support literacy instruction including pre-braille
and braille.

Research-based References
Marvin, C. (1994). Home literacy experiences of preschool children with single and
multiple disabilities. Topics in Early Childhood Special Education, 14(4), 436–455.

Matsuda, Y.& Isomura, T. (2012). Novel mounts of accelerometers of Finger Braille
recognition system. Engineering Letters, 20(3), 229-237.

McKenzie, A. R., & Davidson, R. (2007). The emergent literacy of preschool students
who are deaf-blind: A case study. Journal of Visual Impairments & Blindness,
101(11). Retrieved from http://www.afb.org/afbpress/pubjvib.asp?DocID=jvib011106

Pegan, S. (2010). Communicating with the deafblind. Socialno Delo, 49(4), 247-256.

Spyropoulou, K. (2020). TEACHERS’ CONTRIBUTION IN DEAFBLIND STUDENTS’
BRAILLE LITERACY. European Journal of Special Education Research, 6(4).

Literature/Theory-based References
Bruce, S.M., Nelson, C., Perez, A., Stutzman, B., & Barnhill, B.A. (2016). The state of
research on communication and literacy in deafblindness. American Annals of the
Deaf, 161(4), 424-443.

Cushman, C. (2016). Functional Literacy. In S. Z. Sacks, M. C. Zatta (Eds.), Keys to
educational success: Teaching students with visual impairments and multiple
disabilities (pp. 260-293). New York: AFB Press (in conjunction with Perkins School
for the Blind).

Luckner, J.L., Bruce, S.M., & Ferrell, K.A. (2016). A summary of the communication
and literacy evidence-based practices for students who are deaf or hard of hearing,
visually impaired, and deafblind. Communication Disorders Quarterly, 37(4), 225-241.

Practice-based References
Miles, B. (2005, January). Literacy for persons who are deaf-blind. Monmouth, OR:
The National Information Clearinghouse on Children who are Deaf-Blind (DB-LINK).

Lamichhane, K. (2011). Fingerbraille: An Investigation of Japanese Methods for
Communicating with Individuals Who Are Deaf-Blind. Journal of Visual Impairment &
Blindness, 105(3), 181-185.

Miles, B. (2005, January). Literacy for persons who are deaf-blind. Monmouth, OR:
The National Information Clearinghouse on Children who are Deaf-Blind (DB-LINK).
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Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.3.S3
Collaboratively design and implement individually appropriate instruction to
support communication, including symbolic and non-symbolic tactile
communication.

Research-based References
Bruce, S.M., Janssen, M.J., & Bashinski, S.M. (2016). Individualizing and
personalizing communication and literacy instruction for children who are deafblind.
Journal of Deafblind Studies on Communication, 2, 73-87.

Literature/Theory-based References
Brady, N. C., Bruce, S., Goldman, A., Erickson, K., Mineo, B., Ogletree, B. T., Paul,
D., Romski, M., Sevcik, R., Siegel, E., Schoonover, J., Snell, M., Sylvester, L., &
Wilkinson, K. (2016). Communication services and supports for individuals with
severe disabilities: Guidance for assessment and intervention. American Journal on
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, 121(2), 121-138

Bruce, S.M., Nelson, C., Perez, A., Stutzman, B., & Barnhill, B.A. (2016). The state of
research on communication and literacy in deafblindness. American Annals of the
Deaf, 161(4), 424-443.

Luckner, J.L., Bruce, S.M., & Ferrell, K.A. (2016). A summary of the communication
and literacy evidence-based practices for students who are deaf or hard of hearing,
visually impaired, and deafblind. Communication Disorders Quarterly, 37(4), 225-241.

Practice-based References
Belote, M. (2009). Touch cues.  (California Deaf-Blind Services fact sheet 03).

Rowland, C. (2009). Assessing communication and learning. (Design to Learn
Projects, Oregon Health and Science University).

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.3.S4
Develop and deliver personalized lessons that incorporate the student's
lived experiences.

Research-based References
Bruce, S., DiNatale, P., & Ford, J. (2008). Meeting the needs of deaf and hard of
hearing students with additional disabilities through professional teacher
development. American Annals of the Deaf, 153(4), 368–375.

Luckner, J. L., & Carter, K. (2001). Essential teaching competencies for teaching
students with hearing loss and additional disabilities. American Annals of the Deaf,
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146(1), 7–15.

Literature/Theory-based References
Allman, C. B., & Lewis, S. (Eds.). (2014). ECC Essentials: Teaching the Expanded
Core Curriculum to Students with Visual Impairments. New York: AFB Press.

Parker, A. T., McGinnity, B. L., Bruce, S. M. (2011). Educational programming for
students who are deaf-blind: A position paper of the Division on Visual Impairments.
Retrieved from Council for Exceptional Children website
http://community.cec.sped.org/dvi/resourcesportal/positionpapers

Practice-based References
Byrnes, M. & Majors, M. (2004, May). No teacher left behind: Training teachers to
meet the challenge of accessing the general curriculum for deafblind students. Deaf-
Blind Perspectives, 11(3).

Perkins School for the Blind. (2020, June 1). Deafblind program curriculum. Retrieved
from https://www.perkins.org/school/day-residential/deafblind/curriculum .

Riggio, M. & McLetchie, B. (Eds.) (2008). Deafblindness: Educational service
guidelines. Watertown, MA: Perkins School for the Blind.

Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired & van Dijk, J. (2001). An educational
curriculum for deaf-blind multi-handicapped persons. Monmouth, OR: National Center
on Deaf-Blindness.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.3.S5
Coach instructional personnel, teams, and families regarding specialized
curricular knowledge and learning such as communication, literacy, and
mobility.

Research-based References
Correa-Torres, S. M., & Bowen, S. (2017). Perceived needs of teachers of students
who are deafblind: Implications for training programs [PowerPoint slides]. Retrieved
from https://nationaldb.org/library/page/2660

Janssen, M.J., Riksen-Walraven, J.M., & van Dijk, J.P.M. (2004). Enhancing the
interactive competence of deafblind children: Do intervention effects endure? Journal
of Developmental and Physical Disabilities, 16, 73-94.

Kyzar, K. B., Brady, S. E., Summers, J. A., Haines, S. J., & Turnbull, A. P. (2016).
Services and supports, partnership, and family quality of life: Focus on deaf-
blindness. Exceptional Children, 83(1), 77–91.
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Sall, N., & Mar, H. (1999). In the community of a classroom: Inclusive education of a
student with deaf-blindness. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 93(4).
Retrieved from http://afb.org/afbpress/pubjvib.asp?DocID=jvib930402

Watkins, S., Clark, T., Strong, C., & Barringer, D. (1994). The effectiveness of an
intervener model of services for young deaf-blind children. American Annals of the
Deaf, 139(4), 404–409.

Literature/Theory-based References
Bruce, S.M. & Bashinski, S.M. (2017). The trifocus framework and interprofessional
collaborative practice in severe disabilities. American Journal of Speech and
Language Pathology, 26(2), 162-180.

Bruce, S.M., Nelson, C., Perez, A., Stutzman, B., & Barnhill, B.A. (2016). The state of
research on communication and literacy in deafblindness. American Annals of the
Deaf, 161(4), 424-443.

Luckner, J.L., Bruce, S.M., & Ferrell, K.A. (2016). A summary of the communication
and literacy evidence-based practices for students who are deaf or hard of hearing,
visually impaired, and deafblind. Communication Disorders Quarterly, 37(4), 225-241.

Parker, A.T. & Nelson, C. (2016). Toward a comprehensive system of personnel
development in deafblind education. American Annals of the Deaf, 161(4), 486-501.

Practice-based References
Belote, M. (2009). Touch cues.  (California Deaf-Blind Services fact sheet 03).

Correa-Torres, S. M., & Bowen, S. (2017). Perceived needs of teachers of students
who are deafblind: Implications for training programs [PowerPoint slides]. Retrieved
from https://nationaldb.org/library/page/2660

Miles, B. (2005, January). Literacy for persons who are deaf-blind. Monmouth, OR:
The National Information Clearinghouse on Children who are Deaf-Blind (DB-LINK).

Morgan, S. (2001). “What’s my role?” A comparison of the responsibilities of
interpreters, interveners, and support service providers.  Retrieved from
http://documents.nationaldb.org/dpb/pdf/sept01.pdf

National Center on Deafblindness. (2012). National consortium on deafblindness 2.0:
Definition and use of the term intervener. Retrieved from
http://documents.nationaldb.org/products/definition.pdf

Rowland, C. (2009). Assessing communication and learning. (Design to Learn
Projects, Oregon Health and Science University).

Proposed Proposed Item
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Code

DB.3.S6
Design and implement instruction that recognizes and expands the variety
of communication modes used by students to facilitate learning and
communication development.

Research-based References
Bruce, S.M., Janssen, M.J., & Bashinski, S.M. (2016). Individualizing and
personalizing communication and literacy instruction for children who are deafblind.
Journal of Deafblind Studies on Communication, 2, 73-87.

Cloninger, C., & Giangreco, M. (1995). Including students with deaf-blindness in
general education classes. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 89(3), 262–266.

Horvath, L. S., Kampfer-Bohach, S., & Farmer Kearns, J. (2005). The use of
accommodations among students with deafblindness in large-scale assessment
systems. Journal of Disability Policy Studies, 16(3), 177–187.

Sall, N., & Mar, H. H. (1999). In the community of a classroom: Inclusive education of
a student with deaf-blindness. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 93(4), 197–
210.

Literature/Theory-based References
Brady, N. C., Bruce, S., Goldman, A., Erickson, K., Mineo, B., Ogletree, B. T., Paul,
D., Romski, M., Sevcik, R., Siegel, E., Schoonover, J., Snell, M., Sylvester, L., &
Wilkinson, K. (2016). Communication services and supports for individuals with
severe disabilities: Guidance for assessment and intervention. American Journal on
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, 121(2), 121-138

Bruce, S.M., Nelson, C., Perez, A., Stutzman, B., & Barnhill, B.A. (2016). The state of
research on communication and literacy in deafblindness. American Annals of the
Deaf, 161(4), 424-443.

Bruce, S., Luckner, J., & Ferrell, K. (2018). Assessment of Students with Sensory
Disabilities: Evidence-Based Practices. Assessment for Effective Intervention, 43(2),
79-89.

Luckner, J.L., Bruce, S.M., & Ferrell, K.A. (2016). A summary of the communication
and literacy evidence-based practices for students who are deaf or hard of hearing,
visually impaired, and deafblind. Communication Disorders Quarterly, 37(4), 225-241.

Nelson, C., van Dijk, J., Oster, T., McDonnell, A. (2009). Child-guided strategies: The
van Dijk approach to assessment.  Louisville, KY: American Printing House for the
Blind, Inc.

Practice-based References
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Belote, M. (2009). Touch cues.  (California Deaf-Blind Services fact sheet 03).

Rowland, C. (2009). Assessing communication and learning. (Design to Learn
Projects, Oregon Health and Science University).

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.3.S7
Utilize the student’s primary communication mode(s) for assessment and
instruction.

Research-based References
Bruce, S.M., Janssen, M.J., & Bashinski, S.M. (2016). Individualizing and
personalizing communication and literacy instruction for children who are deafblind.
Journal of Deafblind Studies on Communication, 2, 73-87.

Literature/Theory-based References
Brady, N. C., Bruce, S., Goldman, A., Erickson, K., Mineo, B., Ogletree, B. T., Paul,
D., Romski, M., Sevcik, R., Siegel, E., Schoonover, J., Snell, M., Sylvester, L., &
Wilkinson, K. (2016). Communication services and supports for individuals with
severe disabilities: Guidance for assessment and intervention. American Journal on
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, 121(2), 121-138

Bruce, S.M., Nelson, C., Perez, A., Stutzman, B., & Barnhill, B.A. (2016). The state of
research on communication and literacy in deafblindness. American Annals of the
Deaf, 161(4), 424-443.

Elizabeth, P. & Marschark, M. (2010). Evidence-based practice in educating deaf and
hard-of-hearing students. New York, NY: Oxford University Press
Luckner, J.L., Bruce, S.M., & Ferrell, K.A. (2016). A summary of the communication
and literacy evidence-based practices for students who are deaf or hard of hearing,
visually impaired, and deafblind. Communication Disorders Quarterly, 37(4), 225-241.

Practice-based References
Belote, M. (2009). Touch cues.  (California Deaf-Blind Services fact sheet 03).

Rowland, C. (2009). Assessing communication and learning. (Design to Learn
Projects, Oregon Health and Science University).

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.3.S8
Provide meaningful evidence-based instruction specific to deafblindness to
support mastery of content knowledge.
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Research-based References
Arndt, K., Lieberman, L. J., & Pucci, G. (2004). Communication during Physical
Activity for Youth Who Are Deafblind: Research to Practice. Teaching Exceptional
Children Plus, 1(2), n2.

Bruce, S.M., Janssen, M.J., & Bashinski, S.M. (2016). Individualizing and
personalizing communication and literacy instruction for children who are deafblind.
Journal of Deafblind Studies on Communication, 2, 73-87.

Chen, D., Klein, M. D., & Haney, M. (2007). Promoting interactions with infants who
have complex multiple disabilities: Development and field-testing of the PLAI
curriculum. Infants & Young Children, 20, 149-162.

Janssen, M. J., Riksen-Walraven, J. M., van Dijk, J. P. M., Hiusman, M., &
Ruijssenaars, W. A. J. J. M. (2012). Enhancing sustained interaction between children
with congenital deaf-blindness and their educators. Journal of Visual Impairment &
Blindness, VOL, 177-183.

Janssen, M. J., Riksen-Walraven, J. M., & van Dijk, J. P. M. (2003).Toward a
diagnostic intervention model for fostering harmonious interactions between
deaf-blind children and their educators. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 97,
197-214.

Literature/Theory-based References
Bruce, S.M., Nelson, C., Perez, A., Stutzman, B., & Barnhill, B.A. (2016). The state of
research on communication and literacy in deafblindness. American Annals of the
Deaf, 161(4), 424-443.

Bruce, S., Sacks, S. Z., & Brum, C. (2016). Assessment of students who have visual
impairments and multiple disabilities. In Sacks, S. Z., Zatta, M. C. (Eds.), Keys to
Educational Success: Teaching Students with Visual Impairments and Multiple
Disabilities (pp. 101-147). New York, NY: American Foundation for the Blind Press. 

Bruce, S. M. (2005). The impact of congenital deafblindness on the struggle to
symbolism. International Journal of Disability, Development and Education, 52(3),
233-251.

Chen, D., & Haney, M. (1995). An early intervention model for infants who are
deaf-blind. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 89, 213-221.

Elizabeth, P. & Marschark, M. (2010). Evidence-based practice in educating deaf and
hard-of-hearing students. New York, NY: Oxford University Press

Hartshorne, T. S., & Schmittel, M. C. (2016). Social-emotional development in
children and youth who are deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf, 161, 444-453.
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Luckner, J.L., Bruce, S.M., & Ferrell, K.A. (2016). A summary of the communication
and literacy evidence-based practices for students who are deaf or hard of hearing,
visually impaired, and deafblind. Communication Disorders Quarterly, 37(4), 225-241.

Parker, A.T. & Ivy, S. (2014). Communication Development of Children with Visual
Impairment and Deafblindness: A Synthesis of Intervention Research. In D.D. Hatton
(Eds.) Special Issue: “Current Issues in the Education of Students with    Visual
Impairments”, International Review of Research in Developmental Disabilities.

Rowland, C., & Schweigert, P. (2005). Learning to Learn: a Systematic
Child-Centered Model Skill Development in Young Children Who are Deafblind.

Sigafoos, J., Didden, R., Schlosser, R., Green, V. A., O’Reilly, M. F., & Lancioni, G. E.
(2008). A review of intervention studies on teaching AAC to individuals who are deaf
and blind. Journal of developmental and Physical Disabilities, 20(1), 71-99.

Practice-based References
Axelrod, C., Teacher Trainer, T. S. B. V. I., & Outreach, T. D. (2004). Supporting high
quality interactions with students who are deafblind. Part one: A summary of current
research. see/Hear, 11-16.

Belote, M. (2009). Touch cues.  (California Deaf-Blind Services fact sheet 03).

Miles, B. (1999). Remarkable conversations: A guide to developing meaningful
communication with children and young adults who are deafblind. eBookIt. com.

Rowland, C. (2009). Assessing communication and learning. (Design to Learn
Projects, Oregon Health and Science University).

Van den Tillaart, B., Triulzi, L., Hertzog, T., Montgomery, C., Daley C. (2014,
September, rev.). Emergent communication. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness,
Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR:
National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon
University.

Van den Tillaart, B., Triulzi, L., Hertzog, T., Montgomery, C., Daley, C. (2014,
September, rev.). Understanding communication principles. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules.
Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at
Western Oregon University.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item
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DB.3.S9
Select and adapt assistive technologies appropriate for students who are
deafblind.

Research-based References
Schweigert, P., & Rowland, C. (1992). Early communication and microtechnology:
Instructional sequence and case studies of children with severe multiple disabilities.
Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 8, 273-286.

Literature/Theory-based References
Hartmann, E. & Weismer, P. (2016). Technology implementation and curriculum
engagement for children and youth who are deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf,
161(4), 462-473.

Hersh, M.A. & Johnson, M.A. (Eds.) (2003). Assistive technology for the hearing-
impaired, deaf, and deafblind. Springer-Verlag London Limited. 

Practice-based References
Parker, A., Gebre, M. & Zhou, L. (2011). Assistive technology and students who are
deafblind: Bridging gaps in school participation. DVI Quarterly. 56 (3), 21-25. 

Strand 4: Using Assessment to Understand the Learner and the Learning
Environment for Data-Based Decision Making

Strand Leader: Susan Bashinski
Team: MaryAnn Demchak, Chevonne Sutter, Andrea Blackwood, Richard Teed

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.4.K1
Assessment approaches and accommodations for individuals with
deafblindness.

Research-based References
de Vaan, G., Vervloed, M . P. J., Peters-Scheffer, N. C., van Gent, T., Knoors, H., &
Verhoeven, L. (2018). Assessing autism spectrum disorder in people with sensory
impairments combined with intellectual disabilities. Journal of Developmental and
Physical Disability, 30, 471-487.

Hassinen, L., Haynes, S. N., Timonen, T., & Lappalainen, R. (2013). A case
formulation model for the assessment of psychological problems among deafblind
persons. Scandinavian Journal of Disability Research, 15, 325-341.
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Horvath, L. S., Kampfer-Bohach, S., & Farmer Kearns, J. (2005). The use of
accommodations among students with deafblindness in large-scale assessment
systems. Journal of Disability Policy Studies, 16(3), 177-187.

McKenzie, A. R. (2007). The use of learning media assessments with students who
are deaf-blind. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 101(10), 587-600.

Nelson, C., Janssen, M., Oster, T., & Jayaraman, G. (2010). Reliability and fidelity of
the van Dijk assessment. AER Journal of Research and Practice in Visual
Impairments and Blindness, 3(3), 71- 80.

Literature/Theory-based References
Bruce, S. M., & Bashinski, S. M. (2017). The Trifocus Framework and
interprofessional collaborative practice in severe disabilities. American Journal of
Speech-Language Pathology, 26, 162-180.

Bruce, S., Luckner, J. L., & Ferrell, K. A. (2018). Assessment of students with sensory
disabilities: Evidence-based practices. Assessment for Effective Intervention, 43,
79-89.

Ferrell, K. A., Bruce, S., & Luckner, J. L. (2017). Evidence-based practices for
students with sensory impairments. https://doi.org/10.1177/1534508417708311

Kang, S., O’Reilly, M., Lancioni, G., Falcomata, T. S., Sigafoos, J. & Xu, Z. (2013).
Comparison of the predictive validity and consistency among preference assessment
procedures: A review of the literature. Research in Developmental Disabilities, 34,
1125-1133.

Nelson, C., van Dijk, J., McDonnell, A. & Thompson, K. (2002). A framework for
understanding young children with severe multiple disabilities: The van Dijk approach
to assessment. Research and Practice for Persons with Severe Disabilities, 27 (2),
97-111

Nelson, C., van Dijk, J., Oster, T., & McDonnell, A.P. (2009). Child-guided strategies:
the van Dijk approach to assessment for understanding children and youth with
sensory impairments and multiple disabilities. Louisville, KY: American Printing House
for the Blind.

Pizzo, L., & Chilvers, A. (2019).  Assessment of language and literacy in children who
are d/Deaf and hard of hearing. Education Sciences, 9, 223,
https://doi.org/10.3390/educsci9030223

Stillman, R. D. (1974). The Callier-Azusa Scale. Dallas, TX:  Callier Center for
Communication Disorders.
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Virue ́s-Ortega, J., Pritchard, K., Grant, R. L., North, S., Hurtado-Parrado, C., Lee, M.
S. H.,Temple, B., via Julio, F., & Yu, C. T. (2014).  Clinical decision making and
preference assessment for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
American Journal on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, 119, 151-170.

Practice-based References
Clyne, M., Parker, A., Blaha, R., Borg, J., Hartman, V., & Martin, B. (2015,
September). Routines for assessment and learning. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules.
Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at
Western Oregon University.

Ferreri, A. J. (2009). Including Matthew: Assessment-guided differentiated literacy
instruction. TEACHING Exceptional Children Plus, 5(3) Article 3. 
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ967742.pdf

National Consortium of Deaf-Blindness (2020). Appropriate assessment strategies:
NCDB practice guide.  National Consortium on Deaf-Blindness, Teaching Research
Institute, Western Oregon University.
https://documents.nationaldb.org/AppropriateAssessmentStrategies_a.pdf

National Consortium on Deaf-Blindness. (2017). Family Needs Assessment:
Summary Report.
Monmouth, OR: National Consortium on Deaf-Blindness, Teaching Research
Institute, Western Oregon University. https://nationaldb.org/library/page/2711

Parker, A. (2017). Considering a practical orientation and mobility framework to
design communication interventions for people with visual impairments,
deafblindness, and multiple disabilities. Perspectives of the ASHA Special Interest
Groups, 2, (SIG 12), 89-97. 

Smith, K. A., & Herlich, S. T. (2014). Separated by a driveway:  Collaboration between
two state specialized schools to assess students with deafblindness. Journal of
Visual Impairment & Blindness, 108, 501-504.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.4.S1
Collect data and monitor and report progress.

Research-based References
Kyzar, K. B., Brady, S. E., Summers, J. A., Haines, S. J., & Turnbull, A. P. (2016).
Services and supports, partnership, and family quality of life: Focus on deaf-
blindness. Exceptional Children, 83(1), 77–91.
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Lanovaz, M. J., Rapp, J. T., & Maciw, I. (2014).  Assessment and treatment of
stereotypy in an individual with Cornelia de Lange syndrome and deafblindness.
Journal of Intellectual & Developmental Disability, 39, 375-380.

Mason, R. A., Schniz, A. G., Gerow, S., An, Z. G., & Wills, H. P. (2019).  Effects of
teacher-implemented coaching to increase the accuracy of data collected by
paraeducators. Journal of Behavioral Education, 28, 204-226.

Nelson, C.,  Greenfield, R. G., Hyte, H. A., & Shaffer, J. P. (2013).  Stress, behavior,
and children and youth who are deafblind. Research and Practice for Persons with
Severe Disabilities, 38, 139-156.

Sall, N., & Mar, H. (1999). In the community of a classroom: Inclusive education of a
student with deaf-blindness. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 93(4).
Retrieved from http://afb.org/afbpress/pubjvib.asp?DocID=jvib930402

Tanner, L., McGlad, A., & Irwin, M. (2019).  Engagement and inclusion of individuals
with a dual sensory loss and learning disability in the assessment process-staff
perspectives. Practice: Social Work in Action, 0, 1-17.  Retrieved from
https://doi.org/10.1080/09503153.2019.1695110

Watkins, S., Clark, T., Strong, C., & Barringer, D. (1994). The effectiveness of an
intervener model of services for young deaf-blind children. American Annals of the
Deaf, 139(4), 404–409.

Literature/Theory-based References
Bruce, S. M., & Bashinski, S. M. (2017). The Trifocus Framework and
interprofessional collaborative practice in severe disabilities. American Journal of
Speech-Language Pathology, 26, 162-180.

Kamei-Hannan, C., Holbrook, M. C., & Ricci, L. A. (2012). Applying a
response-to-intervention model to literacy instruction for students who are blind or
have low vision. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 106(2),
69–80. https://doi.org/10.1177/0145482X1210600202

Parker, A.T., McGinnity, B.L., & Bruce, S. M. (2011). A position paper of the division
on visual impairments. Retrieved on July 8, 2020 from
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/SPED/d2199768-679e-41f6-aa2a-e9
d3b5b748c8/UploadedImages/Position%20Papers/DVI%20Deafblindness%20Positio
n%20Paper.pdf

Practice-based References
Correa-Torres, S. M., & Bowen, S. (2017). Perceived needs of teachers of students
who are deafblind: Implications for training programs [PowerPoint slides]. Retrieved
from https://nationaldb.org/library/page/2660

47

http://afb.org/afbpress/pubjvib.asp?DocID=jvib930402
https://doi.org/10.1080/09503153.2019.1695110
https://doi.org/10.1177/0145482X1210600202
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/SPED/d2199768-679e-41f6-aa2a-e9d3b5b748c8/UploadedImages/Position%20Papers/DVI%20Deafblindness%20Position%20Paper.pdf
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/SPED/d2199768-679e-41f6-aa2a-e9d3b5b748c8/UploadedImages/Position%20Papers/DVI%20Deafblindness%20Position%20Paper.pdf
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/SPED/d2199768-679e-41f6-aa2a-e9d3b5b748c8/UploadedImages/Position%20Papers/DVI%20Deafblindness%20Position%20Paper.pdf
https://nationaldb.org/library/page/2660


National Center on Deafblindness. (2012). National consortium on deafblindness 2.0:
Definition and use of the term intervener. Retrieved from
http://documents.nationaldb.org/products/definition.pdf

Rowland, C. (2009). Assessing communication and learning. (Design to Learn
Projects, Oregon Health and Science University).

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.4.S2
Conduct and collaborate on functional vision and hearing assessments of
individuals with deafblindness.

Research-based References
Alimović, S. (2017). Vision problems in children with intellectual disabilities. Croatian
Review of Rehabilitation Research, 53, 98-104.

Correa-Torres, S. M., & Bowen, S. K. (2018, February). Field-identified needs when
working with students who are deafblind. Presentation at the 2018 Council on
Exceptional Children Annual Conference, Tampa, FL.

Goetz, L., Gee, K., Baldwin, M., & Sailor, W. (1982). Classroom-based sensory
assessment procedures for severely handicapped students: Case studies of a
stimulus transfer paradigm. Analysis and Intervention in Development Disabilities, 2,
171-185.

Kaiser, J. T., & Herzberg, T. S. (2017). Procedures and tools used by teachers when
completing functional vision assessments with children with visual impairments.
Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 111, 441-452.

Lueck, A. H., Dornbusch, H., & Hart, J. (1999). The effects of training on a young
child with cortical visual impairment: An exploratory study. Journal of Visual
Impairment and Blindness, 93, 778-793.

Manickam, V., Shott, G. S., Heithaus, D., & Shott, S. R. (2016).  Hearing loss in Down
syndrome revisited - 15 years later. International Journal of Pediatric
Otorhinolaryngology, 88, 203-207.

Literature/Theory-based References
Bruce, S., Sacks, S. Z., & Brum, C. (2016). Assessment of students who have visual
impairments and multiple disabilities. In S. Z. Sacks,  and M. C. Zatta (Eds.), Keys to
educational success: Teaching students with visual impairments and multiple
disabilities (pp. 101-147). New York, NY: American Foundation for the Blind Press. 

Guardino, C. A. (2008).  Identification and placement for deaf students with multiple
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disabilities: Choosing the path less followed. American Annals of the Deaf, 153,
55-64.

Practice-based References
Chamberlain, M., & Mackenstadt, D. (2018). Teaching orientation & mobility to
students with visual impairments and additional disabilities. Future Reflections, 37(1),
10-20.

Dammeyer, J. (2012). Identification of congenital deafblindness. The British Journal of
Visual Impairment, 30, 101-107.

Graves, A., & Montgomery, C., Informal Functional Hearing Evaluation (IFHE).
National Center on Deafblindness, 2017,
www.nationaldb.org/media/doc/IFHEFunctionalEvaluation_ae.pdf.

Herrera, R., Cmar, J., & Fazzi, D. (2016). Orientation and mobility programs.  In S. Z.
Sacks & M. C. Zatta (Eds.) Keys to educational success: Teaching students with
multiple disabilities. (pp. 294-335).  AFB Press.

Miller, W. (2018).  Using the Sensory Learning Kit in a learning media assessment.
Retrieved from
http://www.pathstoliteracy.org/blog/using-sensory-learning-kit-learning-media-assess
ment

(no author attributed). Observe, Observe, Observe: Learning Media Assessments for
Children with Multiple Disabilities.  Retrieved
from  http://www.pathstoliteracy.org/learning-media-assessments-visual-impairments-
multiple-disabilities#Introduction

Smith, K. A., & Herlich, S. T. (2014). Separated by a driveway:  Collaboration between
two state specialized schools to assess students with deafblindness. Journal of
Visual Impairment & Blindness, 108, 501-504.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.4.S3
Assess expressive and receptive communication along a continuum from
pre-intentional and pre-symbolic to full communicative proficiency.

Research-based References
Boers, E., Majssen, M. J., Minnaert, A. E. M.G., & Ruijssenaars, W. A. J. J. N. (2013).
The application of dynamic assessment in people communicating at a prelinguistic
eavel:  A descriptive review of the literature. International Journal of Disability,
Development, and Education, 60, 119-145.
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Bruce, S., Godbold, E., & Naponelli-Gold, A. (2004). An analysis of communicative
functions of teachers and their students who are congenitally deafblind. RE:view, 36,
81-90.

Bruce, S., Janssen, M., Bashinski, S. (2016). Individualizing and personalizing
communication and literacy instruction for children who are deafblind.  Journal of
Deafblind Studies on Communication. 2, 73-87.

Cloninger, C., & Giangreco, M. (1995). Including students with deaf-blindness in
general education classes. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 89(3), 262–266.

Dammeyer, J. (2009). Congenitally deafblind children and cochlear implants:  Effects
on communication. Journal of Deaf Studies and Deaf Education, 14, 278-288.

Horvath, L. S., Kampfer-Bohach, S., & Farmer Kearns, J. (2005). The use of
accommodations among students with deafblindness in large-scale assessment
systems. Journal of Disability Policy Studies, 16(3), 177–187.

Peisler, G. (2005). Development of communication in deafblind children.
Scandinavian Journal of Disability Research, 7, 41-62.

Rowland, C., & Schweigert, P. (2000). Tangible symbols, tangible outcomes.
Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 16, 61-78.

Sall, N., & Mar, H. H. (1999). In the community of a classroom: Inclusive education of
a student with deaf-blindness. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 93(4), 197–
210.

Literature/Theory-based References
Bashinski, S. M. (2021-in press).  Prelinguistic communication.  In T. S. Hartshorne,
M. A. Hefner, D. I. Choo, and K. Blake (Eds.). CHARGE Syndrome (2nd ed.). San
Diego, CA: Plural.

Brady, N. C., Bruce, S., Goldman, A., Erickson, K., Mineo, B., Ogletree, B. T., Paul,
D., Romski, M., Sevcik, R., Siegel, E., Schoonover, J., Snell, M., Sylvester, L., &
Wilkinson, K. (2016). Communication services and supports for individuals with
severe disabilities: Guidance for assessment and intervention. American Journal on
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, 121(2), 121-138

Bruce, S. M., & Bashinski, S. M. (2017)  The Trifocus framework and interprofessional
collaborative practice in severe disabilities. American Journal of Speech-Language
Pathology, 26, 162-1.
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Bruce, S., Luckner, J., & Ferrell, K. (2018). Assessment of Students with Sensory
Disabilities: Evidence-Based Practices. Assessment for Effective Intervention, 43(2),
79-89.

Bruce, S.M., Nelson, C., Perez, A., Stutzman, B., & Barnhill, B.A. (2016). The state of
research on communication and literacy in deafblindness. American Annals of the
Deaf 161, 424-443. doi:10.1353/aad.2016.0035.

Bruce, S. M., & Vargas, C. (2012).  Assessment and instruction of object permanence
in children with blindness or multiple disabilities. Journal of Visual Impairment &
Blindness, 106, 717–727.

Chen, D., & Haney, M. (1995). An early intervention model for infants who are
deaf-blind. Journal of Visual Impairment and Blindness, 89, 213-221.

Luckner, J.L., Bruce, S.M., & Ferrell, K.A. (2016). A summary of the communication
and literacy evidence-based practices for students who are deaf or hard of hearing,
visually impaired, and deafblind. Communication Disorders Quarterly, 37(4), 225-241.

Mar, H. H., & Sall, N. (1999). Dimensions of communication: An instrument to assess
the communication skills and behaviors of individuals with disabilities. New York, NY:
Saint Luke’s/Roosevelt Hospital Center.

Nelson, C., van Dijk, J., Oster, T., McDonnell, A. (2009). Child-guided strategies: The
van Dijk approach to assessment.  Louisville, KY: American Printing House for the
Blind, Inc.

Peckham-Hardin, K. D., Hanreddy, A., & Ogletree, B. T. (2018). Preparing teachers to
facilitate communication skills in students with severe disabilities (Document No.
IC17). Retrieved from University of Florida, Collaboration for Effective Educator
Development, Accountability, and Reform Center website:
http://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/tools/innovation-configurations/

Rowland, C. (Ed.). (2009). Assessing Communication and Learning in Young
Children Who Are Deafblind or Who Have Multiple Disabilities. Portland, OR:  Oregon
Health & Science University, Design to Learn.

Rowland, C.  (2011). Using the Communication Matrix to assess expressive skills in
early communicators. Communication Disorders Quarterly, 32, 190-201. 

Sigafoos, J., Woodyatt, G., Keen, D., Tait, K., Tucker, M. Roberts-Pennell, D., &
Pittendreigh, N. (2000). Identifying potential communicative acts in children with
developmental and physical disabilities. Communication Disorders Quarterly, 21(2),
77-86.

Practice-based References
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Belote, M. (2009). Touch cues.  (California Deaf-Blind Services fact sheet 03).

Kennedy, B., Miranda, L., Lester, J., Foster, D., McGowan, P., Cote, M., Sanders, D.
(2014, September, rev.). Progressing from non-symbolic to symbolic communication
and complex language. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open
Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon University.

Rowland, C. (2009). Assessing communication and learning. (Design to Learn
Projects, Oregon Health and Science University).

Van den Tillaart, B., Triulzi, L., Hertzog, T., Montgomery, C., Daley C. (2014,
September, rev.). Emergent communication. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules.
Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at
Western Oregon University.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.4.S4
Apply person-centered assessment and planning processes to determine
instruction and program planning.

Research-based References
Giangreco, M.F., Edelman, S.W., Dennis, R.E., & Cloninger, C.J. (1995). Use and
Impact of COACH with Students who are Deaf-Blind. Research and Practice for
Persons with Severe Disabilities, 20, 121 -135.
https://www.chs.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/transition_planning_for_students_who_r
e_deafblind.pdf

Petroff, J. G. (2001). National transition follow-up study of youth identified as
deafblind: Parent perspectives (pp. 1-26). Washington: NTAC.

Reid, D., Everson, J., & Green, C. (1999). A systematic  evaluation of
preferences identified through person-centered planning for people with profound
multiple disabilities. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 32(4),
467-477.

Literature/Theory-based References
Brady, N. C., Bruce, S., Goldman, A., Erickson, K., Mineo, B., Ogletree, B. T., Paul,
D., Romski, M., Sevcik, R., Siegel, E., Schoonover, J., Snell, M., Sylvester, L., &
Wilkinson, K. (2016). Communication services and supports for individuals with
severe disabilities: Guidance for assessment and intervention. American Journal on
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, 121(2), 121-138.

Claes, C., Van Hove, G., Vandevelde, S, van Loon, J., & Schalock, R. L. (2010).
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Person-centered planning: Analysis of research and effectiveness. Intellectual and
Developmental Disabilities, 48, 432-453.

Everson, J. M. (1996). Using person-centered planning concepts to enhance
school-to-adult life transition planning. Journal of Vocational Rehabilitation, 6(1), 7-13.

Ferrell, K. A., Bruce, S., & Luckner, J. L. (2017). Evidence-based practices for
students with sensory impairments. https://doi.org/10.1177/1534508417708311

Giangreco, M., Cloninger, C., & Iverson, V. (2000). Choosing outcomes and
accommodations for children: A guide to planning for students with disabilities. (2 nd

ed.).  Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes Pub. Co.

Gotto, G. S., Reynolds, M. C., Palmer, S. B., & Chiang, D. F. (2019).  Supporting
families through the Charting the LifeCourse Framework. Intellectual and
Developmental Disabilities, 57, 56-65.

Ingraham, C.L. (Ed.) (2007). Transition Planning for Students who are DeafBlind.
Knoxville, TN: PEPNet-South

Nelson, B. (2005). Creating positive outcomes for deafblind youth and young adults:
A personal futures planning transition model. Re:view, 36(4), 173.

Zatta, M., & McGinnity, B. (2016). An overview of transition planning for students who
are deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf, 161(4), 474–485.

Practice-based References
Holburn, S. & Vietze, P. (2002). Person-centered planning: Research, practice, and
future directions. Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes Pub. Co.

Morgan, S., Bixler, E., & McNamara, J. (2002). Self-determination for children and
young adults who are deaf-blind (pp. 1-20). NTAC

Rodriguez-Gil, G., (1999). MAPS: Planning for the future of a student with visual and
hearing impairments. https://documents.nationaldb.org/products/MAPSEnglish.pdf

Wehmeyer, M, Agran, M., & Hughes, C. (2003). Teaching self-determination to
students with disabilities: Basic skills for successful transition. Baltimore, MD: Paul H.
Brooks Pub. Co.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.4.S5
Observe behaviors to determine communicative intent in order to plan
interventions.
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Research-based References
Janssen, M. J., Brink-Groenendijk, N. C. R., Riksen-Walraven, M., Huisman, M., van
Dijk, J. P. M., & Ruijssenaars, W. A. J. J. M. (2014).  Measuring sustained interaction
in adults with deafblindness and multiple disabilities: Development of an observational
coding system. British Journal of Visual Impairment, 32, 68-76.

Literature/Theory-based References
Bashinski, S. M. (2021-in press).  Prelinguistic communication.  In T. S. Hartshorne,
M. A. Hefner, D. I. Choo, and K. Blake (Eds.). CHARGE Syndrome (2nd ed.). San
Diego, CA: Plural.

Bruce, S. M., & Bashinski, S. M. (2017). The Trifocus Framework and
interprofessional collaborative practice in severe disabilities. American Journal of
Speech-Language Pathology, 26, 162-180.

Philip, V. S., Bashinski, S. M., Mathew, S., Fuller, D. R., & Lloyd, L. L. (2021-in press).
AAC for persons with sensory impairments.  In D. R. Fuller and L. L. Lloyd (Eds.)
Principles and Practices in Augmentative and Alternative Communication (3rd ed.).
Thorofare, NJ:  Slack Incorporated.

Practice-based References
Haakma, I., Janssen, M., & Minnaert, A. (2017). Intervening to improve teachers’
need-supportive behaviour using self-determination theory: Its effects on teachers
and on the motivation of students with deafblindness. International Journal Of
Disability, Development & Education, 64, 310-327.
doi:10.1080/1034912X.2016.1213376

Slavin, L. J. & Hartshorne, T. S. (2019).  The development of an educational checklist
for individuals with CHARGE syndrome. International Journal of Developmental
Disabilities https://doi.org/10.1080/20473869.2019.1642639

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.4.S6
Conduct assessments in order to evaluate and improve the learning
environment and educational programs.

Research-based References
Rowland, C. (Ed.). (2009) Assessing communication and learning in young children
who are deafblind or who have multiple disabilities. Portland, OR:  Oregon Health &
Science University, Design to Learn. Retrieved from
https://www.designtolearn.com/uploaded/pdf/DeafBlindAssessmentGuide.pdf

Stremel, K., Perreault, S., & Welch, T. R. (1995). Engaging environments.  In K.
Huebner, J. Prickett, T. Welch, & E. Joffee (Eds.). Hand in hand: Essentials of
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communication and orientation and mobility for your students who are deaf- blind.
(pp. 414-416). AFB Press.

Literature/Theory-based References
Chen, D., Rowland, C., Stillman, R., & Mar, H. (2009). Authentic practices for
assessing communication skills of young children with sensory impairments and
multiple disabilities. Early Childhood Services: An Interdisciplinary Journal of
Effectiveness, 3, 323–338. 

Rowland, C., & Schweigert, P. (1993). Analyzing the Communication Environment to
increase functional communication (ACE). JASH, 18, 161-176.

Practice-based References
Brown, C. (2010, February). Environmental checklist for developing independence.
Austin, TX:  Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired.  Retrieved from
https://www.tsbvi.edu/orientation-a-mobility/1969-environmental-checklist-for-developi
ng-independence

National Center on Deaf-Blindness. (2010, June).  Authentic assessment National
Consortium on Deaf-Blindness (NCDB). Practice Perspectives, 6. Monmouth, OR:
Retrieved from https://www.nationaldb.org/media/doc/Authentic_Assessment_a.pdf

Taylor, E. L., Stremel, K., & Steele, N. (2006). Classroom Observation Instrument for
Educational Environments Serving Students with Deaf-Blindness. Monmouth, OR:
NTAC.

Texas Deafblind Outreach (2009). IEP Quality Indicators for Students with
Deafblindness. Austin, TX: Texas School for the Blind  and Visually Impaired.
Retrieved from http://www.tsbvi.edu/attachments/other/IEP_Indicators.pdf

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.4.S7
In conjunction with the results of environmental assessments, conduct
routine-based assessments to identify the individual’s knowledge and skills
that support access and engagement.

Research-based References
Farrenkopf, C., & McGregor, D. (1997). Increasing a functional skill for an adolescent
with cortical visual impairment. Journal of Visual Impairment and Blindness, 91,
484-493.

Literature/Theory-based References
Holte, L., Prickett, J. G., Van Dyke, D. C., Olson, R. J., Lubrica, P., Knutson, C. L.,
Knutson, J. F., & Brennan, S. (2006). Issues in the evaluation of infants and young

55

https://www.tsbvi.edu/orientation-a-mobility/1969-environmental-checklist-for-developing-independence
https://www.tsbvi.edu/orientation-a-mobility/1969-environmental-checklist-for-developing-independence
https://www.nationaldb.org/media/doc/Authentic_Assessment_a.pdf
http://www.tsbvi.edu/attachments/other/IEP_Indicators.pdf


children who are suspected of or who are deaf-blind. Infants & Young Children, 19,
213-227.

Practice-based References
Siegel-Causey, E. (1996). Assessment guidelines: Vol. 1. Assessing young children
with dual sensory and multiple impairments. GLARCDB.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.4.S8
Conduct assessment of skills and environments relevant to individuals with
deafblindness to engage in social activities.

Research-based References
Mar, H. (1995). Enhancing social opportunities and relationships of children who are
deafblind. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 89, 280-286.

Literature/Theory-based References

Practice-based References
Sacks, S. Z. (2016).   Promoting social competence.  In S. Z. Sacks & M. C. Zatta
(Eds.), Keys to educational success: Teaching students with multiple disabilities (pp.
336-368). AFB Press.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.4.S9
Conduct preference assessments of individuals with deafblindness across
classes of various sensory stimuli.

Research-based References
Green, C. W., Reid, D.H., White L.K., Halford, R.C., Brittain, D.P., & Gardner, S. M.
(1988). Identifying reinforcers for persons with profound handicaps: Staff opinion
versus systematic assessment of preferences. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis,
21, 31-43.

Lancioni. G. E., Singh, N. N., O’Reilly, M. F., Sigafoos, J., Oliva, D., Piazolla, S.,
Smaldone, A., & Manfredi, F. (2007). Automatically delivered stimulation for
walker-assisted step responses: Measuring its effects in persons with multiple
disabilities. Journal of Developmental and Physical Disabilities, 19, 1-13.

Mathy-Laikko, P., Iacono, T., Ratcliff, A., Villarruel, F., Yoder, D., & Vanderheiden, G.
(1989). Teaching a child with multiple disabilities to use a tactile augmentative
communication device. Augmentative & Alternative Communication, 5, 249-256.
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Schweigert, P., & Rowland, C. (1992). Early communication and microtechnology:
Instructional sequence and case studies of children with severe multiple disabilities.
Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 8, 273-286.

Virtues-Ortega, J., Pritchard, K., Grant, R. L., North, S., Hurtado-Parrado, C., Lee, M.
S. H., Temple, B., Julio, F., & Yu, C. T. (2014). Clinical decision making and
preference assessment for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
American Journal of Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, 119, 151-170.

Wacker, D. P., Berg, W. K., Wiggins, B., Muldoon, M., & Cavanaugh, J. (1985).
Evaluation of reinforcer preferences for profoundly handicapped students. Journal of
Applied Behavior Analysis, 18, 173–178.

Literature/Theory-based References
Snodgrass, M. R., Stoner, J. B., & Angell, M. E. (2013). Teaching conceptually
referenced core vocabulary for initial augmentative and alternative communication.
Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 29, 322-333.

Practice-based References

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.4.S10
Conduct ecological assessments comprised of ecological inventories, task
analyses, and discrepancy analyses as a component of program planning
for individuals with deafblindness.

Research-based References
Murray-Branch, J., Udvari-Solner, A., & Bailey, B. (1991). Textured communication
systems for individuals with severe intellectual and dual sensory impairments.
Language, Speech, and Hearing Services in Schools, 22, 260-268.

Literature/Theory-based References
Brown, L., Branston-McClean, M. B., Baumgart, D., Vincent, L., Falvey, M., &
Schroeder, J. (1979). Using the characteristics of current and subsequent least
restrictive environments in the development of curricular content for severely
handicapped students. AAESPH Review, 4, 407–424.

Peckham-Hardin, K. D., Hanreddy, A., & Ogletree, B. T. (2018). Preparing teachers to
facilitate communication skills in students with severe disabilities (Document No.
IC17). Retrieved from University of Florida, Collaboration for Effective Educator
Development, Accountability, and Reform Center website:
http://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/tools/innovation-configurations/
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Practice-based References
Arnold, K. D., & Stephens, T. M. (2004). Integrated functional behavior assessment
protocol: Holistic behavioral assessment of students with deafblindness and severe
disabilities. Universal Publishing. (Chapter 4)

Bruce, S., Sacks, S. Z., & Brum, C. (2016).  Assessment of students who have visual
impairments and multiple disabilities.  In S. Z. Sacks & M. C. Zatta (Eds.), Keys to
Educational Success: Teaching Students with Multiple Disabilities.  (pp. 101-147).
AFB Press.

Chen, D., & Dote-Kwan, J. (1995). Starting points: Instructional practices for young
children whose multiple disabilities include visual impairment. Blind Children’s Center.
(Chapter 3)

Downing, J. E.  (1996). Assessing the school-age student with dual sensory &
multiple impairments. Assessment guidelines volume 2. Columbus, OH: GLARCDB.

Downing, J., & Baily, B. (1990). Developing vision use within functional daily activities
for students with visual and multiple disabilities. RE:view, 21, 209-220.

Everson, J. M. (1996). Assessing the transition needs of young adults with dual
sensory and multiple impairments. Assessment guidelines volume 2. Columbus, OH:
GLARCDB.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.4.S11
Conduct functional behavior assessment of problem behaviors displayed
by individuals with deafblindness in order to develop positive behavior
support plans that include an emphasis on communication.

Research-based References
Brusca, R.M., Nieminen, G. S., Carter, R., & Repp, A. C. (1989). The relationship of
staff contact and activity to the stereotypy of children with multiple disabilities. Journal
of the Association for Persons with Severe Handicaps, 14, 127–136.

Durand, V. M., & Berotti, D. (1991). Treating behavior problems with communication.
ASHA, 33, 37-39.

Janssen, M. J., Riksen-Walraven, J, M., & van Dijk, J. P. M. (2002). Enhancing the
quality of interaction between deafblind children and their families. Journal of
Developmental and Physical Disabilities, 14, 87-109.

Lerman, D.C., & Iwata, B. A. (1993). Descriptive and experimental analysis of
variables maintaining self-injurious behavior. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis,
26, 293-319.
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Luiselli, J. K. (1991). Assessment and treatment of self-injury in a deaf-blind child.
Journal of Developmental and Physical Disabilities, 4, 219-226.

Umbreit, J. (1997). Eliminating challenging behaviors in multiple environments
throughout the entire day. Education and Training in Mental Retardation and
Developmental Disabilities, 321-330.

Literature/Theory-based References
Westling, D. L. (2015). Evidence-based practices for improving challenging behaviors
of students with severe disabilities (Document No. IC-14). Retrieved from University
of Florida, Collaboration for Effective Educator, Development, Accountability, and
Reform Center website:
http://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/tools/innovation-configurations/

Practice-based References
Arnold, K. D., & Stephens, T. M. (2004). Integrated functional behavior assessment
protocol: Holistic behavioral assessment of students with deafblindness and severe
disabilities. Universal Publishing.
(Chapter 5)

Chen, D., & Dote-Kwan, J. (1995). Starting points: Instructional practices for young
children whose multiple disabilities include visual impairment. Blind Children’s Center.
(Chapter 7)

Denno, L. (2016).  Positive strategies for behavioral intervention.  In S. Z. Sacks & M.
C. Zatta (Eds.), Keys to Educational Success: Teaching Students with Multiple
Disabilities (pp. 451-484).  AFB Press.
(Chapter 17)

Durand, V. M. & Tanner, C. (1999). Research to practice: Reducing behavior
problems in students who are deaf-blind. Deaf-Blind Perspectives, 6(3), 4-6.

Everson, J. M. (1996). Assessing the transition needs of young adults with dual
sensory and multiple impairments. Assessment guidelines volume 3. Columbus, OH:
GLARCDB.

Luiselli, J. K. (1994).  Functional assessment: Understanding and identifying the
causes of challenging behaviors in students who are deaf-blind. Deafblind
Perspectives.

Strand 5: Supporting Learning Using Effective Instruction
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Strand Leader: Susan Bruce
Team: Megan Connaughton, Karen Carl

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.5.K1
Understand the importance of being highly responsive to all forms of
communication, including behavior.

Research-based References
Brady, N. C., & Bashinski, S. M. (2008). Increasing communication in children with
concurrent vision and hearing loss. Research & Practice for Persons with Severe
Disabilities, 33, 1-2, 59-70.

Bruce, S. M., & Vargas, C. (2007). Intentional communication acts expressed by
children with severe disabilities in high-rate contexts. Augmentative and Alternative
Communication, 23(4), 300-311.

Chen, D., Klein, M. D., & Haney, M. (2007). Promoting interactions with infants who
have complex multiple disabilities: Development and field-testing of the PLAI
curriculum. Infants & Young Children, 20, 149-162.

Janssen, M. J., Riksen-Walraven, J. M., van Dijk, J. P. M., Hiusman, M., &
Ruijssenaars, W. A. J. J. M. (2012). Enhancing sustained interaction between children
with congenital deaf-blindness and their educators. Journal of Visual Impairment &
Blindness, VOL, 177-183.

Janssen, M. J., Riksen-Walraven, J. M., & van Dijk, J. P. M. (2003).Toward a
diagnostic intervention model for fostering harmonious interactions between
deaf-blind children and their educators. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 97,
197-214.

Patrick, O. J. (2016). Effects of teachers’ use of communication techniques on
activities of daily living for learners with deafblindness in selected primary schools,
Uganda (Doctoral dissertation, Kenyatta University.

Probst, K. M. (2017). Measuring The Longitudinal Communication Growth Of
Learners Who Are Deafblind.

Vervloed, M. P., Van Dijk, R. J., Knoors, H., & Van Dijk, J. P. (2006). Interaction
between the teacher and the congenitally deafblind child. American Annals of the
Deaf, 151(3), 336-344.

Literature/Theory-based References
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Bruce, S. M., Nelson, C., Perez, A., Stutzman, B., & Barnhill, B. A. (2016). The state
of research on communication and literacy in deafblindness. American Annals of the
Deaf, 161(4), 424-443.

Bruce, S. M. (2005). The impact of congenital deafblindness on the struggle to
symbolism. International Journal of Disability, Development and Education, 52(3),
233-251.

Chen, D., & Haney, M. (1995). An early intervention model for infants who are
deaf-blind. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 89, 213-221.

Downing, J. E., & Chen, D. (2015). Beginning steps in communication intervention. In
J. E. Downing, A. Hanreddy, & K. D. Peckham-Hardin (Eds.). Teaching
communication skills to students with severe disabilities, pp. 107-136. Baltimore: Paul
H. Brookes Publishing Co.

Hanreddy, A. (2015). The relationship between communication and challenging
behavior. In . E. Downing, A. Hanreddy, & K. D. Peckham-Hardin (Eds.). Teaching
communication skills to students with severe disabilities, pp. 213-232. Baltimore: Paul
H. Brookes Publishing Co

Parker, A.T. & Ivy, S. (2014). Communication Development of Children with Visual
Impairment and Deafblindness: A Synthesis of Intervention Research. In D.D. Hatton
(Eds.) Special Issue: “Current Issues in the Education of Students with    Visual
Impairments”, International Review of Research in Developmental Disabilities.

Rowland, C. & Parker, A.T. (2016). Communication Intervention for Children who are
Deafblind.  In R. A. Sevick & M. Romski, (Eds.), Examining the Science and Practice
of  Communication Interventions for Individuals with Severe Disabilities. Baltimore,
MD:Brookes Publishing Co.

Sigafoos, J., Didden, R., Schlosser, R., Green, V. A., O’Reilly, M. F., & Lancioni, G. E.
(2008). A review of intervention studies on teaching AAC to individuals who are deaf
and blind. Journal of developmental and Physical Disabilities, 20(1), 71-99.

Practice-based References
Axelrod, C., Teacher Trainer, T. S. B. V. I., & Outreach, T. D. (2004). Supporting high
quality interactions with students who are deafblind. Part one: A summary of current
research. see/Hear, 11-16.

Miles, B. (1999). Remarkable conversations: A guide to developing meaningful
communication with children and young adults who are deafblind. eBookIt. com.

Van den Tillaart, B., Triulzi, L., Hertzog, T., Montgomery, C., Daley C. (2014,
September, rev.). Emergent communication. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness,
Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR:
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National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon
University.

Van den Tillaart, B., Triulzi, L., Hertzog, T., Montgomery, C., Daley, C. (2014,
September, rev.). Understanding communication principles. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules.
Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at
Western Oregon University.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

KDB.5.K2
Understand the importance of applying the principles of systematic
instruction.

Research-based References
Ivy, S. E., Hatton, D. D., & Wehby, J. H. (2018). Using graduated guidance to teach
spoon use to  children with severe multiple disabilities including visual impairment.
Research and Practice for Persons with Severe Disabilities, 43, 252-268.

Literature/Theory-based References
Bruce, S., Ferrell, K., & Luckner, J. L. (2016). Guidelines for the Administration of
Educational Programs for Students Who Are Deaf/Hard of Hearing, Visually Impaired,
or Deafblind. Journal of the American Academy of Special Education Professionals,
47, 59.

Bruce, S. M., Nelson, C., Perez, A., Stutzman, B., & Barnhill, B. A. (2016). The state
of research on communication and literacy in deafblindness. American Annals of the
Deaf, 161(4), 424-443.

Hartmann, E., & Weismer, P. (2016). Technology implementation and curriculum
engagement for children and youth who are deafblind. American annals of the deaf,
161(4), 462-473.

Luckner, J. L., Bruce, S. M., & Ferrell, K. A. (2016). A summary of the communication
and literacy evidence-based practices for students who are deaf or hard of hearing,
visually impaired, and deafblind. Communication Disorders Quarterly, 37(4), 225-241.

MacFarland, S. Z. (2000). Beyond Calendar Boxes: The Importance of Systematic
Instruction of the van Dijk Approach for Learners Who are Deaf-Blind. Perspectives
on Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 9(4), 4-7.

Parker, A. T. (2009). Orientation and mobility with persons who are deaf-blind: An
initial examination of single-subject design research. Journal of Visual Impairment &
Blindness, 103(6), 372-377.
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Smith, K. A., Shepley, S. B., Alexander, J. L., & Ayres, K. M. (2015). The independent
use of self-instructions for the acquisition of untrained multi-step tasks for individuals
with an intellectual disability: A review of the literature. Research in Developmental
Disabilities, 40, 19-30.

Westling, D. L., Fox, L., & Carter, E. W. (2015). Teaching students with severe
disabilities. Boston: Pearson. See Chapter 7: Teaching students to acquire new skills
(pp. 124-155) and Chapter 17: Teaching academic skills (pp. 368-400).

Practice-based References
Blaha, R., Borg, J., Clyne, M., Hartman, V., Martin, B. (2015, September). Calendars.
In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind
Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness,
The Research Institute at Western Oregon University.

Clyne, M., Parker, A., Blaha, R., Borg, J., Hartman, V., Martin, B. (2015, September).
Routines for assessment and learning. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open
Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR:
National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon
University.

Kennedy, B., Miranda, L., Lester, J., Foster, D., McGowan, P., Cote, M., Sanders, D.
(2014, September, rev.). Progressing from non-symbolic to symbolic communication
and complex language. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open
Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon University.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.5.K3
Understand the purpose and benefit of small group instruction to meet the
learning needs of each student who is deafblind.

Research-based References
Ferrell, K. A., Bruce, S., & Luckner, J. L. (2014). Evidence-based practices for
students with sensory impairments. (Document No. IC-4). University of Florida,
Collaboration for Effective Educator, Development, Accountability and Reform Center
(CEEDAR Center). http://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/tools/innovation-configurations/.

Literature/Theory-based References
Bruce, S., Ferrell, K., & Luckner, J. L. (2016). Guidelines for the Administration of
Educational Programs for Students Who Are Deaf/Hard of Hearing, Visually Impaired,
or Deafblind. Journal of the American Academy of Special Education Professionals,
47, 59.
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Bryant, D. P., Bryant, B. R., & Smith, D. D. (2019). Teaching students with special
needs in inclusive classrooms. Sage Publications.

Downing, J., & Eichinger, J. (2011). Instructional strategies for learners with dual
sensory impairments in integrated settings. Research & Practice for Persons with
Severe Disabilities, 36, 3-4, 150-157.

Hanning-Zwanenburg, A. H., Rødbroe, I. B., Nafstad, A. V., & Souriau, J. (2015).
Narrative-based Conversations with Children who are Congenitally Deaf-Blind.
Journal of Deafblind Studies on Communication, 1(1).

Parker, A. T., McGinnity, B. L., & Bruce, S. M. (2012). Educational programming for
students who are deafblind: A position paper of the Division on Visual Impairments,
Council for Exceptional Children. Approved by membership, posted at www.cec.org.

Practice-based References
Argyropoulos, V., & Gentle, F. (2019). Formal and non-formal education for individuals
with vision impairment or multiple disabilities and vision impairment. The Routledge
Handbook of Visual Impairment: Social and Cultural Research.

Arndt, K. (2011). College students who are deaf-blind. National Consortium on
Deaf-Blindness, 7, 1.

Rowland, C., & Schweigert, P. (2005). Learning to Learn: a Systematic
Child-Centered Model Skill Development in Young Children Who are Deafblind.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.5.S1
Directly teach concepts that are typically learned incidentally.

Research-based References
McKenzie, A. R. (2009). Emergent literacy supports for students who are deaf-blind or
have visual and multiple impairments: A multiple-case study. Journal of Visual
Impairment & Blindness, 103(5), 291-302.

Literature/Theory-based References
Bruce, S., Ferrell, K., & Luckner, J. L. (2016). Guidelines for the Administration of
Educational Programs for Students Who Are Deaf/Hard of Hearing, Visually Impaired,
or Deafblind. Journal of the American Academy of Special Education Professionals,
47, 59.

Bruce, S. M., Luckner, J. L., & Ferrell, K. A. (2018). Assessment of students with
sensory disabilities: evidence-based practices. Assessment for Effective Intervention,
43(2), 79-89.
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Parker, A. T. (2009). Orientation and mobility with persons who are deaf-blind: An
initial examination of single-subject design research. Journal of Visual Impairment &
Blindness, 103(6), 372-377.

Silberman, R., Bruce, S., & Nelson, C. (2004). Children with sensory impairments. In
F. Orelove, D. Sobsey, & R. Silberman (Eds.), Educating children with multiple
disabilities: A collaborative approach. Fourth Edition (pp. 425-528). Baltimore:
Brookes. See section on Students with deafblindness (pp. 495-516).

Zatta, M., & McGinnity, B. (2016). An overview of transition planning for students who
are deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf, 161, 474-485.

Practice-based References
Blaha, R., Borg, J., Clyne, M., Hartman, V., Martin, B. (2015, September). Calendars.
In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind
Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness,
The Research Institute at Western Oregon University.

Clyne, M., Parker, A., Blaha, R., Borg, J., Hartman, V., Martin, B. (2015, September).
Routines for assessment and learning. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open
Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR:
National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon
University.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.5.S2
Provide consistent within and between activity routines to support students
to anticipate, communicate, and feel secure.

Research-based References
Brady, N. C., & Bashinski, S. M. (2008). Increasing communication in children with
concurrent vision and hearing loss. Research & Practice for Persons with Severe
Disabilities, 33, 1-2, 59-70.

Bruce, S. M., Bashinski, S. M., Covelli, A. J., Bernstein, V., Zatta, M. C., & Briggs, S.
(2018). Positive Behavior Supports for Individuals who Are Deafblind with Charge
Syndrome. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 112(5), 497–560.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0145482X1811200507

Lieberman, L. J., & Mac Vicar, J. M. (2003). Play and recreational habits of youths
who are deaf-blind. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 97(12), 755-768.

Literature/Theory-based References
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Aitken, S., Buultjens, M., Clark, E., & Eyre, J. T. (2000). Teaching children who are
deafblind: Contact communication and learning. London: David Fulton Publishers.

Bruce, S. M., Luckner, J. L., & Ferrell, K. A. (2018). Assessment of students with
sensory disabilities: evidence-based practices. Assessment for Effective Intervention,
43(2), 79-89.

Hartmann, E. S. (2012). A socio-cognitive approach to how children with
deafblindness understand symbols. International Journal of Disability, Development
and Education, 59(2), 131-144.

Parker, A. T., & Ivy, S. E. (2014). Communication development of children with visual
impairment and deafblindness: A synthesis of intervention research. In International
Review of Research in Developmental Disabilities (Vol. 46, pp. 101-143). Academic
Press.

Parker, A. T. (2009). Orientation and mobility with persons who are deaf-blind: An
initial examination of single-subject design research. Journal of Visual Impairment &
Blindness, 103(6), 372-377.

Pretti-Frontczak, K. L., Barr, D. M., Macy, M., & Carter, A. (2003). Research and
resources related to activity-based intervention, embedded learning opportunities,
and routines-based instruction: An annotated bibliography. Topics in Early Childhood
Special Education, 23(1), 29-39.

Rowland, C., & Schweigert, P. (2005). Learning to Learn: a Systematic
Child-Centered Model Skill Development in Young Children Who are Deafblind.

Practice-based References
Blaha, R., Borg, J., Clyne, M., Hartman, V., Martin, B. (2015, September). Calendars.
In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind
Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness,
The Research Institute at Western Oregon University.

Clyne, M., Parker, A., Blaha, R., Borg, J., Hartman, V., Martin, B. (2015, September).
Routines for assessment and learning. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open
Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR:
National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon
University.

Crook, C., Miles, B., & Riggio, M. (1998). Developing Early communication and
Language. In B. Miles & M. Riggio (Eds.). Remarkable conversations: A guide to
developing meaningful communication with children and young adults who are
deafblind (pp. 146-178). Need date….my e copy says printing 2018
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Hagood, L., & Moss, K. What is conversation for the child with limited language skills?
Retrived June 5, 2020 from
https://www.tsbvi.edu/203-resources/1316-conversations-without-language-building-q
uality-interactions-with-children-who-are-deaf-blind

Rodriguez-Gil, G. (2009). Fundamental classroom conditions to enhance learning
experiences for students who are deaf-blind. reSources, 14(2), 1-6. California
Deaf-Blind Services.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.5.S3
Utilize positioning, environmental modifications, and assistive technologies
to increase active student engagement, and opportunities to respond.

Research-based References
Parker, A. T., Swobodzinski, M., Brown-Ogilvie, T., & Beresheim-Kools, J. (2020,
October). The Use of Wayfinding Apps by Deafblind Travelers in an Urban
Environment: Insights From Focus Groups. In Frontiers in Education (Vol. 5, p. 201).
Frontiers.

Szabo, J., & Panikkar, R. K. (2017). Bridging the Gap between Physical Therapy and
Orientation and Mobility in Schools: Using a Collaborative Team Approach for
Students with Visual Impairments. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 111(6),
495–510. https://doi.org/10.1177/0145482X1711100602

Literature/Theory-based References
Bruce, S. M., Luckner, J. L., & Ferrell, K. A. (2018). Assessment of students with
sensory disabilities: evidence-based practices. Assessment for Effective Intervention,
43(2), 79-89.

Hartmann, E., & Weismer, P. (2016). Technology implementation and curriculum
engagement for children and youth who are deafblind. American annals of the deaf,
161(4), 462-473.

Parker, A. T. (2009). Orientation and mobility with persons who are deaf-blind: An
initial examination of single-subject design research. Journal of Visual Impairment &
Blindness, 103(6), 372-377.

Rowland, C., & Schweigert, P. (2001). Assessment and instruction of hands-on
problem-solving and object interaction skills in children who are deafblind. British
Journal of Visual Impairment, 19(2), 57-68.

Rowland, C., & Schweigert, P. (2005). Learning to Learn: a Systematic
Child-Centered Model Skill Development in Young Children Who are Deafblind.
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Practice-based References
Clyne, M., Wolfe, J., Blaha, R., Hertzog, T. (2015, September). Maximizing vision and
hearing. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access:
Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon University.

Clyne, M., Hegg, L., Kitterman, T., McGowan, H., Shin, S. (2016, September).
Accessing the Curriculum and the Environment. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules.
Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at
Western Oregon University.

Parker, A. T., Swobodzinski, M., Brown-Ogilvie, T., & Beresheim-Kools, J. (2020,
October). The Use of Wayfinding Apps by Deafblind Travelers in an Urban
Environment: Insights From Focus Groups. In Frontiers in Education (Vol. 5, p. 201).
Frontiers.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.5.S4
Teach students individually appropriate self-regulation techniques and
skills.

Research-based References
Bruce, S. M., Zatta, M. C., Gavin, M., & Stelzer, S. (2016). Socialization and
self-determination in different-age dyads of students who are deafblind. Journal of
Visual Impairment & Blindness, 110(3), 149-161.

Janssen, M. J., Riksen-Walraven, J. M., & van Dijk, J. P. (2002). Enhancing the
quality of interaction between deafblind children and their educators. Journal of
developmental and Physical Disabilities, 14(1), 87-109.

Nelson, C., Hyte, H. A., & Greenfield, R. (2016). Increasing self-regulation and
classroom participation of a child who is deafblind. American annals of the deaf,
160(5), 496-509.

Nelson, C., Greenfield, R. G., Hyte, H. A., & Shaffer, J. P. (2013). Stress, behavior,
and children and youth who are deafblind. Research and Practice for Persons With
Severe Disabilities, 38(3), 139-156.

Literature/Theory-based References
Hanreddy, A. (2015). The relationship between communication and challenging
behavior. In . E. Downing, A. Hanreddy, & K. D. Peckham-Hardin (Eds.). Teaching
communication skills to students with severe disabilities, pp. 213-232. Baltimore: Paul
H. Brookes Publishing Co.
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Hartshorne, T. S., Nicholas, J., Grialou, T. L., & Russ, J. M. (2007). Executive function
in CHARGE syndrome. Child Neuropsychology, 13(4), 333-344.

Hartshorne, T. S., Hefner, M. A., & Davenport, S. L. (2005). Behavior in CHARGE
syndrome: introduction to the special topic. American Journal of Medical Genetics
Part A, 133(3), 228-231.

Hartshorne, T. S., Stratton, K. K., Brown, D., Madhavan-Brown, S., & Schmittel, M. C.
(2017). Behavior in CHARGE syndrome. American Journal of Medical Genetics, Part
C: Seminars in Medical Genetics, 175C: 431-438

Hartshorne, T. S., & Schnittel, M. C. (2016). Social-emotional development in children
and youth who are deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf, 161, 444-453.

Lembcke, H., Larsen, F. A., & Janssen, M. (2016). The Influence of Causal
Attributions on Emotional and Behavioral Reactions of Care Workers towards
Challenging Behavior among Persons with Deafblindness. Journal of Deafblind
Studies on Communication, 2(1).

Practice-based References
Hartshorne, T., Brown, D., Antaya, C., Schmittel, M. (2016, September). Behavior and
Environmental Supports. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open
Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon University.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.5.S5
Integrate communication in all contexts and activities to support active
student engagement.

Research-based References
Arndt, K., Lieberman, L. J., & Pucci, G. (2004). Communication during Physical
Activity for Youth Who Are Deafblind: Research to Practice. Teaching Exceptional
Children Plus, 1(2), n2.

Literature/Theory-based References
Bruce, S., Nelson, C., Parker, A.T., Sanders, D., Graves, A., Rimka, C.
(2020). Conceptual paper for re-validating the teacher of deafblind and intervener
competencies. Visual Impairment and Deafblind Education Quarterly, 65(1), 65-74

Downing, J. E., & Chen, D. (2015). Beginning steps in communication intervention. In
J. E. Downing, A. Hanreddy, & K. D. Peckham-Hardin (Eds.). Teaching
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communication skills to students with severe disabilities, pp. 107-136. Baltimore: Paul
H. Brookes Publishing Co.

Hartmann, E. S. (2012). A socio-cognitive approach to how children with
deafblindness understand symbols. International Journal of Disability, Development
and Education, 59(2), 131-144.

Parker, A. T. (2009). Orientation and mobility with persons who are deaf-blind: An
initial examination of single-subject design research. Journal of Visual Impairment &
Blindness, 103(6), 372-377.

Sigafoos, J., Didden, R., Schlosser, R., Green, V. A., O’Reilly, M. F., & Lancioni, G. E.
(2008). A review of intervention studies on teaching AAC to individuals who are deaf
and blind. Journal of Developmental and Physical Disabilities, 20(1), 71-99.

Rowland, C., & Schweigert, P. (2005). Learning to Learn: a Systematic
Child-Centered Model Skill Development in Young Children Who are Deafblind.

Practice-based References
Van den Tillaart, B., Triulzi, L., Hertzog, T., Montgomery, C., Daley, C. (2014,
September, rev.). Understanding communication principles. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules.
Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at
Western Oregon University.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.5.S6
Make the purpose of the lesson clear to the learner.

Research-based References
Hanning-Zwanenburg, A. H., Rødbroe, I. B., Nafstad, A. V., & Souriau, J. (2015).
Narrative-based Conversations with Children who are Congenitally Deaf-Blind.
Journal of Deafblind Studies on Communication, 1(1).

Literature/Theory-based References
Hanreddy, A. (2015). The relationship between communication and challenging
behavior. In . E. Downing, A. Hanreddy, & K. D. Peckham-Hardin (Eds.). Teaching
communication skills to students with severe disabilities, pp. 213-232. Baltimore: Paul
H. Brookes Publishing Co.

Hartmann, E. S. (2012). A socio-cognitive approach to how children with
deafblindness understand symbols. International Journal of Disability, Development
and Education, 59(2), 131-144.
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Hartshorne, T. S., & Schmittel, M. C. (2016). Social-emotional development in
children and youth who are deafblind. American annals of the deaf, 161(4), 444-453.

Parker, A. T. (2009). Orientation and mobility with persons who are deaf-blind: An
initial examination of single-subject design research. Journal of Visual Impairment &
Blindness, 103(6), 372-377.

Pease, L., Aitken, S., Buultjens, M., Clark, C., Eyre, J. T., & Pease, L. (2002).
Creating a communicating environment. Teaching children who are deafblind: Contact
communication and learning, 350-382.

Rowland, C., & Schweigert, P. (2005). Learning to Learn: a Systematic
Child-Centered Model Skill Development in Young Children Who are Deafblind.

Rowland, C., & Schweigert, P. (2001). Assessment and instruction of hands-on
problem-solving and object interaction skills in children who are deafblind. British
Journal of Visual Impairment, 19(2), 57-68.

Practice-based References
Miles, B. (1999). Remarkable conversations: A guide to developing meaningful
communication with children and young adults who are deafblind. eBookIt. Com.

Rodriguez-Gil, G., & Brown, D. A self-evaluation guide for assessing the quality of
your interactions with a student who is deaf-blind. Fact Sheet. San Francisco:
California Deaf-Blind Services

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.5.S7
Apply appropriate prompting system, reinforcement, and other behavioral
principles suitable to each individual and each lesson.

Research-based References
Bracken, M., & Rohrer, N. (2014). Using an adapted form of the Picture Exchange
Communication System to increase independent requesting in deafblind adults with
learning disabilities. Research in developmental disabilities, 35(2), 269-277

Brock, M. E., Cannella-Malone, H. I., Seaman, R. L., Andzik, N. R., Schaefer, J. M.,
Page, E. J. & Dueker, S. A. (2017). Findings across practitioner training studies in
special education: A comprehensive review and meta-analysis. Exceptional Children,
84(1), 7-26.

Browder, D. M., Wood, L., Thompson, J., & Ribuffo, C. (2014). Evidence-based
practices for students with severe disabilities (Document No. IC-3). Retrieved from
University of Florida, Collaboration for Effective Educator, Development,
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Accountability, and Reform Center website:
http://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/tools/innovation-configurations/

Grattan, J. (2020). Using the System of Least Prompts to Teach Self-Help Skills to
Students Who Are Deafblind (Doctoral dissertation).

Ivy, S. E., Hatton, D. D., & Wehby, J. H. (2018). Using graduated guidance to teach
spoon use to  children with severe multiple disabilities including visual impairment.
Research and Practice for Persons with Severe Disabilities, 43, 252-268.

Literature/Theory-based References
Bruce, S. M., Borders, . (2015). Communication and language in learners who are
deaf and hard of hearing with disabilities: Theories, research, and practice. American
Annals of the Deaf, American Annals of the Deaf, 160, 368-384.

Deuce, G. (2017). The education of learners with CHARGE syndrome. British Journal
of Special Education, 44(4), 376-393.
.
Parker, A. T. (2009). Orientation and mobility with persons who are deaf-blind: An
initial examination of single-subject design research. Journal of Visual Impairment &
Blindness, 103(6), 372-377.

Rowland, C., & Schweigert, P. (2005). Learning to Learn: a Systematic
Child-Centered Model Skill Development in Young Children Who are Deafblind

Practice-based References
Hartshorne, T., Brown, D., Antaya, C., Schmittel, M. (2016, September). Behavior and
Environmental Supports. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open
Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon University.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.5.S8
Use scaffolds, modeling, guided practice, and feedback to guide the
learner to support mastery of specific learning outcomes.

Research-based References
Arndt, K., Lieberman, L. J., & Pucci, G. (2004). Communication during Physical
Activity for Youth Who Are Deafblind: Research to Practice. Teaching Exceptional
Children Plus, 1(2), n2.

Narayan, J., Bruce, S. M., Kolli, P., & Bhandari, R. (2010). Cognitive functioning of
children with severe intellectual disabilities and children with deafblindness: A study of
the perceptions of teachers and parents in the U.S. and India. Journal of Applied
Research in Intellectual Disabilities, 23, 262-278.
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Literature/Theory-based References
Aitken, S. (2013). Deafblindness and society. Teaching Children Who are Deafblind:
Contact Communication and Learning, 200.

Deuce, G. (2017). The education of learners with CHARGE syndrome. British Journal
of Special Education, 44(4), 376-393.

Rowland, C., & Schweigert, P. (2005). Learning to Learn: a Systematic
Child-Centered Model Skill Development in Young Children Who are Deafblind.

Rowland, C., & Schweigert, P. (2001). Assessment and instruction of hands-on
problem-solving and object interaction skills in children who are deafblind. British
Journal of Visual Impairment, 19(2), 57-68.

Practice-based References
Clyne, M., Parker, A., Blaha, R., Borg, J., Hartman, V., Martin, B. (2015, September).
Routines for assessment and learning. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open
Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR:
National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon
University.

Crook, C., Miles, B., & Riggio, M. (1999). Developing Early communication and
Language. In B. Miles & M. Riggio (Eds.). Remarkable conversations: A guide to
developing meaningful communication with children and young adults who are
deafblind (pp. 145-178). Watertown, MA: Perkins School for the Blind.

Olson, K., Miles, B., & Riggio, M. (1999). Environments that encourage
communication.  In B. Miles & M. Riggio (Eds.). Remarkable conversations: A guide
to developing meaningful communication with children and young adults who are
deafblind (pp. 76-93). Watertown, MA: Perkins School for the Blind.

Rodriguez-Gil, G., & Brown, D. (2010). Fact Sheet. A self-evaluation guide for
assessing the quality of your interactions with a student who is deaf-blind. San
Francisco. California Deaf-blind Services.

Scoggin, K., Authenment, G., Mogan, M., Medina, M., Miles, B., Russell, C. (2016,
September). Touch for Connecting and Learning. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules.
Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at
Western Oregon University.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item
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DB.5.S9
Provide order and organization to learning environments to maximize
participation and communication.

Research-based References
Ehn, M., Anderzén-Carlsson, A., Möller, C., & Wahlqvist, M. (2019). Life strategies of
people with deafblindness due to Usher syndrome type 2a-a qualitative study.
International journal of qualitative studies on health and well-being, 14(1), 1656790.

Wolsey, J. L. A. (2017). Perspectives and Experiences of DeafBlind College Students.
Qualitative Report, 22(8).

Literature/Theory-based References
Aitken, S. (2013). Deafblindness and society. Teaching Children Who are Deafblind:
Contact Communication and Learning, 200.

Browder, D. M., Wood, L., Thompson, J., & Ribuffo, C. (2014). Evidence-based
practices for students with severe disabilities. CEEDAR Document NO. IC-3.
CEEDAR Center.

Hartshorne, T. S., & Schnittel, M. C. (2016). Social-emotional development in children
and youth who are deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf, 161, 444-453.

Pease, L., Aitken, S., Buultjens, M., Clark, C., Eyre, J. T., & Pease, L. (2002).
Creating a communicating environment. Teaching children who are deafblind: Contact
communication and learning, 350-382.

Rowland, C., & Schweigert, P. (2005). Learning to Learn: a Systematic
Child-Centered Model Skill Development in Young Children Who are Deafblind.

Rowland, C., & Schweigert, P. (2001). Assessment and instruction of hands-on
problem-solving and object interaction skills in children who are deafblind. British
Journal of Visual Impairment, 19(2), 57-68.

Sigafoos, J., Didden, R., Schlosser, R., Green, V. A., O’Reilly, M. F., & Lancioni, G. E.
(2008). A review of intervention studies on teaching AAC to individuals who are deaf
and blind. Journal of developmental and Physical Disabilities, 20(1), 71-99.

Practice-based References
Bruce, S., Fasy, C., Gulick, J., Jones, J., & Pike, E. (2006). Making Morning Circle
Meaningful. TEACHING Exceptional Children Plus, 2(4), n4.

Olson, K., Miles, B., & Riggio, M. (1999). Environments that encourage
communication.  In B. Miles & M. Riggio (Eds.). Remarkable conversations: A guide
to developing meaningful communication with children and young adults who are
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deafblind (pp. 76-92). Watertown, MA: Perkins School for the Blind. Watertown, MA:
Perkins School for the Blind.

Rodriguez-Gil, G. (2009). Fundamental classroom conditions to enhance learning
experiences for students who are deaf-blind. reSources, 14(2), 1-6. California
Deaf-Blind Services.

Scoggin, K., Christianson, K., Cooper, H., Lauger, K., Knapp, M., Peterson, D.,
Mogan, M. (2014, September, rev.). Availability for learning. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules.
Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at
Western Oregon University.

Stylidi, M., Tavoulari, A., Zeza, M., Katsoulis, P., & Pasparaki, V. (2015). A School
Evacuation Plan after Earthquake for Blind, MDVI and Deaf-Blind Students-Universal
Design of Wayfinding and Cognitive Maps Using Multi-Sensory Signs. system, 1(3), 4.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.5.S10
Adjust instruction based on learner’s response.

Research-based References
Janssen, M. J., Riksen-Walraven, J. M., & van Dijk, J. P. (2006). Applying the
diagnostic intervention model for fostering harmonious interactions between
deaf-blind children and their educators: A case study. Journal of Visual Impairment &
Blindness, 100(2), 91-105.

Janssen, M. J., Riksen-Walraven, J. M., Van Dijk, J. P., Ruijssenaars, W. A., &
Vlaskamp, C. (2007). Team interaction coaching with educators of adolescents who
are deaf-blind: Applying the Diagnostic Intervention Model. Journal of Visual
Impairment & Blindness, 101(11), 677-689.

Literature/Theory-based References
Bruce, S. M., & Bashinski, S. M. (2017). Promoting communication development in
learners with severe disabilities: Evidence for the tri-focus framework strategies.
American Journal of Speech-Language Pathology, 26, 162-180.

Bruce, S., Sacks, S., & Brum, C.  (2016). Assessment of students who
have visual impairments and additional disabilities. In S. Sacks and M. Zatta (Eds.),
Keys to educational success: Teaching students with visual impairments and multiple
disabilities. New York: AFB Press.

Hartshorne, T. S., & Schmittel, M. C. (2016). Social-emotional development in
children and youth who are deafblind. American annals of the deaf, 161(4), 444-453.
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Ivy, S. E., Hatton, D. D., & Wehby, J. H. (2018). Using graduated guidance to teach
spoon use to  children with severe multiple disabilities including visual impairment.
Research and Practice for Persons with Severe Disabilities, 43, 252-268.

Practice-based References
Bruce, S., Fasy, C., Gulick, J., Jones, J., & Pike, E. (2006). Making Morning Circle
Meaningful. TEACHING Exceptional Children Plus, 2(4), n4.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.5.S11
Teach for generalization across materials, people, and environments.

Research-based References
Browder, D. M., Wood, L., Thompson, J., & Ribuffo, C. (2014). Evidence-based
practices for students with severe disabilities. CEEDAR Document NO. IC-3.
CEEDAR Center.

Literature/Theory-based References
Deuce, G. (2017). The education of learners with CHARGE syndrome. British Journal
of Special Education, 44(4), 376-393.

Grisham-Brown, J., Schuster, J. W., Hemmeter, M. L., & Collins, B. C. (2000). Using
an embedding strategy to teach preschoolers with significant disabilities. Journal of
behavioral education, 10(2), 139-162.

Rowland, C., & Schweigert, P. (2005). Learning to Learn: a Systematic
Child-Centered Model Skill Development in Young Children Who are Deafblind.

Westling, D. L., Fox, L., & Carter, E. W. (2015). Teaching students with severe
disabilities.Boston: Pearson. See Chapter 8: Teaching skills for generalization and
maintenance, pp. 156-175.

Practice-based References
Olson, K., Miles, B., & Riggio, M. (1999). Environments that encourage
communication.  In B. Miles & M. Riggio (Eds.). Remarkable conversations: A guide
to developing meaningful communication with children and young adults who are
deafblind (pp. 76-93). Watertown, MA: Perkins School for the Blind.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.5.S12
Configure homogeneous and heterogeneous groups that provide
appropriate learning opportunities for learners who are deafblind.
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Research-based References
Ferrell, K. A., Bruce, S., & Luckner, J. L. (2014). Evidence-based
practices for students with sensory impairments. (Document No. IC-4).
University of Florida, Collaboration for Effective Educator, Development,
Accountability and Reform Center (CEEDAR Center).
http://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/tools/innovation-configurations/.

Literature/Theory-based References
Browder, D. M., Wood, L., Thompson, J., & Ribuffo, C. (2014). Evidence-based
practices for students with severe disabilities. CEEDAR Document NO. IC-3.
CEEDAR Center.

Downing, J., & Eichinger, J. (2011). Instructional strategies for learners with dual
sensory impairments in integrated settings. Research and Practice for Persons with
Severe Disabilities, 36(3-4), 150-157.

Lawrence-Brown, D. (2004). Differentiated instruction: Inclusive strategies for
standards-based learning that benefit the whole class. American secondary
education, 34-62.

Hartmann, E., & Weismer, P. (2016). Technology implementation and curriculum
engagement for children and youth who are deafblind. American annals of the deaf,
161(4), 462-473.

Practice-based References
Blaha, R., & Carlson, B. (2007). Assessment of Deafblind Access to Manual
Language Systems (ADAMLS). National Information Clearinghouse on Children Who
Are Deaf-Blind.

Bruce, S., Fasy, C., Gulick, J., Jones, J., & Pike, E. (2006). Making Morning Circle
Meaningful. TEACHING Exceptional Children Plus, 2(4), n4.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.5.S13
Differentiate instruction to meet the access and learning needs of each
student in the group.

Research-based References
Ernest, J. M., Heckaman, K. A., Thompson, S. E., Hull, K. M., & Carter, S. W. (2011).
Increasing the teaching efficacy of a beginning special education teacher using
differentiated instruction: A case study. International Journal of Special Education,
26(1), 191-201.
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Literature/Theory-based References
Bruce, S., Janssen, M., & Bashinski, S. (2016). Individualizing and personalizing
communication and literacy instruction for children who are deafblind. Journal of
Deafblind Studies on Communication, 2(1).

Browder, D. M., Wood, L., Thompson, J., & Ribuffo, C. (2014). Evidence-based
practices for students with severe disabilities. CEEDAR Document NO. IC-3.
CEEDAR Center.

Chen, D., & Dote-Kwan, J. (2020). Preschoolers With Visual Impairments and
Additional Disabilities: Using Universal Design for Learning and Differentiation. Young
Exceptional Children, 1096250620922205.

Gilson, C. B., Carter, E. W., & Biggs, E. E. (2017). Systematic review of instructional
methods to teach employment skills to secondary students with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. Research and Practice for Persons with Severe
Disabilities, 42(2), 89-107.

Hartmann, E., & Weismer, P. (2016). Technology implementation and curriculum
engagement for children and youth who are deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf,
161, 462-473.

Jackson, R. (2005). Curriculum access for students with low-incidence disabilities:
The promise of universal design for learning. Wakefield, MA: CAST.

Practice-based References
Blaha, R., & Carlson, B. (2007). Assessment of Deafblind Access to Manual
Language Systems (ADAMLS). National Information Clearinghouse on Children Who
Are Deaf-Blind.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.5.S14
Determine group sizes and composition that allow each student ample
opportunities to respond and for the instructor to provide feedback.

Research-based References
Arndt, K., Lieberman, L. J., & Pucci, G. (2004). Communication during Physical
Activity for Youth Who Are Deafblind: Research to Practice. Teaching Exceptional
Children Plus, 1(2), n2.

Ferrell, K. A., Bruce, S., & Luckner, J. L. (2014). Evidence-based
practices for students with sensory impairments. (Document No. IC-4).
University of Florida, Collaboration for Effective Educator, Development,
Accountability and Reform Center (CEEDAR Center).
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Literature/Theory-based References
Browder, D. M., Wood, L., Thompson, J., & Ribuffo, C. (2014). Evidence-based
practices for students with severe disabilities. CEEDAR Document NO. IC-3.
CEEDAR Center.

Rowland, C., & Schweigert, P. (2005). Learning to Learn: a Systematic
Child-Centered Model Skill Development in Young Children Who are Deafblind.

Practice-based References
Bruce, S., Fasy, C., Gulick, J., Jones, J., & Pike, E. (2006). Making Morning Circle
Meaningful. TEACHING Exceptional Children Plus, 2(4), n4.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.5.S15
Provide or support 1:1 instruction to introduce a new concept or provide
additional practice, further clarification, or a more enriching learning
opportunity.

Research-based References
Arndt, K., Lieberman, L. J., & Pucci, G. (2004). Communication during Physical
Activity for Youth Who Are Deafblind: Research to Practice. Teaching Exceptional
Children Plus, 1(2), n2.

Ferrell, K. A., Bruce, S., & Luckner, J. L. (2014). Evidence-based
practices for students with sensory impairments. (Document No. IC-4).
University of Florida, Collaboration for Effective Educator, Development,
Accountability and Reform Center (CEEDAR Center).
http://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/tools/innovation-configurations/.

Literature/Theory-based References
Browder, D. M., Wood, L., Thompson, J., & Ribuffo, C. (2014). Evidence-based
practices for students with severe disabilities. CEEDAR Document NO. IC-3.
CEEDAR Center.

Parker, A. T., McGinnity, B. L., & Bruce, S. M. (2012). Educational programming for
students who are deafblind: A position paper of the Division on Visual Impairments,
Council for Exceptional Children. Approved by membership, posted at www.cec.org.

Riggio, M. (2009). Deafblindness: Educational service guidelines. A product of our
strengthening field. Deaf-Blind Perspectives, 16(2), 1-3.

Riggio, M., & McLetchie, B. (Eds.). (2008). Deafblindness: Education service
guidelines. Watertown, MA: Perkins School for the Blind.
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Rowland, C., & Schweigert, P. (2005). Learning to Learn: a Systematic
Child-Centered Model Skill Development in Young Children Who are Deafblind.

Rowland, C., & Schweigert, P. (2001). Assessment and instruction of hands-on
problem-solving and object interaction skills in children who are deafblind. British
Journal of Visual Impairment, 19(2), 57-68.

Practice-based References
Blaha, R., & Carlson, B. (2007). Assessment of Deafblind Access to Manual
Language Systems (ADAMLS). National Information Clearinghouse on Children Who
Are Deaf-Blind.

Miles, B. (1999). Remarkable conversations: A guide to developing meaningful
communication with children and young adults who are deafblind. eBookIt. com.

Strand 6: Supporting Social, Emotional, and Behavioral Growth

Strand Leader: Sarah Ivy
Team: Cathy Nelson, Chris Brum, Megan Schmittel

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.6.K1
Impact of deafblindness on interaction, motivation, and engagement with
the physical, learning, play, and social environment at home and school.

Research-based References
Arndt, K., & Parker, A. (2016). Perceptions of social networks by adults who are
deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf, 161, 369-383.

Kamenopoulou, L. (2012). A study on the inclusion of deafblind young people in
mainstream schools: Key findings and implications for research and practice. British
Journal of Special Education, 39(3), 137-145.

Nelson, C., Greenfield, R., Hyte, H., & Shaffer, J. (2013) Stress, Behavior, and
Children and Youth who are Deafblind. Research and Practice for Persons with
Severe Disabilities 38(3), 139-156.

Nelson, C., Hyte, H. A., & Greenfield, R. (2016). Increasing self-regulation and
classroom participation of a child who is deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf,
160(5), 496-509.
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Literature/Theory-based References
Anthony, T. L. (2016). Early Identification of infants and toddlers with deafblindness.
American Annals of the Deaf, 161(4), 412-423.

Haakma, I., Janssen, M., & Minnaert, A. (2017). A literature review on the
psychological needs of students with sensory loss. The Volta Review, 116 (1/2),
29-58.

McInnes, J. M., & Treffry, J. A. (1982). Deafblind infants and children: A
developmental guide. University of Toronto Press.

Simcock, P. (2017), One of society's most vulnerable groups? A systematically
conducted literature review exploring the vulnerability of deafblind people. Health Soc
Care Community, 25: 813-839. https://doi.org/10.1111/hsc.12317

Practice-based References
Aitken, S., Buultjens, M., Clark, C., Eyre, J. T., & Pease, L. (Eds.). (2000). Teaching
Children Who Are Deafblind: Contact, Communication, and Learning. London: David
Fulton Publishers.

Huebner, K., Prickett, J., Welch, T., & Joffee, E. (Eds.). (1995). Hand in hand:
Essentials of communication and orientation and mobility for your students who are
deaf- blind. AFB Press.

Zaorska, M., & Cwirynkalo, K. The role of play in the development stimulation of
deaf-blind children of kindergarten age. WYDAWNICTWO prowadzi sprzedaż
wysyłkową Wydawnictwo Adam Marszałek· 87-100 T oruń, ul. Przy Kaszowniku 37
tel.(O-56) 660 81 60, tel./fax (O-56) 62 322 38, e-mail: info@ marszalek. com. pl
Drukarnia nr 2.87-148 Łysomice, ul. Warszawska 52, tel.(O-56) 6599896, 181.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.6.K2
Understanding that people learn social and behavioral skills incidentally
through auditory or visual feedback.

Research-based References
Brady, L. E. (2019). Augmented Input and the Classroom Communication
Environment for Learners with Deafblindness (Doctoral dissertation, Columbia
University).

Probst, K. M. (2017). Measuring The Longitudinal Communication Growth Of
Learners Who Are Deafblind.
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Literature/Theory-based References

Chen, D., Alsop, L., & Minor, L. (2000). Lessons from Project PLAI in California and
Utah: Implications for early intervention services to infants who are deaf-blind and
their families. Deafblind perspectives, 7, 1-23.

Pogrund, R., & Fazzi, D. (2002). Early Focus. AFB Press.

Practice-based References
Alsop, L., Robinson, C., Goehl, K., Lace, J., Belote, M., & Rodriguez-Gil, G.
(2007). Interveners in the classroom: Guidelines for teams working with students
who are deafblind. Logan, UT: SKI-HI Institute. Retrieved from
http://intervener.org/resources/Comparison-of-Interveners-and-Paraprofessionals.
pdf

Blaha, R., & Carlson, B. (2007). Assessment of Deafblind Access to Manual
Language Systems (ADAMLS). National Information Clearinghouse on Children
Who Are Deaf-Blind.

Kennedy, B., Miranda, L., Lester, J., Foster, D., McGowan, P., Cote, M., & Sanders, D.
(2014, September, rev.). Progressing from non-symbolic to symbolic communication
and complex language. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open
Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon University.

Miles, B., & McLetchie, B. (2004). Developing Concepts With Children Who Are
Deaf-Blind. Monmouth, OR: DB-LINK: National Information Clearinghouse on
Children Who Are Deaf-Blind.

National Center on Deaf-Blindness (2019). Intervener Services and Interveners in
Educational Settings: Definition. Retrieved from
https://documents.nationaldb.org/NCDB_Intervener_Services_Definition_2019_a.p
df

Probst, K. M., & Morrow, S. (2019). Supporting individuals who are deafblind:
Interpreters, Interveners, and support service providers.  Retrieved from
https://rid.org/supporting-individuals-who-are-deafblind/

Smith, M. (2012). SAM: Symbols and meaning. Louisville, KY: American Printing
House for the Blind.

Trief, E. (2013). STACS: Standardized tactile augmentative communication symbols.
Louisville, KY: American Printing House for the Blind.

Van den Tillaart, B., Triulzi, L., Hertzog, T., Montgomery, C., & Daley, C. (2014,
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September, rev.). Understanding communication principles. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning
Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research
Institute at Western Oregon University.

Van den Tillaart, B., Triulzi, L., Hertzog, T., Montgomery, C., & Daley C. (2014,
September, rev.). Emergent communication. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness,
Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth,
OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western
Oregon University.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.6.K3
How families are impacted by having a child with deafblindness.

Research-based References
Gaspar, T., Rebelo, A., & Dijk, J. (2017). An interdisciplinary approach of deaf
blindness. Asian J. Multidiscip. Stud, 5(3), 108-114.

Literature/Theory-based References
Correa-Torres & Bowen (2016). Recognizing the needs of families and children and
youth who are deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf, 161(4), 454-461.

Hartshorne, T. S. (2011). Parenting. In T. S. Hartshorne, M. A. Hefner, S. L. H.
Davenport & J.W. Thelen (Eds.), CHARGE syndrome (pp. 339-352). Plural
Publishing.

Practice-based References
Davies, P., & Malloy, P. (Eds). (July, 2009). I wish I had...Wisdom from parents of
children who are deaf-blind. National Center on Deaf-Blindness.
Nationaldb.org/info-center/i-wish-i-had/

Kenley, J., & Medina, M. Fact Sheet: Brothers and Sisters; Strategies for supporting
siblings of children who are deafblind. Colorado Services to Children with
Deafblindness.Cde.state.co.us/cdesped/sd-db_factsheet_pdf_brotherssisters

Proposed
Code Proposed Item
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DB.6.K4
Understand the student’s family cultural/ethnic background from an asset
and strengths based perspective.

Research-based References
Alvarado, M., & Ricard, R. J. (2013). Developmental assets and ethnic identity as
predictors of thriving in Hispanic adolescents. Hispanic Journal of Behavioral
Sciences, 35(4), 510-523.

Miller, R. A. (2018). Toward intersectional identity perspectives on disability and
LGBTQ identities in higher education. Journal of College Student Development,
59(3), 327-346.

Literature/Theory-based References
Correa-Torres & Bowen (2016). Recognizing the needs of families and children and
youth who are deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf, 161(4), 454-461.

Practice-based References
Cultural Competence Resources.
Nationaldb.org/for-families/cultural-competence-resources/

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.6.K5
Impact of deafblindness on sensory integration, communication, emotional
regulation, arousal states, and attachment may manifest in challenging
behavior.

Research-based References
Bruce, S., Trief, E., & Cascella, P. (2011) Teachers' and speech-language pathologists'
perceptions about a tangible symbols intervention: efficacy, generalization, and
recommendations. Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 27, 172-182.

Janssen, M.J., Riksen-Walraven, J.M., & van Dijk, J.P.M. (2002). Enhancing the
quality of interaction between deafblind children and their educators. Journal of
Developmental and Physical Disabilities, 14(1), 87-109.

Nelson, C., Hyte, H. A., & Greenfield, R. (2016). Increasing self-regulation and
classroom participation of a child who is deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf,
160(5), 496-509.

Literature/Theory-based References
Bruce, S. M., Nelson, C., Perez, A., Stutzman, B., & Barnhill, B. A. (2016). The state
of research on communication and literacy in deafblindness. American Annals of the
Deaf, 161, 424–443.
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Janssen, M. J., Riksen-Walraven, J. M., & Van Dijk, J. P. M. (2003). Toward a
diagnostic intervention model for fostering harmonious interactions between
deaf-blind children and their educators. Journal of Visual Impairment and Blindness,
97(4), 197-214.

Nicholas, J. (2011). Experiencing pain. In T. S. Hartshorne, M. A. Hefner, S. L. H.
Davenport & J. W. Thelen (Eds.), CHARGE syndrome (pp. 339-352). Plural
Publishing.

Practice-based References
Aitken, S., Buultjens, M., Clark, C., Eyre, J. T., & Pease, L. (Eds.). (2000). Teaching
Children Who Are Deafblind: Contact, Communication, and Learning. London: David
Fulton Publishers.

Martens, M. A. W., Janssen, M. J., Wied, A. J. J. M. R., & Riksen-Walraven, J. (2014).
Introducing an intervention model for fostering affective involvement with persons who
are congenitally deafblind. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 108(1), 29-41.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.6.K6
Tendency of learners with deafblindness toward withdrawal, anxiety, and
engagement in restricted or repetitive behaviors, and/or behaviors that
indicate dysregulation.

Research-based References
Bloeming-Wolbrink, K. A., Janssen, M. J., de Weerth, C., Ruijssenaars, W. A. J. J. M.,
Sweep, F. C. G. J., Eijsbouts, A., &  Riksen-Walraven, J. M. A. (2012). Stress in adults
with congenital deafblindness and an intellectual disability: Information from their
cortisol curves. British Journal of Visual Impairment, 30, 149-159.

Nelson, C., Greenfield, R., Hyte, H., & Shaffer, J. (2013) Stress, Behavior, and
Children and Youth who are Deafblind. Research and Practice for Persons with
Severe Disabilities 38(3), 139-156.

Nelson, C., Hyte, H. A., & Greenfield, R. (2016). Increasing self-regulation and
classroom participation of a child who is deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf,
160(5), 496-509.

Literature/Theory-based References
Hartshorne, T. (2011). Understanding behavior in CHARGE syndrome. In U. Horsch
& A. Scheele (Eds.), Compendium on CHARGE syndrome (pp. 189-200). Heidelberg,
Germany: Median Vervlag von Killisch-Horn GmbH.
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Hartshorne, T. S., & Salem-Hartshorne, N. (2011). Social/emotional development in
CHARGE. In T. S. Hartshorne, M. A. Hefner, S. L. H. Davenport, & J. W. Thelin
(Eds.), CHARGE syndrome (pp. 205-212). San Diego, CA: Plural

Hartshorne, T. S., & Schmittel, M. C. (2016). Social-emotional development in
children and youth who are deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf, 161, 444-453.

Practice-based References
Scoggin, K., Christianson, K., Cooper, H., Lauger, K., Knapp, M., Peterson, D.,
Mogan, M. (2014, September, rev.). Availability for learning. In National Center
on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning
Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research
Institute at Western Oregon University

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.6.S1
Arrange the physical environment, activities, and routines to support
student anticipation and understanding.

Research-based References
Haakma, I, Janssen, M., & Minnaert, A. (2016). Understanding the relationship
between teacher behavior and motivation in students with acquired deafblindness.
American Annals of the Deaf, 161(3), 314-326.

Johnson, N., & Parker, A. T. (2013). Effects of wait time when communicating with
children who have sensory and additional disabilities. Journal of Visual Impairment &
Blindness (Online), 107(5), 363.

Nelson, C., Hyte, H. A., & Greenfield, R. (2016). Increasing self-regulation and
classroom participation of a child who is deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf,
160(5), 496-509.

Shahin, S., Reitzel, M., Di Rezze, B., Ahmed, S., & Anaby, D. (2020). Environmental
factors that impact the workplace participation of transition-aged young adults with
brain-based disabilities: a scoping review. International journal of environmental
research and public health, 17(7), 2378.

Literature/Theory-based References
Prickett, J. G., & Welch, T. F. (1995). Adapting environments to support the inclusion
of students who are deaf-blind. In N. G. Haring & L. T. Romer (Eds.), Welcoming
students who are deaf-blind into typical classrooms (pp. 171-193). Baltimore: Paul H.
Brookes Publishing Co.

van Dijk, R., Nelson, C., Postma, A.& van Dijk, J. (2010). Deaf children with severe
multiple disabilities: Etiologies, intervention, and assessment In M. Marschark & P.
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Spencer (Eds.), Oxford handbook of deaf studies, language and education (Vol. 2.
pp. 171-192). New York: Oxford University Press.

Practice-based References
Aitken, S., Buultjens, M., Clark, C., Eyre, J. T., & Pease, L. (Eds.). (2000). Teaching
Children Who Are Deafblind: Contact, Communication, and Learning. London: David
Fulton Publishers.

Hanning-Zwanenburg, A.H., Rodbroe, I.B., Nagstad, A.V., & Souriau, J. (2015).
Narrative-based conversations with children who are congenitally deafblind. Journal
of Deafblind Studies on Communication, 1(1), 40-53

Huebner, K., Prickett, J., Welch, T., & Joffee, E. (Eds.). (1995). Hand in hand:
Essentials of communication and orientation and mobility for your students who are
deaf- blind. AFB Press.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.6.S2
Utilize skillful touch, movement, and following the child’s lead to promote
trust and security in relationships.

Research-based References
Janssen, M.J., Riksen-Walraven, J.M., & van Dijk, J.P.M. (2006). Applying the
diagnostic intervention model for fostering harmonious interactions between
deaf-blind children and their educators: A case study. Journal of Visual Impairment &
Blindness, 100, 91-105.

Martens, M. A. W., Janssen, M., Ruijssenaars, W., Huisman, M., & Riksen-Walraven,
J. M. (2019). Fostering emotion expression and affective involvement with
communication partners in people with congenital deafblindness and intellectual
disabilities. Journal of Applied Research in Intellectual Disabilities, 30, 872 – 884.

Literature/Theory-based References
Martens, M., & Janssen, M. (2014). Developing evidence-based methods for
improving high quality interpersonal communication with people who are congenitally
deafblind. DbI Review, 53, July, 58-62.

McInnes, J. M., & Treffry, J. A. (1982). Deafblind infants and children: A
developmental guide. University of Toronto Press.

van den Tillaart, B. (2000). Encouraging reciprocity in interaction between deafblind
people and their partners. DbI Review, January-June 2000, 6-8.

Practice-based References
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Building Trusting Relationships: NCDB Practice Guide.
documents.nationaldb.org/Building_Trusted_Relationships_Practice_Guide_a_v2.pdf

Nelson, C., van Dijk, J., Oster, T., McDonnell, A. (2009). Child-guided strategies: The
van Dijk approach to assessment. Louisville, KY: American Printing House for
the Blind.

Scoggin, K., Authenmen, G., Medina, M., Mogan, M., Russell, C., Nuccio, J.,
Broadway, H. (2016, September). Touch for Connection and Communication. In
National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind
Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on
Deaf-Blindness,The Research Institute at Western Oregon University.

Trust and High-quality Interactions. National Center on Deaf-Blindness.
nationaldb.org/info-center/educational-practices/trust.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.6.S3
Recognize, interpret, and be responsive to a child’s behaviors indicating
emotional state and/or bids for communication to promote sustained,
reciprocal, and harmonious interactions.

Research-based References
Damen, S., Janssen, M. J., Ruijssenaars, W. A. J. J. M., & Schuengel, C. (2017).
Scaffolding the communication of people with congenital deafblindness: An analysis
of sequential interaction patterns. American Annals of the Deaf, 162(1), 24-33.

Janssen, M.J., Riksen-Walraven, J.M., & van Dijk, J.P.M. (2002). Enhancing the
quality of interaction between deafblind children and their educators. Journal of
Developmental and Physical Disabilities, 14(1), 87-109.

Janssen, M.J., Riksen-Walraven, J.M., & van Dijk, J.P.M. (2006). Applying the
diagnostic intervention model for fostering harmonious interactions between
deaf-blind children and their educators: A case study. Journal of Visual Impairment &
Blindness, 100, 91-105.

Literature/Theory-based References
Bruce, S. M., Nelson, C., Perez, A., Stutzman, B., & Barnhill, B. A. (2016). The state
of research on communication and literacy in deafblindness. American Annals of the
Deaf, 161, 424–443.

Hartshorne, T. & Nicholas, J. T. (2017). Self-regulation in individuals with CHARGE
syndrome. Ontario, CA: Dbi International. Retrieved from
https://www.cdbanational.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/DbI-Self-Regulation-in-Ind
ividuals-with-CHARGE-Syndrome.pdf
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Janssen, M. J., Riksen-Walraven, J. M., & Van Dijk, J. P. M. (2003). Toward a
diagnostic intervention model for fostering harmonious interactions between
deaf-blind children and their educators. Journal of Visual Impairment and Blindness,
97(4), 197-214.

McInnes, J. M., & Treffry, J. A. (1982). Deafblind infants and children: A
developmental guide. University of Toronto Press.

Practice-based References
Aitken, S., Buultjens, M., Clark, C., Eyre, J. T., & Pease, L. (Eds.). (2000). Teaching
Children Who Are Deafblind: Contact, Communication, and Learning. London: David
Fulton Publishers.

Hanning-Zwanenburg, A.H., Rodbroe, I.B., Nagstad, A.V., & Souriau, J. (2015).
Narrative-based conversations with children who are congenitally deafblind. Journal
of Deafblind Studies on Communication, 1(1), 40-53

Martens, M. A. W., Janssen, M. J., Wied, A. J. J. M. R., & Riksen-Walraven, J. (2014).
Introducing an intervention model for fostering affective involvement with persons who
are congenitally deafblind. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness (online), 108(1),
29.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.6.S4
Utilize strategies to promote motivation, engagement, and social
interaction within inclusive settings.

Research-based References
Nelson, C., Greenfield, R., Hyte, H., & Shaffer, J. (2013) Stress, Behavior, and
Children and Youth who are Deafblind. Research and Practice for Persons with
Severe Disabilities 38(3), 139-156.

Literature/Theory-based References
Haakma, I., Janssen, M., & Minnaert, A. (2017). A literature review on the
psychological needs of students with sensory loss. The Volta Review, 116 (1/2),
29-58.

Haring, T., Haring, N. G., Breen, C., Romer, L. T., & White, J. (1995). Social
relationships among students with deaf-blindness and their peers in inclusive settings.
Welcoming students who are deaf-blind into typical classrooms (pp. 231-248).
Baltimore: Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co.

Hartshorne, T. S., &Schmittel, M. (2016). Social-emotional development in children
and youth who are deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf, 161, 444-453.
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Practice-based References
Belote, M., Lill, S., Baker, J., Sanders, D., Scott, E. (2015, September). Social skills.
In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind
Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon University.

Colorado Services to Children with Deafblindness. (revised 2009). Fact Sheet:
Facilitating friendships and interactions.
http://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/cdesped/download/pdf/d
bfacfriendships.pdf

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.6.S5
Utilize strategies to support access to and inclusion in the social
environment including use of personal identifiers, and accessible
individualized communication systems.

Research-based References
Boas, D. C. V., Ferreira, L., De Moura, M. C., Maia, S. R., & Amaral, I. (2016).
Analysis of interaction and attention processes in a child with congenital
deafblindness. American Annals of the Deaf, 161(3), 327-341.

Literature/Theory-based References
Bruce, S. M., & Bashinski, S. M. (2017). The trifocus framework and interprofessional
collaborative practice in severe disabilities. American Journal of Speech - Language
Pathology, 26(2), 162-180. doi:http://dx.doi.org/10.1044/2016

Janssen, M. J., Riksen-Walraven, J. M., & Van Dijk, J. P. M. (2003). Toward a
diagnostic intervention model for fostering harmonious interactions between
deaf-blind children and their educators. Journal of Visual Impairment and Blindness,
97(4), 197-214.

Practice-based References
Aitken, S., Buultjens, M., Clark, C., Eyre, J. T., & Pease, L. (Eds.). (2000). Teaching
Children Who Are Deafblind: Contact, Communication, and Learning. London: David
Fulton Publishers.

Hanning-Zwanenburg, A.H., Rodbroe, I.B., Nagstad, A.V., & Souriau, J. (2015).
Narrative-based conversations with children who are congenitally deafblind. Journal
of Deafblind Studies on Communication, 1(1), 40-53.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item
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DB.6.S6
Demonstrate strategies to support families and other team members to
understand and develop students’ social, emotional, and behavioral needs.

Research-based References
Arndt, K., & Parker, A. (2016). Perceptions of social networks by adults who are
deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf, 161, 369-383.

Nelson, C., Hyte, H. A., & Greenfield, R. (2016). Increasing self-regulation and
classroom participation of a child who is deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf,
160(5), 496-509.

Wulffaert, J., Scholte, E. M., Dijkxhoorn, Y. M., Bergman, J. E. H., Conny M A van, R.,
& van Berckelaer-Onnes, I.  A. (2009). Parenting stress in CHARGE syndrome and
the relationship with child characteristics. Journal of Developmental and Physical
Disabilities, 21(4), 301-313. doi:http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10882-009-9143-y.

Literature/Theory-based References

Bruce, S. M., & Borders, C. (2015). Communication and language in learners who are
deaf and hard of hearing with disabilities: theories, research, and practice. American
Annals of the Deaf, 160, 368-384. http://dx.doi.org/10.1353/aad.2015.0035

Correa-Torres & Bowen (2016). Recognizing the needs of families and children and
youth who are deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf, 161(4), 454-461.

Hartshorne, T. S. (2011). Parenting. In T. S. Hartshorne, M. A. Hefner, S. L. H.
Davenport & J. W. Thelen (Eds.), CHARGE syndrome (pp. 339-352). Plural
Publishing.

McInnes, J. M., & Treffry, J. A. (1982). Deafblind infants and children: A
developmental guide. University of Toronto Press.

Practice-based References
Aitken, S., Buultjens, M., Clark, C., Eyre, J. T., & Pease, L. (Eds.). (2000). Teaching
Children Who Are Deafblind: Contact, Communication, and Learning. London: David
Fulton Publishers.

Huebner, K., Prickett, J., Welch, T., & Joffee, E. (Eds.). (1995). Hand in hand:
Essentials of communication and orientation and mobility for your students who are
deaf- blind. AFB Press.

Martens, M. A. W., Janssen, M. J., Wied, A. J. J. M. R., & Riksen-Walraven, J.
(2014). Introducing an intervention model for fostering affective involvement with
persons who are congenitally deafblind. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness,
108(1), 29-41.
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Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.6.S7
Provide explicit instruction to learners with deafblindness related to social
norms and how their behavior is perceived by others.

Research-based References
Bruce, S. M., Zatta, M., Gavin, M., & Stelzer, S. (2016). Socialization and
self-determination in different age dyads of students who are deafblind. Journal
of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 110, 149-161.

Bruce, S. M., Bashinski, S. M., Covelli, A., Bernstein, V., Zatta, M., & Briggs, S.
(2018). Positive behavior supports for individuals who are deafblind with
CHARGE syndrome. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 112, 497-508.

Literature/Theory-based References
Billingsley, F. F., Huven, R., & Romer, L. T. (1995). Behavioral support in inclusive
school settings. In N. G. Haring & L. T. Romer (Eds.). Welcoming students who are
deaf-blind into typical classrooms: Facilitating school participation, learning, and
friendships (pp.251-275). Baltimore: Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co.

McInnes, J. M., & Treffry, J. A. (1982). Deafblind infants and children: developmental
guide. University of Toronto Press.

Practice-based References
Bridgett, G. (1999). Social relationships and behavior. In J. M. McInnes (Ed.), A guide
to planning and support for individuals who are deafblind (pp. 175-199). Toronto:
University of Toronto Press.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.6.S8
Provide explicit instruction to teach play skills and cooperative interactions
with peers.

Research-based References
Lieberman, L. J., & MacVicar, J. M. (2003). Play and recreational habits of youths
who are deaf-blind. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 97, 755-767.

Pizzo, L. & Bruce, S. M. (2010). Language and play in students with multiple
disabilities and visual impairments or deaf-blindness. Journal of Visual Impairment &
Blindness, 104, 287-297.

Literature/Theory-based References
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Hartshorne, T. S., & Schmittel, M. C. (2016). Social-emotional development in
children and youth who are deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf, 161, 444-453.

Practice-based References
Belote, M., Lill, S., Baker, J., Sanders, D., Scott, E. (2015, September). Social skills.
In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind
Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness,
The Research Institute at Western Oregon University.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.6.S9
Use positive behavior supports that include functional communication
training, increasing access to the environment including communication
partners, functional skill development, and emotional regulation to mitigate
the impact of deafblindness on challenging behavior.

Research-based References
Bruce, S. M., Bashinski, S. M., Covelli, A., Bernstein, V., Zatta, M., & Briggs, S.
(2018). Positive behavior supports for individuals who are deafblind with
CHARGE syndrome. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 112, 497-508.

Bruce, S., Trief, E., & Cascella, P. (2011) Teachers' and speech-language pathologists'
perceptions about a tangible symbols intervention: efficacy, generalization, and
recommendations. Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 27, 172-182.

Janssen, M.J., Riksen-Walraven, J.M., & van Dijk, J.P.M. (2002). Enhancing the
quality of interaction between deafblind children and their educators. Journal of
Developmental and Physical Disabilities, 14(1), 87-109.

Nannemann, A. C., Bruce, S. M., & Covelli, A. (2017). Positive behavior supports for
a young adult with CHARGE syndrome. Journal of Visual Impairment &
Blindness, 111, 175-180.

Nelson, C., Hyte, H. A., & Greenfield, R. (2016). Increasing self-regulation and
classroom participation of a child who is deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf,
160(5), 496-509.

Literature/Theory-based References
Bruce, S. M., Nelson, C., Perez, A., Stutzman, B., & Barnhill, B. A. (2016). The state
of research on communication and literacy in deafblindness. American Annals of the
Deaf, 161, 424–443.

Janssen, M. J., Riksen-Walraven, J. M., & Van Dijk, J. P. M. (2003). Toward a
diagnostic intervention model for fostering harmonious interactions between deaf-blind
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children and their educators. Journal of Visual Impairment and Blindness, 97(4),
197-214.

Nicholas, J. (2011). Experiencing pain. In T. S. Hartshorne, M. A. Hefner, S. L. H.
Davenport & J. W. Thelen (Eds.), CHARGE syndrome (pp. 339-352). Plural
Publishing.

Practice-based References
Aitken, S., Buultjens, M., Clark, C., Eyre, J. T., & Pease, L. (Eds.). (2000). Teaching
Children Who Are Deafblind: Contact, Communication, and Learning. London: David
Fulton Publishers.

Martens, M. A. W., Janssen, M. J., Wied, A. J. J. M. R., & Riksen-Walraven, J. (2014).
Introducing an intervention model for fostering affective involvement with persons who
are congenitally deafblind. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 108, 29-41.

Strand 7: Collaborating with Team Members

Strand Leader: Hillary Keys
Team: Edgenie Bellah, Lanya (Lane) McKittrick, Judy S. Young, Susie Tiggs

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.7.K1
Role of the intervener to ensure optimal access to age and
developmentally appropriate communicative interactions that establish
shared meanings.

Research-based References
Bruce, S. M.  (2010). Holistic communication profiles for children who are deafblind.
AER  Journal: Research & Practice in Visual Impairment & Blindness, 3(3), 106-114.

de Vaan G, Vervloed MPJ, Knoors H and Verhoeven L (2020) Stress, Affect
Regulation and Attachment of People With Sensory and Intellectual Disabilities.
Front. Educ. 5:539792. doi: 10.3389/feduc.2020.539792

Nelson, C., Greenfield, R. Hyte, H., Shaffer, J. (2013). Stress, Behavior and Youth
Who are Deafblind. Research and Practice for Persons with Severe Disabilities. (v.38,
n.3; p. 139-156)  Retrieved at https://doi.org/10.1177/154079691303800302

Literature/Theory-based References
Hartshorne, T. S., & Schmittel, M. C. (2016). Social-emotional development in
children and youth who are deafblind. American annals of the deaf, 161(4), 444-453.
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National Center on Deaf-Blindness. (2020). Building Trusting Relationships.
https://documents.nationaldb.org/Building_Trusted_Relationships_Practice_Guide_a_
v2.pdf.

Rodbroe, I. & Janssen, M. 2006. Communication and congenital deafblindness I;
congenital deafblindness and the core principles of intervention. St. Michielsgestel,
The Netherlands. VCDBF/Viataal

Practice-based References
Alsop, L., Robinson, C., Goehl, K., Lace, J., Belote, M., & Rodriguez-Gil, G. (2007).
Interveners in the classroom: Guidelines for teams working with students who are
deafblind. Logan, UT: SKI-HI Institute.

Kennedy, B., Miranda, L., Lester, J., Foster, D., McGowan, P., Cote, M. (2014,
September, rev.). The role of the intervener in educational settings. In National Center
on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning
Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute
at Western Oregon University.

Kennedy, B., Veto, M., Fitzgerald, S., Kenrick, S., Edelman, S. & Mogan, M. (2015,
September). Collaborative teaming and family partnerships. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules.
Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at
Western Oregon University.

National Consortium on Deaf-Blindness. (2013). Definition of Intervener Services and
Interveners in Educational Settings Technical Report. Retrieved from
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED545215.pdf

Kennedy, B., Morris, D., Miller, J., Rodriguez, J., Sanabria-Ortiz, M., & Borg, J. (2015,
September). Values, Ethics and Professionalism. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules.
Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at
Western Oregon University.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.7.K2
Effective use of instructional coaching strategies to support the educational
team for students who are deafblind.

Research-based References
Brock, M. E., Seaman, R. L., & Gatsch, A. L. (2018). Efficacy of video modeling and
brief coaching on teacher implementation of an evidence-based practice for students
with severe disabilities. Journal of Special Education Technology, 33(4), 259-269.
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https://documents.nationaldb.org/Building_Trusted_Relationships_Practice_Guide_a_v2.pdf.
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED545215.pdf


Bruce, S. M. (2002). Impact of a communication intervention model on teachers’
practice with children who are congenitally deaf-blind. Journal of Visual Impairment &
Blindness, 96(3), 154-168.

Bruce, S. M. (2007). Using action plans to support communication programming for
children who are deafblind. RE: view, 39(2), 71.

Correa-Torres, S. M., & Bowen, S. (2017). Perceived needs of teachers of students
who are deafblind: Implications for training programs [PowerPoint slides]. Retrieved
from https://nationaldb.org/library/page/2660

Janssen, M.J., Riksen-Walraven, J.M., & van Dijk, J.P.M. (2004). Enhancing the
interactive competence of deafblind children: Do intervention effects endure? Journal
of Developmental and Physical Disabilities, 16, 73-94.

Janssen, M. J., Riksen-Walraven, J. M., Van Dijk, J. P., Ruijssenaars, W. A., &
Vlaskamp, C. (2007). Team interaction coaching with educators of adolescents who
are deaf-blind: Applying the Diagnostic Intervention Model. Journal of Visual
Impairment & Blindness, 101(11), 677-689.

Sall, N., & Mar, H. H. (1999). In the community of a classroom: Inclusive education of
a student with deaf-blindness. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 93(4), 197–
210.

Literature/Theory-based References
Carr, Judy F.; Herman, Nancy; Harris, Douglas E.. (2005). Creating dynamic schools
through mentoring, coaching, and collaboration. Alexandria VA: Association for
Supervision and Curriculum Development.

Davis, R. (2015). The Australian Curriculum: Access for students with vision
impairment who may also have additional disabilities. Vision Impairment, 8(1), 67.

Mirenda, P. (2014). Revisiting the mosaic of supports required for including people
with severe intellectual or developmental disabilities in their communities.
Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 30(1), 19-27.

Ogletree, B. T., Brady, N., Bruce, S., Dean, E., Romski, M., Sylvester, L., & Westling,
D. (2017). Mary's case: An illustration of interprofessional collaborative practice for a
child with severe disabilities. American Journal of Speech - Language Pathology
(Online), 26(2), 217-226.

Parker, A. T., McGinnity, B. L., & Bruce, S. M. (2011). Educational programming for
students who are deaf-blind: A position paper of the Division on Visual Impairments.
Retrieved from Council for Exceptional Children website:
http://community.cec.sped.org/dvi/resourcesportal/positionpapers
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Parker, A.T., & Nelson, C. (2016). Toward a Comprehensive System of Personnel
Development in Deafblind Education. American Annals of the Deaf 161(4), 486-501.
doi:10.1353/aad.2016.0040.

Riggio, M. (2010). Quality indicators for programs serving students who are blind and
visually impaired with additional disabilities or deafblindness. Retrieved on July 8,
2020 from https://www.perkins.org/assets/downloads/webcasts/pqi-english.pdf

Silberman, R., Bruce, S., &; Nelson, C. (2004). Children with sensory impairments. In
F.Orelove, D. Sobsey, &; R. Silberman (Eds.), Educating children with multiple
disabilities: A collaborative approach. Fourth Edition (pp. 425-528). Baltimore:
Brookes.

Sylvester, L., Ogletree, B. T., & Lunnen, K. (2017). Cotreatment as a vehicle for
interprofessional collaborative practice: Physical therapists and speech-language
pathologists collaborating in the care of children with severe disabilities. American
Journal of Speech-Language Pathology, 26(2), 206-216.

Practice-based References
Axelrod, C. (2015, June 14). Supporting high quality interactions with students who
are deafblind. Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired. Retrieved from
https://www.tsbvi.edu/component/content/article/14-deaf-blind-project/2125-supportin
g-high-quality-interactions-with-students-who-are-deafblind.

Grisham-Brown, J., Değirmenci, H. D., Snyder, D., & Luiselli, T. E. (2018). Improving
practices for learners with deaf-blindness: A consultation and coaching model.
TEACHING Exceptional Children, 50(5), 263-271.

National Center on Deaf-blindness. (2020, June 1). Coaching practitioners of children
who are deaf-blind. National Center on Deaf-blindness. Retrieved from
https://www.nationaldb.org/iqp/coaching-practitioners-children-who-are-deaf-blind/.

Smith, Millie. (1998) “Joseph's Coat: People Teaming in Transdisciplinary Ways”
See/Hear Newsletter. Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.7.K3
Appropriate resources that provide technical assistance at the local, state,
and national levels related to the field of teaching students who are
deafblind.

Research-based References
McCormick, M. (2019). An Analysis of Texas' Professional Learning Efforts in
Deafblindness and the Effect on Teacher Self-Efficacy (Doctoral dissertation).
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https://www.perkins.org/assets/downloads/webcasts/pqi-english.pdf
https://www.tsbvi.edu/component/content/article/14-deaf-blind-project/2125-supporting-high-quality-interactions-with-students-who-are-deafblind
https://www.tsbvi.edu/component/content/article/14-deaf-blind-project/2125-supporting-high-quality-interactions-with-students-who-are-deafblind
https://www.nationaldb.org/iqp/coaching-practitioners-children-who-are-deaf-blind/


Literature/Theory-based References
Daley, T. C., Edwards, J., Fiore, T. A., Johnson, L. (2017). National Evaluation of the
State Deaf-Blind Projects (NCEE 2018-4006). Washington, DC: National Center for
Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance, Institute of Education Sciences, U.S.
Department of Education.

Smith, A., & Gense, D. J. (2010). Special education, related services, and supports
for children who are deaf- blind. AER Journal: Research and Practice in Visual
Impairment and Blindness, 3(3), 115–122.

Montgomery, C. (2014). Teacher of the deafblind pilot program in Texas: Part I. Visual
Impairment and Deafblind Education Quarterly, 60(1), 34-40.

Parker, A. T., & Nelson, C. (2016). Toward a comprehensive system of personnel
development in deafblind education. American Annals of the Deaf, 161 (4), 486–501.

Silberman, R., Bruce, S., &; Nelson, C. (2004). Children with sensory impairments. In
F.Orelove, D. Sobsey, &; R. Silberman (Eds.), Educating children with multiple
disabilities: A collaborative approach. Fourth Edition (pp. 425-528). Baltimore:
Brookes.

Thompson, R. P., & Freeman, C. W. (1995). A history of federal support for students
with deaf-blindness. Welcoming students who are deafblind into typical classrooms:
Facilitating school participation, learning, and friendship, 17-35.

Zambone, A. M., & Alsop, L. (2009). Ensuring access to high- quality interveners and
teachers: Establishing intervener- and teacher specialized professional associations.
DVI Quarterly, 54(3), 44–47. Council for Exceptional Children.

Practice-based References
Riggio, M. and McLetchie, B. Ed., 2008. Deafblindness: Educational Service
Guidelines. Watertown, MA.Perkins School for the Blind. Retrieved from
https://www.nationaldb.org/media/doc/DESG_Final.pdf

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.7.K4
Unique needs of families of children who are deafblind for family-centered
and child-centered practices that build trust and opportunities for
meaningful advocacy.

Research-based References

Bruce, S.M. & Parker, A.T. (2012). Young deafblind adults in action: Becoming
self-  determined change agents through advocacy. American Annals of the
Deaf, (157)1.
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Dewald, H. B. P. (2019). Providing Orientation and Mobility Support via In-Person and
Teleintervention Home Visits for Children with Visual Impairment in Early Intervention.

Parker, A.T., Bruce, S., Spiers, E.  Ressa, S. & Davidson, R. (2010). Deaf-
blind young   adults in action: a participatory action research study. AER
Journal: Research   and Practice in Visual Impairments and Blindness. 3 (4),
124-131.

Literature/Theory-based References
Correa-Torres, S., & Bowen, S. (2016). Recognizing the Needs of Families of
Children and Youth Who Are Deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf, 161(4),
454-461. Retrieved January 23, 2021, from http://www.jstor.org/stable/26235295

Singer, G. H. S., Maul, C., Wang, M., & Ethridge, B. L. Resilience in families of
children with disabilities. In J. M. Kauffman, D. P. Hallahan, & P. C. Pullen (Eds.),
Handbook of special education (pp. 793-810). Second Edition. New York: Routledge.

Practice-based References
Haynes, D., & Grisham-Brown, J. (2012). Reach for the stars…planning for the future:
A process for planning positive transitions for young children with disabilities.
Louisville: American Printing House for the Blind.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.7.S1
Support the student’s instructional team in understanding and respecting
the student’s and family’s self-identified deafblind sensory culture and
communication style.

Research-based References
Correa-Torres, Silvia M.; Bowen, Sandy K.. (2016). Recognizing the needs of families
of children and youth who are deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf. (v.161, n.4;
p.454-461).

Edwards, T. (2018). Re‐Channeling Language: The Mutual Restructuring of
Language and Infrastructure among DeafBlind People at Gallaudet University.
Journal of Linguistic Anthropology, 28(3), 273-292.

Maguvhe, M. O. (2014). Curriculum design, implementation and parental involvement
in the education of the deafblind: South African teachers’ perspectives. Mediterranean
Journal of Social Sciences, 5(20), 1486.

Literature/Theory-based References
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Deeming, P., Johnson, L., (2009). An application of Bandura’s social learning theory:
A new approach to deafblind support groups.  Journal of the American Deafness &
Rehabilitation Association (JADARA).  Conference Issue Supplement, 203-209.

Hart, Paul. 2012. Landscape of Touch Companion Guide. Deafblind International.
Retrieved from https://dcmp.org/guides/TID9503.pdf

Kyzar, K. B. & Summers, J. A. (2014). Students with deaf-blindness and their families:
Services, utilization, and satisfaction. Inclusion, 2(3), 195-211.

Morgan, S., Bixler, E., & McNamara, J. (2002). Self-determination for children and
young adults who are deaf-blind (pp. 1-20). NTAC.

Westling, D. L., Fox, L., & Carter, E. W. (2015). Teaching students with severe
disabilities. Boston: Pearson. (specifically Chapter 4: Parents, Families, and Cultural
Issues, pp. 66-83).

Practice-based References
Coleman, M. (2020, January 9). Culturally responsive literacy education with learners
who are blind or visually impaired. Paths to literacy.
https://www.pathstoliteracy.org/blog/culturally-responsive-literacy-education-learners-
who-are-blind-or-visually-impaired

Kennedy, B., Veto, M., Fitzgerald, S., Kenrick, S., Edelman, S. & Mogan, M. (2015,
September). Collaborative teaming and family partnerships. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules.
Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at
Western Oregon University.

Scoggin, K., Authenment, G., Mogan, M., Medina, M., Miles, B., Russell, C. (2016,
September). Touch for Connecting and Learning. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules.
Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at
Western Oregon University.

Tavoulari, A., Zeza, M., Katsoulis, P., Zafeira, D., & Skaltsouni, A. The use of smell
and taste as an alternative perspective for teaching the blind and deaf blind students.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.7.S2
Facilitate collaboration between the student’s instructional team to identify
appropriate home and community resources to create a transition plan that
includes opportunities for successful post-school outcomes.

Research-based References
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Garberoglio, C. L., Guerra, D. H., Sanders, G. T., & Cawthon, S. W. (2020).
Community-Driven Strategies for Improving Postsecondary Outcomes of Deaf
People. American Annals of the Deaf, 165(3), 369-392.

Hersh, M. (2013). Deafblind people, communication, independence, and isolation.
Journal of deaf studies and deaf education, 18(4), 446-463.

Wahlqvist M, Möller C, Möller K and Danermark B (2020) Similarities and Differences
in Health, Social Trust, and Financial Situation in People With Usher Syndrome, a
Bio-Psychosocial Perspective. Front. Psychol. 11:1760. doi:
10.3389/fpsyg.2020.01760

Literature/Theory-based References
Lake, R., & McKittrick, L. (2019). It Takes a City: How the Portfolio Strategy Can Bring
Schools, Districts, and Communities Together to Transform Special Education. Center
on Reinventing Public Education.

Luft, P. (2015). Transition services for DHH adolescents and young adults with
disabilities: Challenges and theoretical frameworks. American Annals of the Deaf,
160(4), 395-414.

Nelson, C., & Bruce, S. M. (2016). Critical issues in the lives of children and youth
who are deafblind. American annals of the deaf, 161(4), 406-411.

Ogletree B. T. (2017). Addressing the Communication and Other Needs of Persons
With Severe Disabilities Through Engaged Interprofessional Teams: Introduction to a
Clinical Forum. American journal of speech-language pathology, 26(2), 157–161.
https://doi.org/10.1044/2017_AJSLP-15-0064

Practice-based References
Conway, M., Veto, M., Drake, N., Wiley, D., Rothbauer, D., Lieberman, L. (2016,
September). Transition to Adulthood and Community Life. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules.
Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at
Western Oregon University.

Schmidt, Michelle. (2018). The Development of a Deafblind Team: A Collaborative
Partnership to Meet Complex Student Needs. DbI Review. (Vol. 61 ; July ; pp. 22-24).

Triulzi, L., Sotiropoulos, G., Radin, M., Morgan, S. (2015, September).
Self-Determination. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open
Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon University.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

101



DB.7.S3
Promote family engagement opportunities to connect families with
educational, social, and peer support within school and community
settings.

Research-based References
Kyzar, K. B., Brady, S. E., Summers, J. A., Haines, S. J., & Turnbull, A. P. (2016).
Services and supports, partnership, and family quality of life: Focus on
deaf-blindness. Exceptional Children, 83(1), 77-91.

Lee, M., & Gardner, J. E. (2010). Grandparents' involvement and support in families
with children with disabilities. Educational Gerontology, 36(6), 467-499.

Vanegas, S. B., & Abdelrahim, R. (2016). Characterizing the systems of support for
families of children with disabilities: A review of the literature. Journal of Family Social
Work, 19(4), 286-327.

Literature/Theory-based References
Correa-Torres, Silvia M.; Bowen, Sandy K.. (2016). Recognizing the needs of families
of children and youth who are deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf. (v.161, n.4;
p.454-461).

PARÉ, M. (2015). Inclusion and Participation in Special Education Processes in
Ontario, Canada. International Perspectives and Empirical Findings on Child
Participation: From Social Exclusion to Child-Inclusive Policies, 37-57.

Practice-based References
Belote, M., Lill, S., Baker, J., Sanders, D., Scott, E. (2015, September). Social skills.
In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind
Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness,
The Research Institute at Western Oregon University.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.7.S4
Connect families to community partners and family organizations to ensure
they have access to unique supports outside the school system for
individuals who are deafblind.

Research-based References
Jaiswal, A., Aldersey, H., Wittich, W., Mirza, M., & Finlayson, M. (2020). Factors that
influence the participation of individuals with deafblindness: A qualitative study with
rehabilitation service providers in India. British Journal of Visual Impairment.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0264619620941886
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Kyzar, K. (2010). The relationship of perceptions of service and support adequacy to
family quality of life for families of children with deafblindness (Doctoral dissertation,
University of Kansas).

Pancsofar, N., Petroff, J. G., Rao, S., & Mangel, A. (2019). “What I Want to Do as a
Father Is Be There”: Constructions of School Involvement for Fathers of Children with
Complex Disabilities. Research and Practice for Persons with Severe Disabilities,
44(3), 153-168.

Literature/Theory-based References
O'Brien, J., & O'Brien, C. L. (2002). A little book about person centered planning.
Inclusion Press.

Zatta, M., & McGinnity, B. (2016). An overview of transition planning for students who
are deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf, 161, 474-485.

Practice-based References
Belote, M. (2019). The State of Interveners in the State of California: A 2019 Update.

Conway, M., Veto, M., Drake, N., Wiley, D., Rothbauer, D., Lieberman, L. (2016,
September). Transition to Adulthood and Community Life. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules.
Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at
Western Oregon University.

Kennedy, B., Veto, M., Fitzgerald, S., Kenrick, S., Edelman, S. & Mogan, M. (2015,
September). Collaborative teaming and family partnerships. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules.
Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at
Western Oregon University.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.7.S5
Support the development of self-determination skills through collaboration
on the unique access, resource needs, and culture of students who are
deafblind.

Research-based References
Bruce, S.M. & Parker, A.T. (2012). Young deafblind adults in action: Becoming
self- determined change agents through advocacy. American Annals of the
Deaf, (157)1.
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Cmar, J. L., & Markoski, K. (2019). Promoting self-determination for students
with visual impairments: A review of the literature. Journal of Visual Impairment
& Blindness, 113(2), 100-113.

Parker, A.T., Bruce, S., Spiers, E.  Ressa, S. & Davidson, R. (2010). Deaf-
blind young    adults in action: a participatory action research study. AER
Journal: Research  and Practice in Visual Impairments and Blindness. 3 (4),
124-131.

Shariff, R. A. (2015). Leaders who are deafblind: A phenomenological study of
educational experiences. Gallaudet University.

Literature/Theory-based References
Bruce, S. M., Zatta, M. C., Gavin, M., & Stelzer, S. (2016). Socialization and
self-determination in different-age dyads of students who are deafblind. Journal of
Visual Impairment & Blindness, 110(3), 149-161.

Morgan, S., Bixler, E., & McNamara, J. (2002). Self-determination for children and
young adults who are deaf-blind (pp. 1-20). NTAC.

Practice-based References
Belote, M., Stratton, K., Taylor-Snell, E., Reuter, J., Scott, E. (2016, September).
Sexuality. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access:
Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon University.

Girma, H. (2019). Haben: The deafblind woman who conquered Harvard Law.
Twelve.

Triulzi, L., Sotiropoulos, G., Radin, M., Morgan, S. (2015, September).
Self-Determination. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open
Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon University.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.7.S6
Coach the instructional team regarding best practice in all types of
transitions that include the spectrum from day-to-day to life outcomes.

Research-based References
Hartmann, E. (2012). A Scale to Measure Teachers’ Self-Efficacy in Deaf-Blindness
Education. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 106(11), 728–738.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0145482X1210601103
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Literature/Theory-based References
Hartmann, E. S. (2020, December). From Fragmented Practice to Rich Professional
Learning: The Collaborative Work of Teachers of Learners With Deafblindness. In
Frontiers in Education (Vol. 5, p. 254). Frontiers.

Guthmann Ed D, D. S., Mathos, D. O., & Richter MS, J. (2017). Interdisciplinary
Collaboration to ensure the well-being of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Students with
Complex Needs. JADARA, 51(1), 34-52.

Practice-based References
Clyne, M., Parker, A., Blaha, R., Borg, J., Hartman, V., Martin, B. (2015, September).
Routines for assessment and learning. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open
Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR:
National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon
University.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.7.S7
Participate and collaborate with the team throughout the evaluation
process to assure the student's unique strengths and needs as an
individual who is deafblind are being addressed to create cohesive and
comprehensive evaluation reports.

Research-based References
Janssen, M. J., Riksen-Walraven, J. M., & van Dijk, J. P. (2006). Applying the
diagnostic intervention model for fostering harmonious interactions between
deaf-blind children and their educators: A case study. Journal of Visual Impairment &
Blindness, 100(2), 91-105.

Janssen, M. J., Riksen-Walraven, J. M., Van Dijk, J. P., Ruijssenaars, W. A., &
Vlaskamp, C. (2007). Team interaction coaching with educators of adolescents who
are deaf-blind: Applying the Diagnostic Intervention Model. Journal of Visual
Impairment & Blindness, 101(11), 677-689.

Literature/Theory-based References
Hartmann, E. S. (2020, December). From Fragmented Practice to Rich Professional
Learning: The Collaborative Work of Teachers of Learners With Deafblindness. In
Frontiers in Education (Vol. 5, p. 254). Frontiers.

Hartmann, E. S. (2009). Conceptualizing collaboration: How teachers work together
to support children with deafblindness. University of California, Berkeley with San
Francisco State University.

National Center on Deaf-Blindness. (2020). Appropriate Assessment Strategies.
https://documents.nationaldb.org/AppropriateAssessmentStrategies_a.pdf.
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Practice-based References
Clyne, M., Wolfe, J., Blaha, R., Hertzog, T. (2015, September). Maximizing vision and
hearing. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access:
Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon University.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.7.S8
Facilitate transdisciplinary collaboration between staff and service
providers in evaluating the student’s access to sensory, communicative
and environmental information and implementation of deafblind specific
support strategies across educational settings.

Research-based References
Felder, J. (2018). The gap between education and adult life for people with congenital
deafblindness.

Szabo, J., & Panikkar, R. K. (2017). Bridging the Gap between Physical Therapy and
Orientation and Mobility in Schools: Using a Collaborative Team Approach for
Students with Visual Impairments. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 111(6),
495–510. https://doi.org/10.1177/0145482X1711100602

Literature/Theory-based References
Da Fonte, M. A., & Boesch, M. C. (2016). Recommended augmentative and
alternative communication competencies for special education teachers. Journal of
International Special Needs Education, 19(2), 47-58.

Downing, J., & Eichinger, J. (2011). Instructional strategies for learners with dual
sensory impairments in integrated settings. Research and Practice for Persons with
Severe Disabilities, 36(3-4), 150-157.

Luckner, J. L., & Carter, K. (2001). Essential competencies for teaching students with
hearing loss and additional disabilities. American Annals of the Deaf, 7-15.

Mirenda, P. (2014). Revisiting the mosaic of supports required for including people
with severe intellectual or developmental disabilities in their communities.
Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 30(1), 19-27.

Ogletree B. T. (2017). Addressing the Communication and Other Needs of Persons
With Severe Disabilities Through Engaged Interprofessional Teams: Introduction to a
Clinical Forum. American journal of speech-language pathology, 26(2), 157–161.
https://doi.org/10.1044/2017_AJSLP-15-0064
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Zatta, M., & McGinnity, B. (2016). An overview of transition planning for students who
are deafblind. American Annals of the Deaf, 161, 474-485.

Practice-based References
Alsop, L., Blaha, R., & Kloos, E. (2000). The intervener in early intervention and
educational settings for children and youth with deafblindness. NTAC.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.7.S9
Provide leadership to the team in defining the roles of interveners,
interpreters, and other specialized assistants across multiple environments
according to the needs of the learner.

Research-based References
Brady, L. E. (2019). Augmented Input and the Classroom Communication
Environment for Learners with Deafblindness (Doctoral dissertation, Columbia
University).

Griffin-Shirley, N., & Matlock, D. (2004). Paraprofessionals speak out: A survey. RE:
view, 36(3), 127.

Literature/Theory-based References
Parker, A. T., McGinnity, B. L., & Bruce, S. M. (2011). Educational Programming for
Students Who are Deafblind: Position Statement Division on Visual Impairment,
Council for Exceptional Children

Practice-based References
Blaha, R., Clyne, M., Hartman, V., Borg, J., & Martin, B. (2014, September, rev.). An
overview of deaf-blindness and instructional strategies. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules.
Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at
Western Oregon University.

Kennedy, B., Miranda, L., Lester, J., Foster, D., McGowan, P., Cote, M. (2014,
September, rev.). The role of the intervener in educational settings. In National Center
on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning
Modules. Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute
at Western Oregon University.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.7.S10
Model interpersonal and teaming skills including working with team
members in their most effective learning style.
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Research-based References
Ogletree, B. T., Brady, N., Bruce, S., Dean, E., Romski, M., Sylvester, L., & Westling,
D. (2017). Mary's Case: An Illustration of Interprofessional Collaborative Practice for a
Child With Severe Disabilities. American journal of speech-language pathology, 26(2),
217–226. https://doi.org/10.1044/2017_AJSLP-15-0065

Literature/Theory-based References
Ogletree BT. Addressing the Communication and Other Needs of Persons With
Severe Disabilities Through Engaged Interprofessional Teams: Introduction to a
Clinical Forum. Am J Speech Lang Pathol. 2017 May 17;26(2):157-161. doi:
10.1044/2017_AJSLP-15-0064. PMID: 28514471.

Nicholas J (2020) Cognitive Assessment of Children Who Are Deafblind:
Perspectives and Suggestions for Assessments. Front. Psychol. 11:571358. doi:
10.3389/fpsyg.2020.571358

Practice-based References
Kennedy, B., Veto, M., Fitzgerald, S., Kenrick, S., Edelman, S. & Mogan, M. (2015,
September). Collaborative teaming and family partnerships. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules.
Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at
Western Oregon University.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.7.S11
Collaborate with others on environmental assessments, adaptations, and
designs to include the student who is deafblind as a full participant
maximizing access to visual, acoustic, tactual, and other sensory
information for communication, mobility, and engagement.

Research-based References
Peltokorpi S, Daelman M, Salo S and Laakso M (2020) Effect of Tactile Imitation
Guidance on Imitation and Emotional Availability. A Case Report of a Mother and Her
Child With Congenital Deafblindness. Front. Psychol. 11:540355. doi:
10.3389/fpsyg.2020.540355

Literature/Theory-based References
Lieberman, L. J., Ponchillia, P. E., & Ponchillia, S. K. V. (2013). Physical education
and sports for people with visual impairments and deafblindness: Foundations of
instruction. American Foundation for the Blind.

McLinden, M., & McCall, S. (2016). Learning through touch: Supporting children with
visual impairments and additional difficulties. Routledge.
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Parker, A.T. (2017). Considering a practical orientation and mobility framework to
design communication interventions for people with visual impairments,
deafblindness, and multiple disabilities. Perspective of the ASHA Sigs, 2(Sig 12),
89-97.

Riggio, Marianne, & McLetchie, Barbara (Eds.), Deafblindness: Educational Services
Guidelines. Watertown, MA: Perkins School for the Blind.

Szabo, J., & Panikkar, R. K. (2017). Bridging the Gap between Physical Therapy and
Orientation and Mobility in Schools: Using a Collaborative Team Approach for
Students with Visual Impairments. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 111(6),
495–510. https://doi.org/10.1177/0145482X1711100602

Practice-based References
Scoggin, K., Christianson, K., Cooper, H., Lauger, K., Knapp, M., Peterson, D.,
Mogan, M. (2014, September, rev.). Availability for learning. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules.
Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at
Western Oregon University.

Proposed
Code Proposed Item

DB.7.S12
Collaboratively determine when it is appropriate to engage in role release
as professionals, and when appropriate, teach other team members the
skills needed to address the unique communication and mobility needs of
the student who is deafblind.

Research-based References
Peltokorpi S, Daelman M, Salo S and Laakso M (2020) Effect of Tactile Imitation
Guidance on Imitation and Emotional Availability. A Case Report of a Mother and Her
Child With Congenital Deafblindness. Front. Psychol. 11:540355. doi:
10.3389/fpsyg.2020.540355

Literature/Theory-based References
Downing, J. (2005) Inclusive Education for High School Students with Severe
Intellectual Disabilities: Supporting Communication, Augmentative and Alternative
Communication, 21:2, 132-148, DOI: 10.1080/07434610500103582

Luckner, J. L., Bruce, S. M., & Ferrell, K. A. (2016). A summary of the communication
and literacy evidence-based practices for students who are deaf or hard of hearing,
visually impaired, and deafblind. Communication Disorders Quarterly, 37(4), 225-241.

Practice-based References
Bruce, S., & Brum, C. (2019). Assessment of learners who are deafblind: Basic
principles and guidelines. DbI Review, 62, 59-61
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Kennedy, B., Morris, D., Miller, J., Rodriguez, J., Sanabria-Ortiz, M., & Borg, J. (2015,
September). Values, Ethics and Professionalism. In National Center on
Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules.
Monmouth, OR: National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at
Western Oregon University.

Tellefson, M., Brown, C. Bowman, E., Bellah, E. (2015, September). Introduction to
orientation and mobility for interveners. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open
Hands, Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR:
National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon
University.

Tellefson, M., Brown, C. Bowman, E., Bellah, E. (2015, September). Orientation and
mobility in everyday routines. In National Center on Deaf-Blindness, Open Hands,
Open Access: Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules. Monmouth, OR: National
Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute at Western Oregon University.
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