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Session 1: Federal Funding 
(“Appropriations”)

Is it really all about the funding?
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Agenda

#SELS2021

• Danny Carlson, Associate Executive Director, Policy and Advocacy, 
National Association of Elementary School Principals (NAESP)

• Valerie Williams, Senior Director of Government Relations and 
External Affairs, National Association of State Directors of Special 
Education (NASDSE)

• Sarah Cohen, Associate Director, Governmental Relations, American 
Federation of Teachers

• Kuna Tavalin (Moderator), Senior Policy Advisor, Council for 
Exceptional Children
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Federal Education Funding



• Authorization 
Creates a specific program through federal law. An 
authorization bill acts as a prerequisite for an 
appropriation or other kinds of budget authority.

• Appropriations
Provides the actual amount of federal dollars to a specific 
program. Congress needs to pass appropriations bills each 
year for the operations and programs run by the federal 
government. 

Authorization vs. Appropriations 





• House Labor-HHS-Ed Appropriations Subcommittee
• One of 12 subcommittees
• 302(b)s
• FY22 302(b) = $237 billion

o$63 billion increase over FY21
o$102.8 billion for U.S. Department of Education ($29.3 

billion increase over FY21)
oOf the $102.8 billion, K-12 comprises $65.5, a 62% 

increase over FY21 (USED’s 2021 budget was $73 billion)
o$17.2 billion for IDEA, an increase of $3.1 billion

Power of the Purse
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K-12 groups advocated for a federal 
response that matched the gravity of the 
moment: $200 billion in direct funding for 

K-12 schools.
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The Ask: Why $200 Billion?

• Costs Going Up 
oAlready-stretched schools facing an avalanche of new costs.

• Revenue Going Down 
o In recessions, state revenues were expected to crater.

• Different From Past Recessions 
oCoronavirus’ impact on schools is different than Great Recession. 
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Congress’ response: $197 billion in direct 
K-12 aid to help schools recover fromthe 

coronavirus.
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The $190 Billion

• CARES Act (passed March 2020) – ESSER I
o $13 billion for K-12

• Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act (passed 
December 2020) – ESSER II
o $54 billion for K-12

• American Rescue Plan (passed March 2021) – ESSER III
o $122 billion for K-12

ESSER I,II,III           states via Title I formula             90% to LEAs



11www.naesp.org @naesp @thenaesp

Education Stabilization Fund: Allowable Uses
• Providing principals and others school 

leaders with the resources necessary to 
address the needs of their individual 
schools

• ESEA, IDEA activities 

• Supplies to sanitize and disinfect schools

• PPE

• Physical barriers for social distancing

• Ed tech (hardware, software, 
connectivity)

• Providing mental health services and 
supports

• Summer learning and supplemental 
afterschool program

• Academic recovery/Learning 
acceleration

• School facility repairs/upgrades to 
enable operation of schools to reduce 
risk of virus transmission.

• Inspection, maintenance, repair, and 
replacement to improve the indoor air 
quality in schools, including ventilation

• Activities necessary to maintain the 
operation of and continuity of services  
and continuing to employ existing staff
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Per-Pupil Breakdown 

• CARES Act - $13.2 billion (March 2020): $270 per pupil

• Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act - $54 billion 
(December 2020): $1,100 per pupil

• American Rescue Plan: $2,600 per pupil

Source: Edunomics Lab



13www.naesp.org @naesp @thenaesp

The Great Recession
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In short, K-12 federal education 
unding is having a moment: strong 
deral investments in K-12 schools, 
something advocates have been 

pushing for decades.



Special Education 
Legislative Summit

Valerie C. Williams
Senior Director of Government Relations & External Affairs



OVERVIEW

Education Funding

Special Education and IDEA Funding 

What does the public want? 

Advocacy
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Outlays, Includes COVID-Relief Spending 

Defense Discretionary

Non-Defense Discretionary -
excluding education

NDD - just education

Mandatory - Social Security

Other Mandatory

Mandatory - Net Interest

3.7%

Education Accounts for 3.7% of President’s 
2022 Budget

SOURCE: CEF based on FY2022 OMB Budget
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				2022				2022								2020

		Defense Discretionary		755.9				755.9								713.8

		Non-Defense Discretionary - excluding education		709.3				709.332								693.168

		NDD - just education		222.8				222.768						932.100		220.232

		Mandatory - Social Security		1,195.6				1,195.6						0.0		1,089.9

		Other Mandatory		2,822.7				2,822.7								3,487.8

		Mandatory - Net Interest		304.9				304.9								345.5

				6,011.2				6,011.200								6,550.4

		from Table 3.2 - Outlays by subfunction

		Education disc outlays		206,768				206.768

		HHS outlays for ACF grants		16000		estimate		16

				222768				222.768				3.7%		estimate		3.4%

		Table 8.1 - OUTLAYS BY BUDGET ENFORCEMENT ACT CATEGORY:  1962 - 2026

		(in billions of dollars)

		Fiscal Year		Total
Outlays		Discretionary						Mandatory and Net Interest

						Total		National
Defense		Non-
defense		Total		Mandatory																Net
Interest

														Total		Programmatic												Undistributed
Offsetting
Receipts (2)

																Total		Social
Security		Medicare		Medicaid		Other Means 
Tested
Entitlements (1)		Other

		2020		6,550.4		1,627.3		713.8		913.4		4,923.1		4,577.7		4,684.0		1,089.9		768.9		458.5		639.3		1,727.5		-106.4		345.5

		2021 estimate		7,249.5		1,695.7		735.5		960.3		5,553.7		5,250.7		5,454.3		1,135.0		709.0		521.1		1,175.5		1,913.7		-203.6		303.0

		2022 estimate		6,011.1		1,688.0		755.9		932.1		4,323.1		4,018.2		4,162.0		1,195.6		765.7		570.7		673.2		956.9		-143.8		304.9

		2023 estimate		6,013.0		1,685.3		755.6		929.7		4,327.7		4,007.8		4,129.0		1,261.1		840.6		582.3		546.7		898.4		-121.2		319.9

		2024 estimate		6,186.8		1,683.2		774.5		908.7		4,503.6		4,135.7		4,260.1		1,332.8		840.1		616.1		555.4		915.8		-124.4		367.9

		2025 estimate		6,507.7		1,704.3		790.6		913.7		4,803.4		4,358.3		4,485.8		1,409.5		946.6		645.2		567.2		917.3		-127.5		445.1

		2026 estimate		6,746.3		1,721.0		804.5		916.5		5,025.3		4,500.9		4,631.6		1,492.0		1,013.8		673.6		494.2		957.9		-130.7		524.3

		Table 3.2 - OUTLAYS BY FUNCTION AND SUBFUNCTION:  1962 - 2026

		(in millions of dollars)																				just ed related

		Function and Subfunction		2020		2021 estimate		2022 estimate		2023 estimate		2024 estimate		2025 estimate		2026 estimate				2020		2021 estimate		2022 estimate

		500 Education, Training, Employment, and Social Services:

		501 Elementary, secondary, and vocational education		51,352		93,612		151,363		157,035		116,401		85,767		86,290				208,232.0		236,448.0		206,768

		502 Higher education		152,971		138,198		50,904		76,049		92,907		98,692		97,750

		503 Research and general education aids		3,909		4,638		4,501		4,466		4,540		4,554		4,641

		504 Training and employment		6,594		7,509		8,839		11,612		13,841		15,234		15,895

		505 Other labor services		1,954		2,042		2,263		2,610		2,852		3,105		3,344

		506 Social services		20,974		25,142		29,154		31,005		35,381		38,847		40,549

		Total, Education, Training, Employment, and Social Services		237,754		271,141		247,024		282,777		265,922		246,199		248,469

		Table 8.1 - OUTLAYS BY BUDGET ENFORCEMENT ACT CATEGORY:  1962 - 2024

		(in billions of dollars)

		Fiscal Year		Total
Outlays(1)		Discretionary						Mandatory and Net Interest

						Total		National
Defense		Non-
defense		Total		Mandatory																Net
Interest

														Total		Programmatic												Undistributed
Offsetting
Receipts (2)

																Total		Social
Security		Medicare		Medicaid		Other Means 
Tested
Entitlements (1)		Other

		2018		4,109.0		1,261.6		622.7		638.9		2,847.4		2,522.5		2,620.3		982.0		581.8		389.2		326.1		341.2		-97.9		325.0

		2019 estimate		4,529.2		1,359.1		674.3		684.8		3,170.1		2,776.6		2,873.5		1,041.2		644.9		418.7		361.3		407.5		-96.9		393.5

		2020 estimate		4,745.6		1,425.9		726.1		699.9		3,319.7		2,840.8		2,951.2		1,101.7		678.6		418.2		340.1		412.7		-110.4		478.8

		2021 estimate		4,945.2		1,400.3		749.8		650.5		3,544.9		2,997.4		3,099.3		1,165.5		711.1		368.4		337.4		516.9		-101.8		547.5

		2022 estimate		5,177.5		1,372.5		756.9		615.7		3,804.9		3,195.0		3,298.6		1,234.0		799.9		357.3		350.0		557.4		-103.5		609.9

		2023 estimate		5,330.1		1,356.3		764.8		591.5		3,973.8		3,310.1		3,411.9		1,306.9		821.8		373.5		354.5		555.2		-101.8		663.7

		2024 estimate		5,453.0		1,346.5		772.6		573.9		4,106.5		3,404.8		3,507.2		1,384.3		839.8		380.7		356.2		546.2		-102.4		701.7

		(1) See the Section Notes for Section 8 in the Historical Tables Introduction for a list of mandatory accounts classified as 
means-tested entitlements.

		(2) Including asset sales.

		Table 8.1 - OUTLAYS BY BUDGET ENFORCEMENT ACT CATEGORY:  1962 - 2025

		(in billions of dollars)

		Fiscal Year		Total
Outlays(1)		Discretionary						Mandatory and Net Interest

						Total		National
Defense		Non-
defense		Total		Mandatory																Net
Interest

														Total		Programmatic												Undistributed
Offsetting
Receipts (2)

																Total		Social
Security		Medicare		Medicaid		Other Means 
Tested
Entitlements (1)		Other

		2019		4,448.3		1,337.8		676.4		661.4		3,110.6		2,735.4		2,833.6		1,038.5		643.9		409.4		342.8		399.0		-98.2		375.2

		2020 estimate		4,789.7		1,438.2		713.5		724.7		3,351.5		2,975.4		3,084.6		1,091.6		693.9		447.2		356.7		495.1		-109.2		376.2

		2021 estimate		4,829.4		1,485.4		753.8		731.7		3,343.9		2,965.7		3,104.9		1,150.8		722.2		448.1		335.2		448.6		-139.1		378.2

		2022 estimate		5,005.4		1,477.1		768.8		708.3		3,528.3		3,129.6		3,240.6		1,216.2		778.8		449.1		337.3		459.3		-111.0		398.7

		2023 estimate		5,105.3		1,449.2		771.5		677.8		3,656.1		3,228.4		3,339.4		1,285.8		789.8		450.0		339.6		474.1		-111.0		427.7

		2024 estimate		5,208.5		1,437.5		778.3		659.2		3,771.0		3,313.2		3,425.4		1,360.7		798.9		452.4		342.1		471.3		-112.2		457.8

		2025 estimate		5,450.8		1,427.7		790.1		637.6		4,023.1		3,524.0		3,642.5		1,439.5		899.1		452.6		355.0		496.2		-118.5		499.1

		(1) See the Section Notes for Section 8 in the Historical Tables Introduction for a list of mandatory accounts classified as 
means-tested entitlements.

		(2) Including asset sales.

		Table 3.2 - OUTLAYS BY FUNCTION AND SUBFUNCTION:  1962 - 2025

		(in millions of dollars)

		Function and Subfunction		2019		2020 estimate		2021 estimate		2022 estimate		2023 estimate		2024 estimate		2025 estimate

		500 Education, Training, Employment, and Social Services:

		501 Elementary, secondary, and vocational education		41,406		44,691		43,679		42,304		40,774		40,056		39,970

		502 Higher education		63,107		115,180		35,723		25,764		26,045		25,732		26,918

		503 Research and general education aids		3,748		4,019		3,317		3,094		2,983		2,964		2,954

		504 Training and employment		6,650		7,374		7,067		6,284		6,383		6,486		6,496

		505 Other labor services		1,928		2,035		1,925		1,897		1,909		1,903		1,898

		506 Social services		19,913		22,227		20,282		19,299		18,901		18,615		18,571

		Total, Education, Training, Employment, and Social Services		136,752		195,526		111,993		98,642		96,995		95,756		96,807

		Total outlays		4,448,316		4,789,746		4,829,359		5,005,418		5,105,331		5,208,465		5,450,779

		(On-budget)		3,541,699		3,829,949		3,811,118		3,920,492		3,951,422		3,983,153		4,150,147

		(Off-budget)		906,617		959,797		1,018,241		1,084,926		1,153,909		1,225,312		1,300,632

		N/A = Not available

		On-budget unless otherwise stated

		Table 3.2 - OUTLAYS BY FUNCTION AND SUBFUNCTION:  1962 - 2024

		(in millions of dollars)

		Function and Subfunction		2018		2019 estimate		2020 estimate		2021 estimate		2022 estimate		2023 estimate		2024 estimate

		500 Education, Training, Employment, and Social Services:

		501 Elementary, secondary, and vocational education		39,474		45,293		42,644		38,895		38,198		37,731		37,713

		502 Higher education		24,623		63,720		38,511		33,654		32,468		29,167		26,520

		503 Research and general education aids		3,601		3,850		3,220		2,971		2,811		2,788		2,774

		504 Training and employment		6,759		7,379		6,988		6,190		6,244		6,303		6,317

		505 Other labor services		1,918		1,999		1,842		1,867		1,831		1,869		1,864

		506 Social services		19,141		20,286		19,163		18,334		18,005		17,858		17,834

		Total, Education, Training, Employment, and Social Services		95,516		142,527		112,368		101,911		99,557		95,716		93,022

		Table 8.1 - OUTLAYS BY BUDGET ENFORCEMENT ACT CATEGORY:  1962 - 2023

		(in billions of dollars)

		Fiscal Year		Total
Outlays(1)						Mandatory and Net Interest

						National
Defense		Non-
defense		Total		Mandatory																Net
Interest

												Total		Programmatic												Undistributed
Offsetting
Receipts (2)

														Total		Social
Security		Medicare		Medicaid		Other Means 
Tested
Entitlements (1)		Other

		1962		106.8		52.6		19.5		34.7		27.9		33.1		14.0		..........		0.1		4.2		14.7		-5.3		6.9

		1963		111.3		53.7		21.6		36.0		28.3		34.1		15.5		..........		0.2		4.6		13.9		-5.8		7.7

		1964		118.5		55.0		24.1		39.4		31.2		36.9		16.2		..........		0.2		4.8		15.7		-5.7		8.2

		1965		118.2		51.0		26.8		40.4		31.8		37.8		17.1		..........		0.3		5.0		15.5		-5.9		8.6

		1966		134.5		59.0		31.1		44.4		35.0		41.5		20.3		..........		0.8		5.0		15.5		-6.5		9.4

		1967		157.5		72.0		34.5		51.0		40.7		48.0		21.3		2.5		1.2		5.0		18.0		-7.3		10.3

		1968		178.1		82.2		35.8		60.2		49.1		57.1		23.3		4.4		1.8		5.7		21.9		-8.0		11.1

		1969		183.6		82.7		34.6		66.3		53.6		61.6		26.7		5.4		2.3		6.4		20.9		-8.0		12.7

		1970		195.6		81.9		38.3		75.4		61.0		69.6		29.6		5.8		2.7		7.4		24.1		-8.6		14.4

		1971		210.2		79.0		43.5		87.6		72.8		82.9		35.1		6.2		3.4		10.0		28.2		-10.1		14.8

		1972		230.7		79.3		49.2		102.1		86.7		96.2		39.4		7.0		4.6		12.3		32.9		-9.6		15.5

		1973		245.7		77.1		53.3		115.3		98.0		111.4		48.2		7.6		4.6		12.1		38.9		-13.4		17.3

		1974		269.4		80.7		57.5		131.2		109.7		126.5		55.0		9.0		5.8		14.3		42.3		-16.7		21.4

		1975		332.3		87.6		70.3		174.4		151.1		164.7		63.6		12.2		6.8		18.8		63.3		-13.6		23.2

		1976		371.8		89.9		85.7		196.2		169.5		183.9		72.7		15.0		8.6		21.9		65.7		-14.4		26.7

		TQ		96.0		22.3		25.7		47.9		41.0		45.2		19.5		4.0		2.2		5.4		14.1		-4.2		6.9

		1977		409.2		97.5		99.6		212.1		182.2		197.1		83.7		18.6		9.9		23.4		61.6		-14.9		29.9

		1978		458.7		104.6		114.1		240.0		204.6		220.3		92.4		21.8		10.7		24.5		70.9		-15.7		35.5

		1979		504.0		116.8		123.2		264.0		221.4		238.9		102.6		25.5		12.4		25.9		72.5		-17.5		42.6

		1980		590.9		134.6		141.7		314.6		262.1		282.0		117.1		31.0		14.0		31.0		89.0		-19.9		52.5

		1981		678.2		158.0		149.9		370.3		301.6		329.6		137.9		37.9		16.8		35.4		101.6		-28.0		68.8

		1982		745.7		185.9		140.0		419.8		334.8		360.9		153.9		45.3		17.4		34.8		109.4		-26.1		85.0

		1983		808.4		209.9		143.4		455.1		365.2		399.2		168.5		51.2		19.0		38.3		122.2		-34.0		89.8

		1984		851.8		228.0		151.4		472.4		361.3		393.2		176.1		56.0		20.1		38.6		102.5		-32.0		111.1

		1985		946.3		253.1		162.7		530.6		401.1		433.8		186.4		64.1		22.7		40.3		120.3		-32.7		129.5

		1986		990.4		273.8		164.7		551.9		415.8		448.9		196.5		68.4		25.0		41.9		116.9		-33.0		136.0

		1987		1,004.0		282.5		161.6		559.9		421.2		463.6		205.1		73.4		27.4		43.3		114.3		-42.3		138.6

		1988		1,064.4		290.9		173.5		600.0		448.2		492.9		216.8		76.9		30.5		47.6		121.1		-44.7		151.8

		1989		1,143.7		304.0		184.8		654.9		485.9		530.2		230.4		82.7		34.6		50.8		131.7		-44.3		169.0

		1990		1,253.0		300.1		200.4		752.4		568.1		604.8		246.5		95.8		41.1		54.6		166.8		-36.7		184.3

		1991		1,324.2		319.7		213.6		790.9		596.5		635.9		266.8		102.0		52.5		64.8		149.7		-39.4		194.4

		1992		1,381.5		302.6		231.2		847.7		648.4		687.7		285.2		116.2		67.8		75.8		142.7		-39.3		199.3

		1993		1,409.4		292.4		247.3		869.6		670.9		708.3		302.0		127.9		75.8		83.3		119.3		-37.4		198.7

		1994		1,461.8		282.3		259.1		920.4		717.5		755.3		316.9		141.8		82.0		91.3		123.1		-37.8		202.9

		1995		1,515.7		273.6		271.2		971.0		738.8		783.3		333.3		156.9		89.1		95.8		108.2		-44.5		232.1

		1996		1,560.5		266.0		266.8		1,027.8		786.7		824.3		347.1		171.3		92.0		99.2		114.8		-37.6		241.1

		1997		1,601.1		271.7		275.4		1,054.1		810.1		860.1		362.3		187.4		95.6		102.6		112.2		-50.0		244.0

		1998		1,652.5		270.2		281.7		1,100.5		859.3		906.5		376.1		190.2		101.2		103.7		135.2		-47.2		241.1

		1999		1,701.8		275.5		296.6		1,129.7		900.0		940.4		387.0		187.7		108.0		109.1		148.6		-40.4		229.8

		2000		1,789.0		295.0		319.7		1,174.3		951.4		994.0		406.0		194.1		117.9		114.8		161.0		-42.6		222.9

		2001		1,862.8		306.1		343.0		1,213.8		1,007.6		1,054.6		429.4		214.1		129.4		118.9		162.9		-47.0		206.2

		2002		2,010.9		349.0		385.0		1,276.9		1,106.0		1,153.4		452.1		227.7		147.5		133.5		192.6		-47.4		170.9

		2003		2,159.9		404.9		419.4		1,335.6		1,182.5		1,236.9		470.5		245.7		160.7		146.1		213.9		-54.4		153.1

		2004		2,292.8		454.1		441.0		1,397.8		1,237.5		1,296.1		491.5		264.9		176.2		152.6		210.8		-58.5		160.2

		2005		2,472.0		493.6		474.9		1,503.4		1,319.4		1,384.7		518.7		294.3		181.7		169.4		220.5		-65.2		184.0

		2006		2,655.0		520.0		496.7		1,638.4		1,411.8		1,480.1		543.9		324.9		180.6		173.9		256.8		-68.2		226.6

		2007		2,728.7		547.9		493.7		1,687.1		1,450.0		1,532.2		581.4		370.8		190.6		176.1		213.3		-82.2		237.1

		2008		2,982.5		612.4		522.4		1,847.7		1,594.9		1,681.1		612.1		385.8		201.4		225.1		256.7		-86.2		252.8

		2009		3,517.7		656.7		580.8		2,280.1		2,093.2		2,185.9		677.7		425.1		250.9		239.6		592.5		-92.6		186.9

		2010		3,457.1		688.9		658.3		2,109.9		1,913.7		1,995.8		700.8		446.5		272.8		289.9		286.0		-82.1		196.2

		2011		3,603.1		699.4		647.7		2,255.9		2,026.0		2,114.4		724.9		479.9		275.0		308.8		325.8		-88.5		230.0

		2012		3,536.9		670.5		615.6		2,250.9		2,030.4		2,134.0		767.7		466.0		250.5		283.5		366.3		-103.5		220.4

		2013		3,454.6		625.8		576.4		2,252.5		2,031.6		2,124.4		807.8		491.8		265.4		298.2		261.2		-92.8		220.9

		2014		3,506.1		596.4		582.2		2,327.4		2,098.5		2,186.5		844.9		505.3		301.5		300.2		234.6		-88.0		229.0

		2015		3,688.4		583.4		585.3		2,519.7		2,296.5		2,412.3		881.9		539.9		349.8		317.1		323.7		-115.8		223.2

		2016		3,852.6		584.8		600.4		2,667.4		2,427.3		2,522.6		910.3		588.4		368.3		325.0		330.6		-95.3		240.0

		2017		3,981.6		590.2		610.0		2,781.4		2,518.8		2,608.7		939.2		591.4		374.7		326.1		377.3		-89.8		262.6

		2018 estimate		4,173.0		634.0		635.7		2,903.3		2,593.0		2,695.0		986.5		581.7		400.4		333.7		392.7		-102.0		310.3

		2019 estimate		4,406.7		678.2		626.0		3,102.6		2,739.2		2,843.3		1,046.5		624.7		412.0		326.5		433.7		-104.1		363.4

		2020 estimate		4,595.9		721.1		583.7		3,291.1		2,844.6		2,937.2		1,108.1		656.0		362.8		329.9		480.4		-92.7		446.6

		2021 estimate		4,754.1		730.5		549.1		3,474.6		2,964.2		3,055.6		1,173.0		703.3		357.3		329.9		492.1		-91.4		510.4

		2022 estimate		4,996.5		743.9		497.9		3,754.7		3,187.0		3,278.9		1,242.8		798.0		369.7		346.1		522.4		-91.9		567.7

		2023 estimate		5,164.6		759.4		483.3		3,921.9		3,303.4		3,395.2		1,316.7		823.6		383.4		350.5		521.0		-91.8		618.5

		(1) See the Section Notes for Section 8 in the Historical Tables Introduction for a list of mandatory accounts classified as 
means-tested entitlements.

		(2) Including asset sales.
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American Rescue Plan (ARP)

• Passed in March 2021 

• $2.6 billion in IDEA specific funds

• Allowable uses

• State pass through



Source: ASBO International report on 3/6/21

Most School Districts Used CARES Act COVID-
Relief for PPE and Technology Loss

https://network.asbointl.org/viewdocument/asbo-international-survey-report-h


¾ of School Districts are Using Second Federal COVID-
Relief Bill Funds to Address Learning Loss

Source: ASBO International report on 3/6/21

https://network.asbointl.org/viewdocument/asbo-international-survey-report-h


CONGRESIONAL LEGISLATION

H.R. 838 - Supporting Children with Disabilities During COVID-19 Act
• Sponsor Rep Adam Schiff, D-CA; Co-sponsors Rep Johnson, D-TX, Rep Cohen, D-TN, Rep Meng, D-NY
• Emergency funding for IDEA:

• Part B: $11 billion
• Preschool: $400 million
• Part C:  $500 million
• Personnel Development:  $300 million
• Assistive Technology Act:  $55 million

S. 240 - Supporting Children with Disabilities During COVID-19 Act
• Sponsor Sen Murphy, D-CT, Co-sponsors Sen Hassan, D-NH, Sen Van Hollen, D-MD
• Identical bill



NEXT CONGRESSIONAL FUNDING ACTIONS

Appropriations 
• Currently working on FY22
• House Labor-HHS-Ed Appropriation Subcommittee $17.2 billion for IDEA, an 

increase of $3.1 billion

Infrastructure
• Bipartisan bill has no infrastructure funding for schools
• Separate bill to include other previously omitted priorities from American Jobs 

and American Families Plans



Two Thirds of Voters Believe the 
US Spends Too Little on Education

Source: Change Research/ACG Advocacy poll conducted 4/30-5/7/21

Numbers are percents



Title I and School Modernization are 
Voters’ Top Education Funding Priorities

Source: Change Research/ACG Advocacy poll conducted 4/30-5/7/21

Numbers are percents



GOALS

• Now is the time

• Engage early and often throughout the process

• Be responsive

ADVOCACY



Special Education Legislative Summit

July 19, 2021

Sarah Cohen
Associate Director, Government Relations Department
American Federation of Teachers



Topics to discuss:

• Politics of President’s Budget Request
• Appropriations Process for FY 22
• IDEA “full funding” advocacy

28



President Biden’s Budget Request
• President’s “budget” is a proposal for 

appropriations, mandatory spending, and 
other policy changes

• Budget often the way to debut signature 
policy proposals (such as Obama’s “America’s 
College Promise”) and signal priorities

• This year different because budget proposal 
combined several big proposals that 
Administration had debuted earlier (American 
Jobs and Families Plans)

29



President’s Budget
• President’s proposal kicks off Congressional 

process for annual appropriations
• Delayed timeline this year (as first year of new 

President’s term often is)
• As a marker for Presidential priorities and 

values, good to see proposed increase for 
IDEA funding (as Valerie discussed), described 
as “a significant first step on the path to fully 
funding IDEA.”

• With single party control, Congress will work 
to incorporate these priorities

30



Appropriations Process: In theory

31

• 1st Monday in February – POTUS budget
• Committee hearings
• April 15 – Budget resolution sets topline spending
• May – appropriations mark-ups begin
• Sept 30 – deadline to finish passing all 12 appropriations bill 

(fiscal year ends)
• Possible reconciliation bills



Appropriations process: FY 2022

• Committee hearings
• May 28 – POTUS budget
• June/July – House mark-ups and floor votes
• July 15 – L-HHS-ED bill full committee mark-

up, floor vote week of July 26
• Week of July 26 – Senate vote on Budget 

resolution 
• Senate mark-ups of approps bill not scheduled
• Sept – likely Continuing Resolution passed

32



Appropriations process: FY 2022

• Budget resolution being used for 
reconciliation instructions; topline spending is 
secondary

• Budget tied up in negotiations over 
infrastructure spending (bipartisan bill) and 
American Jobs and Families Plan

• Some MOCs questioning big proposed 
increases in education spending given the 
COVID relief funding passed over past year

33



“Full Funding” Advocacy
• Highlights historic, chronic underfunding 
• This year to discuss additional needs as a result 

of pandemic (and therefore that pandemic 
funding doesn’t negate need for regular 
appropriations funding)

• “unfunded mandate” of IDEA funding resonates 
with MOCs even who don’t generally support 
education funding increases

• Language included in Biden’s budget proposal

34



“Full Funding” Advocacy

• “Full funding” long-term goal, reoccurring ask has well-
socialized the language

• Will continue to be the ask because the gap to make up is so 
large

• Need to keep pushing to make progress

35



Appropriations: The Asks

#SELS2021

• $15.5 billion for IDEA Part B Sec. 611 (+ $2.6b)
• $598 million for IDEA Part B Sec. 619 (+ $200m)
• $732 million for Part C (+ $250m)
• $300 million for IDEA Part D Personnel Prep (+ $210m)
• $70 million for the National Center for Special 

Education Research (+ $11.5m)
• $32 million for Javits Gifted and Talented (+ $18.5m)



Questions?

#SELS2021
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